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— [; not the earth 
With various living creatures, and the air 
Repleuiſbed, and all theſe at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? Knoweſt thou not 
Their language and their ways ? They alſo knoxw, 
And reaſon not contemptibly + with theſe 
Find paſtime. Paradiſe Loſt, b. 8. I. 370. 
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ot: HE fables of Eſop have always * 

efteemed the beſt leſſons for youths a 
being well adapted to convey the moſt uſe. 
ful maxims, in a very agreeable manner. 
Accordingly, many writers both in verſe. 
and proſe, bave endeavoured to claatb 
them in an Engliſh dreſs. It would 
becume he Author of this wor tan. 
madvert upon their labours : but he. 
thinks it may be ſaid with truth, and he 
hopes with modeſty, that nothmgaf this 
kind, which has been publiſhed 2 proſe, - 
can juſtly diſcourage him meu ee | 
undertaking. ' 

Hornung this *olleion, he has 6 
voured to diſtinguiſh, by two ſepgate. 
books, the reſpettive compoſitions of ite - 


A 3 earlier 
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earher and later mythologifts ; and be 
truſts it will not be found that he has of- 
tem been miſtaken in this diſlribution, tho 
an error of that kind might perhaps ap- 
pear of no great importance. His princi- 
pal aim was to ſelef# ſuch Fables as would 
make the flrongeſt and moſt uſeful impreſ- 
fans cn the minds of youth ; and then to 
Mer them in ſuch unaſfected language, as 
k bt have ſome tendency to improve their 
Mu. If in this he ſhould be allowed to 
have & all ſucceeded, the work, it is pre- 
frmtd, will not be unſerviceable to young 
renner, mor hotly unenter taining to 
perſon of maturer judgment. 

D bee be has ventured to add a third 
Boos nhſtmgetirely of original Fables; 
aid ze offers it to the public with dhe 
diffidente which ought to accompany mo- 


an 6 toben they appear in 


6 on- 
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conjunttion with writings of eftabliſhed 
reputation. Indeed, whatever hopes he 
has, that the preſent work may be favour- 
ably received, ariſe chiefly from the con- 
ideratuon, that he has. been aſjiſted in it 
by gentlemen of the maſt diſtinguiſhed abi- 
lities; and that ſeveral, both. of the old 
and the new Fables, are not written by 
himſelf, but by authors with whom it 1s 
an hanaur to be connected; and who 
having condeſcende to favour bim with 
their aſſiſtance, have given bim an op- 
portunity of making ſome atonement for 
hrs own defetts. 

The life of Eſop prefixed to the former 
editiant of theſe fables, having been 
thought not fo full and ſatisfattory as it 
might have been, a learned and ingenious 

Friend has been ſo kind as to conſult the 
ancient writers who have made any men- 
| A 4 lion 
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tron of Eſop. He bopes he has added 
many facts and anecdotes of his life not 
hitherto taken notice of : and that he has 
fet his charafter in a clearer and better 
hght, than it has hitherto appeared. 

The author has nothing further to add 
to this preface, than his thanks to the 
public for their candid reception of the 
work; and to acquaint his readers that 
as therr favour has enabled him in a few 
months to print a third edition of it, be 
has laid hold of the opportunity, and en- 
deavoured by the aſſiſtance of his friends, 
and by his own repeated applications, to 


- render it leſs unworthy of that indulgence 


with which it has been honoured. 


A NEW 


A NEW 


LIFE of ESOP. 


COLLECTED FROM 
ANCIENT WRITERS. 


By a LEARNED FRIEND, 


A NEW 


LIFE of ESOP. 


as have made themſelves remarkable 

only by their writings, and who flou- 
riſhed at a very wide diſtance from our 
own times; the great difficulty, in gene- 
ral, is to collect ſufficient memorials : but 
in giving an account of Efop, there ariſes 
a particular difficulty, from the many 
fallhoods, which have been ſo long and 
ſo confidently aſſerted concerning him. I 
ſhall therefore firſt endeavour to clear the 
ground from theſe; and then to collect 
trom writers of good credit, what may be 
related of him with more probability. 

The great diſtorter both of Eſop's life 
and perſon, is one Planudes; an caſtern 
monk, who lived at Conſtantinople, * to- 
ward the end of the 14th century, He 
publiſhed ſeveral fables in Greek, under 

the 


|| N recording the lives of fuch perſons, 


1 Fabricius ſays he flouriſhed in the year 1380. 
Bibl. Græca, Lib. 3. cap. 28. p. 693. 
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the name of Eſop; and prefixed a life of 
him to his edition of them; in which he is 
ſuppoſed, ** by very good judges, to have 
confounded the oriental tabuliſt, Lokman, 
with Eſop; and to have attributed what 
may have been true of the former, to the 
latter. Lokman is deſcribed as deformed; 
of a black complexion, with thick lips, and 
ſplay feet: Planudes has hence formed his 
picture of Eſop; and the artiſts have been 
too ready to follow his deſcription of him, 
almoſt ever ſince. Planudes, as uſual, 
does this without any authority from the 
Greek and Roman writers, who preceded 
him; and-takes the ſame liberty, in making 
Eſop travel into Aſſyria and Egypt. He 
has not only abuſed his perſon; but repre- 
ſents him more like an idle buffoon, than 
a man of deep morality, and great wiſdom; 
which ſcems to have been his true cha- 
racter. Planudes is alſo * ſuppos'd to have 

written 


* Sale's Koran, p. 335. 

3 Ibid. | 

+ Alfop, altho' a writer on the fide of Mr. Boyle in 
the famous diſpute with Dr. Bentley, prefixed a pic- 
ture of Eſop to his fables, in which he is repreſented 


- as a handſome perſon. 


s By Vavaſſor; de ludicra diQtione, p. 21. and 
Henry Stevens; who in his Theſaurus Linguz Græcæ 
has never quoted his fables, Bayle, Art Æſ. Note K. 
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written many of the fables himſelf,” which 
he gave to the world as Eſop's: and, indeed 
his fictions very often betray their author; 
who was a mean writer, as well as a falſe 
one. In the Fables he makes Eſop quote 
Euripides, who was not born till almoſt 
80 years after his death; and ſpeaks of 
the Piræus as the port of Athens, which 
did not exiſt till above 80 years later. 
Demades the rhetorician, is the ſubject of 
one of them; who was a rival of Demoſt- 
henes, and conſequently lived above 150 
years after Eſop: and in the moral of 
another, he goes ſo far as to mention * the 
order of monks, which did not ſubſiſt till 
near a thouſand years after him. In the 
ſame manner, in the life of Eſop, he makes 
him go to the court of Nectanebus in 
Egypt, whereas Nectanebus did not reign 
there till 200 years afterwards: he carries 
him likewiſe to that of king Lycerus at 
Babylon, who never reigned there at all; 
and indeed, is only a king of his own 
Creation. | 

| From 


6 Bayle, Art. Zf. Note B. 

? Bayle, ib. Note K, 42. | 

8 He alſo makes him uſe words and ſentiments in 
the ſcripture ſtile rather than the heathen. Bayle, 
Note K, 43» : 


iv Tux LIFE or ESOP, 


From all theſe fictions, miſtakes, and 
abſurdities, when conſidered together, it 
muſt ſufficiently appear, that Planudes 


ought to be rejected, as an evidence of no 


credit at all; and I ſhall therefore in the 
following account lay him entirely aſide: 
together with Philoſtratus's tale of Mer- 
cury's viſit to Eſop, in the early part of 
his life; and thoſe other legendary ſtories 
of bis being engaged in two battles, and 
writing two books, after he was dead, 

To leave theſe wild and viſionary writers, 
for ſomething more certain; it appears 
from authors of very good credit, that 
Eſop flouriſh'd in the time of the ſeven 
famous ſages of Greece: and notwith- 


ſtanding almoſt as many ** countries might 
lay 


9 Meziriac's life of Eſop, chap 8.——Both men- 
noned by Bayle ; Art. Ef. Note C, and N.—What 
Photius quotes from an ancient writer, ſeems to be 
only the title of a chapter. Qs AriowTo, ay - 
Sets ure Ac Reto, artlincs* Y Gurepuaynge Tus 
EAAno: Te OgpproTurns. Bibliothee. um. 190. 

T9 Laertius, in Chilo. 

: Maximus Tyrius names Sardis in Lydia, for the 
birth- place of Eſop. Diſs. 20. And Phrygia. Diſs. 33. 
— Julian, the iſland of Samos, Orat. 7. p. 207. 
— =}S$nidas, the iſland of Samos, &c.— The ſcho- 
haſt of Ariſtophanes, and Haraclides (in e 

Theſ. 
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lay in their claim for him, as there were 
cities which contended for being the birth- 
place of Homer, he was moſt probably a 
native of Phrygia. Many authors affirm 
it, in general; and one, in particular, 
ſays that he was born in!“ Cotiæum; a 
city of that province in the Leſſer Aſia. 
Eſop was probably of low parentage; 
for the whole that we hear of him in his 
youth is, that he was a ** ſhepherd's boy, 
and afterwards a ſlave. His firſt maſter, in 
that capacity, was '+ Careſias, of Athens, 
In that city he had a fair opportunity of 
learning the Grecian language in its per- 
fection: and there alſo he might be led to 
the thought of writing fables, from the 
mode of inſtruction then in faſhion; which 
was 


Theſ. Gr. Tom. 6. p. 2897.) Mefembria, a city in 
Thrace. —— And beſides ſeveral of the perſons be- 
fore mentioned, Lucian, Phædrus, Aulus Gellius and 
Stobzus, ſpeak of him as a Phrygian. So that the 
* of authority is much the moſt prevalent for 
his being born in Phrygia; and if the account of the 
proverb (mentioned p. xx.) betrue, thatalone would 
make all other authorities quite unneceſſary. 
. 22 Suidas, 


13 Philoftratus; in the life of Apollonius. Lib. 


i | 
1% Mezinac, ch. 2. from Aphthonius. Bayle calls 
him Caraſius, as from Meziriac. A 


| 
ö 
' 
| 


my « 
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was by conveying it in moral ſentences, or 
proverbs: and a fable (in Eſop's manner) 
is nothing elſe. but a ſtory invented for 
that purpoſe. It is alſo ſaid, (and I think 
with very good reaſon) that Eſop choſe 
this method, ** becauſe his ſtation as a ſlave 
would otherwiſe have weakened his autho- 
rityz which defect he was willing to ſupply 
by the ſtrength. and beauty of his alle- 

His next maſter after Careſias, was ** 
Xanthusz and his third, Idmon, fir- 
named the Wile, of the iſland of Samos. 
It was with the laſt, that he had-the fa- 
mous Rhodopis for his fellow-ſlave, ac- 
cording to Herodotus and Plutarch; and 
e to Pliny, ſhe was his wife, or 


mate, 


n Meziriac, ch. 4; — Probably from Phædrus 
Introd. to Lib. 3. ver. 33. to 38. 

+6 Suidas. 

17 SoPlutarchcalls him; de ſeri naman vines; 
p. 556, 557,——Herodotus calls him Jadmon, B. 2. 


* 


C. 1 

* 7 Minimam ex his, (the pyramids of Egypt) Ted 
| laudatifimam, a Rhodope meritricula factam: /ſopi, 
fabularum philoſophi, conſerva quondam, & contu- 

bernalis, hezc fuit. Plin. L. 36. c. 12. 
Contubernalis ſignified of old the (wife, or) maſs. 
of a ſlave — contubernalis m =_ 
amge 
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mate, during his ſervitude there. It was 
the ſame Rhodopis, who afterwards be- 
came ſo celebrated, and ſo extremely 
rich. Idmon was ſo much pleaſed with the 
behaviour and wiſdom of Eſop, that after 
having been ſome time in his ſervice, he 
gave him“ his liberty. | 

Eſop, after having obtained his free- 
dom, gradually acquired fo great a reputa- 


tion, 


aſſignanda eſt; quz contineat eum, & in quibuſdam 
rebus adjuvet. Columella, de Re Ruſt. L. I. c. 8.— 
Contubernalis mulier proprie dicitur ſervi; nam ux- 
oris nomen in libera tantum ponitur.. Scævola, de 
fidei Com. Lib. Leg. Thais 45, S. 15.—Contuber- 


nium proprie ſervile connubium. Paul. Lib. Sent. 2. 


c. 10. 
There is ſome reaſon to imagine, they were a 
remarkably handſome couple: 2 as ſhe is ſaid to 
have had her name from the beauty of her complex- 
ion, (Poor & wwt;;) he ſeems to me to have had 
his, from the particular ſparkling of his eyes: (Aww, 
the future tenſe of Ar J, & a.) F 
19 She made a noble preſent to the temple at 
Delphi, from the tenth of her ſubſtance, according to 
Herodotus ; and Pliny ſays ſhe built one of the fa- 
mous pyramids of Egypt. Nat. Hiſt. Lib. 36. c. 12. 


Herodotus ſays, the pyramid aſcribed to her was built 
long before her time; and that tho? ſhe was very rich 


ſhe could not have been able to ſuſtain the immenſe. 
charge of that building. B. 2. ch. 134, and 135. 
20 Mexiriac. ch, 4. from the ſcholiaſt on Ariſtopha- 


nes's Aves, Herodotus, and Plutarch. 
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tion, that at length he was conſidered as 
equal to the molt celebrated of the ſeven 
ſages of Greece, his contemporaries: ſo that 
what Horace ſaid of Stertinius, perhaps 
in his humourous way; ** That he was 
the eighth of the wiſe men;** might be 
faid of Eſop very ſeriouſly: nay there are 
ſome, who very much prefer his manner 
of inſtruction to that of the philoſophers 


- juſt mentioned; and give good reaſons 


tor their opinion. He was well acquaint- 
ed with thoſe great men, particularly with 
Solon and Chilo. He was received with 
them in the court of Periander, King 
of Corinth; who himſelf was one of the 
number; and in that of Crœſus, King of 
Lydia, in his —_ of Sardis, He — 
muc 


21 Meziriac, chap. 5. 
2 Hor. Lib. ſat. 3. 296. 

$3 Aſopus ille, e Phrygia fabulator, haud immeri- 
to ſapiens exiſtimatus eft : quum quæ _ _—_ 
ſuaſuque erant, non ſevere, non an rene dts 
& cenfuit, ut Philoſophis mos eſt; ſed feſtivos Het: 
tabileſque apologos commentus, res ſalubriter ac pro- 
ſpicienter animadyerſas, in mentes animoſque homi- 
num cum audiendi quadam illecebri induxit. Aulus 
Gellius, Noctes Att. L. 2. c. 29. 
Sent thither by Creeſus: Plutarch's Convivium 


Sapient. 
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much beloved by that prince; and it 
was in his court that Eſop ſhewed he 
had more wiſdom, or at leaſt more poli- 
litical wiſdom, than all of them; on the 
following occaſion, Crceſus **, after having 
ſhown theſe ſages the magnificence of his 
court, and the vaſtneſs of his riches; aſked 
them, Whom they thought the happieſt 
man?” Some of them named one, and 
ſome another: Solon, (whom I taink with- 
out injury we may look upon as ſuperior 
to all the reſt) in his anſwer gave two in- 
ſtances. The firſt was that of one Tellus, 
aà poor Athenian, but of great virtues z 
who had eminently diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
by his care and education of his family, 
and at laſt loſt his life in fighting for his 
country: the other, was of two brothers, 
who had given a very remarkable proof 
of their filial piety,” and were in reward 
for it taken out of this life by the Gods, 
the very night after they had performed 
ſo dutiful an action: and concluded with 
adding that he had given ſuch inſtances, 
becauſe no one could be pronounced hap- 


. 1 it 


25 AtzTenls agg Kegtos G1Asueres. Suidas. 
Art. Aſopus. 
26 Mezariac, ch. 5.,—Plutarch in the Life of Solon. 
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py before his death. Eſop, who was one 
of the company, and perceived that the 
King was not well ſatisfied with any of 
their anſwers, being aſked the ſame queſ- 
tion, replied; ** That for his part he was 
perſuaded that Crœſus had as much pre- 
eminence in happineſs over all other men, 
as the ſea has over all the rivers.” The 
King was fo much pleaſed with this com- 
pliment, that he eagerly pronounced that 
ſentence, which afterwards became a com- 
mon proverb; The Phrygian has hit 
the mark! Soon after this happened, 
Solon took his leave of Crœſus; and was 
diſmiſſed very coolly. Eſop, on his depar- 
ture, accompanyed him part of 8 jour- 

ney; and as they were on the road, took 
an opportunity of ſaying to him, 0 
Solon, either we muſt not ſpeak to kings, 
or we muſt ſay what will pleaſe them.” 
* On the contrary, replied Solon, we 
ſhould- eitber not ſpeak to kings at all, 
or we ſhould give them and uſeful 
advice.” So great was the ſteadineſs of 
this chief of the ſages, and ſuch the court- 
lineſs of Eſop. 


37 Plutarch's Life of Solon, 


Mexiriae 


Taz LIFE or ESOP. xx 


Meziriac in his Life of Eſop **, ſeems, 
like a true Frenchman, to be pleaſed with 
him for this inſtance of his complaiſance, 
He ſays, that “his reſiding in the court of 
ſo mighty a king as Crœſus, rendered him 
more polite than moſt of the other phi- 
loſophers of his time; more compliant 
with the humour of princes; and more 
reconciled to monarchical government.” 
Eſop gave another inſtance of the latter, 
in a viſit which he made to Athens ; ſoon 
after Piſiſtratus, by his artifices prac- 
tiſed on the people, had attained the 
higheſt point of his ambition, and made 
himſelf maſter of his country. The people 
repented of what they had done, and be- 
gan to murmur: Eſop on this occaſion, - 
inſtead of inventing a Fable to ſhew Pi- 
ſiſtratus, how glorious it would be for him 
to reſtore liberty to the Athenians; com- 
poſed one 'to perſuade that people to ſub- 
mit quietly to the power, which” he had 
uſurped over them. It is one of the firſt 
of thoſe which Phædrus has traſlated 
from Eſop. In his introduction to it, 

Phedrus, 

28 Chap. 5. 

*9 Phædrus, Lib. 1. Fab. 2, 6. 
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Phedrus ** intimates that Piſiſtratus was 
a good prince; and *tis very true, that 


in his adminiſtration ** he was not a bad 
one; but had not Eſop been ſo well re- 


conciled to monarchical government, as 
Meziriac thinks, and as Plutarch 5* proves 
he was; he would naturally have taken 
the part of the enſlaved people, rather 
than that of their enſlaver. 

Eſop, however, in all inſtances, where 
courts, and the maſters of them, were 
not concerned, ſeems to have gone as 
far in the purſuit of wiſdom as any 
of the ſages. When Chilo, one of 
the ſeven, aſked him while yet but a 
a young man, What God was doing?“ 
Eſop immediately anſwered, '** That he 
was depreſſing the proud, and exalting the 
humble: an aniwer which Mr. Bayle 
calls, wonderfull; and deſcants very 
largely upon it. Remarkable too was his 
idea of the miſeries of mankind, as ap- 
pears from an obſervation he frequently 

| made 

% Phædrus, Lib. 1. Fab. 2, 7. | 

1 Plutarch, in his Life of Solon. | 

In the little diſpute between him and Solon at 
the banquet of the Sages, p. 151, C, &c. | 


33 Laertius, Art. Chilo. 
34 Bayle, Art. Ef. note I. 
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made, That Prometheus, having taken 
earth to form mankind, tempered and 
moiſtened it, not with water, but with 
- tears,” From this little ſpecimen of his 
ſentiments and refleftions “ one cannot 
but regret our not having a greater num- 
us of them preſerved to us. 

Eſop dedicated his ſervices, in the lat- 
ter part of his life, to Crœſus; and after 
ſome other embaſſies or employs, was ſent 
by that monarch *” to the city of Delphi, 
with a large ſum of money; in order to 


offer magnificent ſacrĩſices to Apollo, and 
| to 


35 Mez. chap. 6. 3 Themiſtius: Orat. 32. 

36 His idea in relation to proper relaxations of the 
mind, is expreſſed in the ſtrong oriental way by Phez- 
drus, in the fourteenth Fable of his third Book: and 
he makes him ſpeak with a great air of authority on 
another occaſion ; where he repreſents. him, as wiſer 
than all the people of Athens taken together: 


O ſi maneret condito ſenſus patri 
Quam graviter ferret, quod vol untatem ſuam 
Interpretari non potuiſſent Attici! 

Lib. 4. Fab. 4. 


37 fScholiaſt on Atiftephanes\ s Waſps. ver. 1437, 
and Plutarch, on the Certainty of the Divine Vea- 
geance, though defered; tom. ii. p. 557. 


| 
| 


— 


2 


— 
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to diſtribute ** four minæ of ſilver to 


each citizen. During his reſidence among 
them, he conceived ſo great a diſlike to 
the manners and morals of the Delphians, 
and ſpoke of their miſcondut with fo 


. much freedom, that he extremely pro- 


voked them. Among other things, he 

roached them with having ſcarcely any 
arable land; and obſerved, © That were 
it not for the great concourſe of ſtrangers 
and the vaſt offerings made in their temple, 
they would ſoon be reduced to the extremity 
of hunger.“ Not ſatisfied with offending 
them in words, he proceeded to deeds : 
for having performed the ſacrifices in the 
manner that Crœſus had ordered, he ſent 
back the reſt of the money to the city of 
Sardis; as judging the Delphians not wor- 
thy to partake of the king's liberality. 
This irritated them againſt him to ſuch a 
degree, that they conſulted how they 


might be revenged; and accordingly en- 


tered into a conſpiracy to take away his 
life by a notorious piece of villainy. They 

hid 
2 Twelve pound a man; the filver mina being 


twelve ounces, or three pound of our money; ac- 
cording to Ainſworth, a 


— 
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hid among his baggage one of the gold- 
en veſſels conſecrated to Apollo; and ſoon 
after Eſop was ſet out on his return, they 
diſpatched meſſengers after him, who over- 
took him in his way to Phocis ; charged 
him with the theft; and on ſearching, 

roduced the veſſel which they themſelves 
bad rocured to be ſecretly conveyed into 
his baggage. Upon this pretence they 
immediately drag him to Delphi, throw 
him into priſon, accuſe him of ſacrilege, 
and ſentence him to be precipitated from 
the rock Hyampia; chich was their uſual 
puniſhment for ſacrilegious perſons. As 
they were on the point of throwing him 
don the rock, he obtained leave to ſpeak 
in his defence; and delivered, in his uſual 
manner, a fable. It was that of the Eagle 
and the Beetle; the purport of which 


39 Ariſtoph. and Theraclides, in Gronov. Theſ. 
Gr. tom. 6. p. 2830. 

0 Mentioned by the Scholiaſt on Ariſtoph. in Pace 
V. 177, and Veſp. 1437. That Scholiaſt gives us 
the Fable itſelf, in a manner a good deal different from 
the modern way of telling the ſtory; but I ſhould 
imagine not in ſo good an one, Eſop probably told 
it himſelf. | 


- * S 
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was to ſhow, That the weakeſt may 
ſonetimes procure vengeance againſt the 
moſt powerful, when greatly injured by 
them: but the enraged Delphians paid 
no regard either to his fable, or its moral. 
They only increaſed their clamours againſt 
him; and without any mercy hurried him 
down the precipice. However, Heaven 
(as the old writers obſerve) did inflict | 
that vengeance on the Delphians, which 
he had thus in a fort of prophetic ſpirit 
foretold. Their land was rendered barren ; 
and they were afflited with many ſtrange 
diſtempets for ſeveral years afterwards. 
In this diſtreſs they conſulted the oracle; 
and were anſwered, that all their miſeries 
were owing to the unjuſt condemnation 
"and death of Eſop. In conſequence of 
this anſwer, they cauſed a proclamation 
to be made by ſound of trumpet, at ſome 
of the moſt public feaſts and general 
meetings of the Greeks ; that whoever 
bore any relation to Eſop, and wou'd de- 
mand ſatisfaction for his death, was deſired 
to come and exact it from the Delphians, 
in what manner he pleaſed,” There. 


was none who pretended to any ne in 
is 


= 
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this affair, till the third generation: when 
a Samian appeared, named Idmon *; a 
grandſon of that Idmon, who had been 
maſter of Eſop, in the iſland of Samos: 
and the Delphians, having made him 
the ſatisfaction he deſired, were deliver- 
ed from their calamities. 6 26.7 

According to Euſebius, the death of 
Eſop happened in the 4* fourth year of the 
fifty- fourth Olympiad; Which was 561 
years before the Chriſtian Ara, 

If we were to follow probability rather 
than the aſſertions of ſome writers in the low- 
er ages, I ſhould be more apt to think that 
Eſop was of a handſome countenance and 
ſhape, than ugly and deformed ;. notwith- 
ſtanding the general prepoſſeſſion to the con- 
trary, which has prevailed for the three or 
four laſt centuries. There is no author quo- 
ted as ſay ing any thing to the diſadvant 
of Eſop's perſon, till after the fall of all the 
arts and ſciences; and almoſt a thouſand 
years after his death. The firſt writer 
quoted in ſupport of this groundleſs opi- 


a £ Herodotus : & Plutarch, de ſeri numinis vin- 
| +: Bayle, Art. Ef. Note C. Meziriac ſays, the 

firſt of the fifty-fourth Olympiad, chap. vi. 
9 nion 
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nion is Stobæus ; who has it from I 
don't know whom; and what is ſaid by 
this unknown perſon, relates only to the 
air of Eſop's #4 countenance; for there is 
not a word intimated of his reſembling an 
Ethiop; or of his being deformed in any 
part of his body. Planudes was the firſt who 
propagated any fancies of the latter kind; 
and that probably from his taking!“ ano- 
ther perſon for Eſop; and not till +* about 
two thouſand years after the death of this 
celebrated mythologiſt. There is no oc- 
caſion to oppoſe this notion of Planudes 


by 


43 Eſop died 561 years before our Ara, and Sto- 
bæus (according to Blair's Tables) lived in the be- 
gms of the th century after Chriſt 

44 He ſays, that Eſop being reproached for having 
a ſour countenance, anſwered, ** Regard not my looks, 
but my mind.” This anonymous authority from 
Stobzus, I ſhould think might be much overbal- 
lanced by that of Philoſtratus, who lived long before 


Stobæus; and in his picture of Eſop gives him a plea- 
fing countenance, even while he is meditating. . Og 


out vpaive wulor Toyap padiauc Ti - 

corn, x; of oofaruor AA vue F 4 8, 26 

Annan. Oidier o Caypapes, ddt at Tor fue 

ee idle c arepuerns ns Yuxns eor]ay Phil. Eu. 9. 
45 See p. x11, | 


46 He flouriſhed 1941 years after the death of 


Eſop. See note 1. 
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by ſearching for any expreſs authorities 
againſt him; it having been ſo fully proved 
before , that he has totally deſtroyed all 
his own credit himſelf. - 
Philoſtratus, in his account of ſeve- 
ral pictures in the time #? of the Anto- 
nines, gives us one in which Eſop is the 
principal figure, The painter repre- 
ſents him before his own houſe; there 
the Genius's of the ſeveral forts of 
Eſopian fables approach him with plea- 
ſure and regard, as the chief inventor 
and writer of fables. As ſuch, they 
adorn him with wreaths of flowers; and 
crown him with olive-branches. He has 


47 See p. xili. 

45 In Icon. Art. Moe. 

49 From the year 138, to 179 of our Era. 

4 There were, probably, three of theſe Genius's 
in the picture; the Eſopian fables being divided into 
three ſorts. The rational, in which Men only are 
introduced; the charactered, where only Beaſts, under 
characters aſſigned to them; and the mixt, in which 
both Men and Beaſts are concerned. From Aph- 
thonius, in Præexercitam: one of the Teſtimon. in 
Nevelet's edition. . | 

The Genius of each ſort of the leſſer Fables is made 
to attend Eſop here, as perſons; in the ſame manner 
that the Genius of the greater, or Epic, Fable attends 
Homer; in the famous relievo of his Apotheofis, 


B 3 a plea 


„ 
vi 
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a pleaſing ſmile upon his countenance z 
and at the ſame time his eyes are fixt upon 
the ground: as being then compoſing a 
fable; and compoling it ** with that hu- 
mour and gaiety for which he was fo re- 
markable. There are ſeveral men, and 
ſeveral beaſts intermixt, that form a ſort of 
circle round him; and among the latter, 
the Fox is particularly diſtinguiſh'd ; Eſop 
making as much uſe of him in his fables, 
as the dramatic writers do of Davus in 
their comedies. There is a great deal of 
ſenſe, © (ſays Philoſtratus,) expreſt in the 
picture in general; and particularly, in 
the looks and attitudes of the three Ges 
nius's, that are paying their regards to him, 

In this picture, the countenance of Eſop 
is very well repreſented, as partly pleaſant 
and partly grave; but Plutarch has given 
us a much fuller and ſtronger picture of 
his thoughts and manner of converſation, 


Tis in his Feaſt of the Sages, at the court 


Ft This ſeems to be the intent of the painter, tho? 


 Philoftratus gives another turn to it. Ode Zorypar 


ges, ſays he, at ar Toy pwollor gpor]id'ss aveiuerns 
Tus 4uyus ν¹i,kt 
52 eee 1 Yypagn, N ra roy Moe coudla. 
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of Periander, King of Corinth, who himſelf 
was one of the ſeven. As this is per- 
haps one of the moſt valuable remains of 
antiquity, that is left to us; and as Eſop 
has a conliderable ſhare in it, I ſhall take 
the liberty of inſerting it very much at 
large; tho' it will bear no proper propor- 
tion to the reſt of his life: but I think it 
cannot be unacceptable to the reader; and 
heartily wiſh, that the whole was tranſlated 

into Engliſh by ſome abler hand. 
Periander, while the reſt of the wiſe 
men were all in his court, invites them, 
and ſeveral *+ others, to a feaſt in one of 
B 4 his 


#3 The other fix are Thales, Solon, Cleobulus, 
Chilo, Bias, and Pittacus: to whom, ſays Laertius, 
ſome add Anacharſis the Scythian, Muſo the Kenean, 
Pherecydes the Syrian, Epimenides of Crete, and 
Pifiſtratus the tyrant of Athens. In proem. F 13. 

$4 Beſides Periander, and the fix Sages (firſt men- 
tioned in the note before) there were Eſop, and Ana- 
charſis the Scythian ; Meliſſa, the wife of Periander ; 
Eumetis her attendant, daughter of Cleobulus one of 
the Sages, and herſelf ſometimes called Cleobuline, or 
the little female ſage: Naucratites, (alſo called Nilox- 
enus) ſent to conſult Bias and his brethren, by Ama- 
ſis King of Egypt; Mneſiphilus, from Athens; Dio- 
cles, a prieſt and augur, in Periander's ſervice; Ar- 
dalus, prieſt of the temple of the Muſes, founded by 
one of his anceſtors; Cherſias, a poet; and Cleode- 
mus, a phyfician. 
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his -pleaſure-houſes, near the city of Co- 
riath, where he was to make a ** particular 
ſacrifice to Venus. It was at the foot of 
the Lichæum, or eaſtern promontory of 
the Corinthian Iſthmus ; a place naturally 
very delightful **,- and much aſſiſted by 


art: for Periander was a lover of mag- 


nificence; which together with his being 
a tyrant, may poſſibly account for Lucian's 
excluding him from his Elyſium, Perian- 
der ordered a chariot for each of the in- 
vited guelts, to convey them to the place. 
When that which was provided for Thales 
arrives, he ſmiles; is very much obliged, 
but chuſes to walk through the fields, 
He does ſo ; and two * other of the gueſts 
accompany him. Ja their walk, they meet 
| with 
85 Periander had left off paying any devotions to 
Venus, ever ſince his mother had put an end to her 
life for love; and this was his firſt return to them, 
upon ſome dreams of his wife Meliſſa. Xylander's 
Platarch, fol. vol. 2. p. 146, D. 
56 Pauſanias, in Corinthiacis. 
97 Plutarch, p. 148, B. 
33 Lucianſays, heſaw Anacharſis, Zamolxes, Nu- 
ma, Lycurgus, Phocion, and Tellus, in Elyftum ; 
« and all the ſeven Sages, except Periander.” Tom, 


1. p. 674. Ed. Blacu. 
89 Diocles, the prieſt and augur; and Naucrati- 


tes, the embaſſador from Amaſis, King of Egypt. 
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with Alexidemus, natural ſon of the ty- 
rant of Miletus, returning from the villa 
in a very great heat. A place it ſeems, 
at the loweſt table had been aſſigned for 
him; and he could not bear to fit 
beneath olians and Iflanders, and 
© people that no body knows.” They 
paſs him, and laugh at his folly. When 
they come to the dining-room, Thales aſks 


aloud, Which was the place his coun- 


tryman had refuſed?” and when it was 
ſhewed to him, ſits down in it. Eſop opens 
the converſation; and in order to ridicule 
the behaviour of Alexidemus, begins with 
telling a fable of the arrogant mule mor- 
tified. After the tables were cleared, and 
arlands diſtributed to each of the gueſts 
y Meliſſa, the wife of Periander: Ana- 
charſis ſays ſomething, a little ſeverely, on 
the Grecian faſhion of uſing muſical in- 
ſtruments, in their worſhip of the Gods; 
and as this might have produced too ſerious 
a debate, Eſop turns it off“ with a jeſt. 
One of this venerable company, was 
Naucratites, ſent by Amaſis King of Egypt 


1 une, x) rnotallas, rnac. Plutarch, p. 
148, F. 


Plutarch, p. 150, E. 
e 
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to confult Bias, and the other wiſe men, 
on a letter he had received from the King 
of Ethiopia. It was a cuſtom amongſt the 
learned in thoſe days, to ſend wile ſen- 


tences, and puzzling queſtions, to one 
| another; 


6 The taſte of the knowing in Eſop's time, was to 
Rudy rules for the conduct of life; and to make wiſe 
ſentences or proverbs, for the ſame purpoſe. At their 
tables, they often put queſtions of this ſort to be an- 
ſwered ſeverally; by as many as choſe to do it. They 
alſo ſent moral queſtions, from one kingdom to ano- 
ther; and ſometimes puzzling, or enigmatical queſ- 
tions to be reſolved, The letter ſent by Amaſis to 
Bias was one of the latter kind; and the queſtions 
poſed after it, of the former: the words of the 
ter are theſe: | | 
Beoinevs A , Awad A, Bray]i cope- 
Tele EAN. Baonevs A £y6 Tpos , 
Copies apuihnaey., HTluueros J% Tois anus, ent 
Tac Cu] Feixey aToToY STITEY (42s Y erer, x 
Wie us xtatver Thu J Eg fs ur- 
Aer, £647 K@jads TEX TN TOW EREWVE' ll AUGES]i 
Ss artor Tor tet EAtpasliony amornrai Sx5- 
Jausvec ww sue anorsuns Nerotercr ads det 
#12015 Cars n Nag hare dar Tap nner, „ THU 
Kobe. Plutarch, 151, C. 

Theſe puzzling 8 though much inferior 
0 the other fort, were not a corruption of them in 
Theſe times z but of the greateſt antiquity, as we 

ud by the contention between Homer and Heſiod; 

(Plutarch in Conviv. Sap. p. 154.) and the riddle, 
| which Sampſon puts to the Phililineg, 1141 years be- 
fore our Ara (Judges xiv. 14. 
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another; and this intercourſe was carried 
on even between perſons of different na- 
tions. This letter was of the latter kind; 
and required Amaſis to drink up the ſea. 
It is read, and the © difficulty evaded by 
Bias, Cleodemus, the phyſician, ſpeaks 
very juſtly againſt cheſe difficult and puz- 
zling queſtions; but is as unkind in ſpe- 
cify ing“ that they were like Eumetis's 
ri.ldles ;. and fit only to be played with by 
women.” Eumetis (who was preſent as an 
attendant on Meliſſa, and was a lady of 
the greateſt ſweetneſs, modeſty, and wiſ- 
dom) at firſt ſeemed inclined to anſwer - 
him; but reſtrained herſelf, and bluſhed. 
Eſop, with great good-nature, ſaved her 
from part of her confuſion, by making a 
jeſt upon the phyſician and his practice; 
and by that means called off the eyes of 
the company from her to him **, Perian- 
der then deſires each of them to contri- 
bute ſome wiſe ſentence for the benefit of 


Amaſlis 


63 dpaCerTo To At, (ſays Bias) Tvs $uCax- 
Ne as Ta ,; Taps , eg aviogy 
exTivn Thu vuy #oay Jaratoay* Tec Taviis Yup T0. 
#7172 at Y EY 0081, M THS VIEW £00þenins. Plat. 
151, C. | 

64 Id. 152, D. 
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Amaſis and the company. Solon, Bias, 
Thales, Anacharſis, Cleobulus, Pittacus, 
and Chilo, gave each of them a piece of 
advice for kings; and Periander being 
preſt to add his, ſaid, ** That the ſen- 
tences which they had given, were almoſt 
ſufficient to deter any man of ſenſe from 
reigning.” Eſop, on this, ſpeaks of the 
civility due to princes; digreſſes into a 
little diſpute with Solon about the prefe- 
rence of monarchical to republican govern- 
ment; but for fear it ſhould grow too 
ſerious, ſoon turns it off (in his uſual 
way) with a piece of humour. Naucra- 
tites then reſumes his buſineſs, and men- 
tions ſome other queſtions from Amaſis; 
which are anſwered by Thales. As the 
meſſenger from Amaſis had now diſpatch- 
ed all his orders; Mneſiphilus the Athe- 
nian propoſes to the company, that as 
they had before given their thoughts of 
what might be uſeful to kings, they would 
now give them, as to what might be bene- 
ficial to:commonwealths ©'; and the Sages 

ſpeak 


* 


6s Plutarch, 153. 
6 Ib. 154, C. | 
67 Ib. 154, D and E, has 6 
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ſpeak each on this ſubject, in a ſenten- 
tious manner. 

Then Diocles, the prieſt and __— of 
Periander, propoſes that they may 5 
ſomething on the government of a hou 
and family; ſince each of the company 
preſent had a houſe to govern. I deny 
that, ſays Eſop, for Anacharſis here has 
only a © cart.“ Anacharſis anſwers him 
in his uſual grave and ſolid manner; and 
deſires that his anſwer to him may at the 
ſame time paſs as his club toward what 
was propoſed by Diocles. The reſt of the 
Sages give their ſentences or ſentiments, 
ſeverally, on the ſame ſubjet. 

Here Meliſſa and RY * with- 
draw; the company falls into a mixt 
converſation; and Eſop, who had been 
blamed himſelf before for a digreſſion 
from the ſubject then in hand, tells fa 

; a fable 


X. 

Anacharſis was a Scythian; and that people had 
no fixt habitations: but lived in a ſort of waggons to 
_ their places of abode, whenever they ole to 

o. 

19 Tate Y Tex Aigwrov aroxpirojutls Y vet 
Atoxalus cee de. Plutarch, p. 155, B. 4 

11 Plut, 155, D. 
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*a fable of the Wolf and Shepherds; to 
ſhew, that they themſelves were now 
guilty of the ſame fault. Soon after this, 
the ſubject of ceconomics is reſumed z 
and Cleobulus _ aſkt what is a com- 
ncy, begins with mentioning an old 
—_— ſtory, about making a coat for the 
moon; and a fable of Eſop's, on a dog's 
contracting himſelf in winter, and extend- 
ing himſelf in ſummer: and this enquiry 


about a competency, leads them into "+ a 
fuller conſideration of temperance, and 
aliments. | 

In the cloſe of this, Gorgias, the bro- 
ther of Periander, comes in from a voyage; 
and 


gives an account of the wonderful 
preſervation of Arion, by the dolphins 
who carry'd him to ſhore, when flung 
into the ſea. Eſop, (whether in jeſt or 
ſeriouſly,) does not ſeem to believe it: 
Diocles, in anſwer to him, refers to the 
preſervation of Phryxus and Helle 5. and. 

lon 


72 Id. 156, A. 
J © 73 157, A. | 
74 P. 157 to 160. 
| 95 P. 160 to 162. | 
| 16' Os ArTwr9;, AAN u,, ten, xaevaldle 
rus e, , Y KOEGK AS: 64 D 01 TAs IEA Qtr 
ret Ss Tuas]e rien gue] all „ 162, B. 


Tun LIFE or ESOP. xxxix 


Solon ſays, Theſe things are above our 
reach, and muſt be left to the Gods.“ 
Several other ſtories are told of perſons 
aſſiſted by dolphins : and Anacharſis rea- 
ſons, (as is his way,) very gravely and 
finely, | upon Providence. On their en- 
quiry's growing too nice, and. particular, 
and Eſop's quoting ſeveral verſes out of 
Homer, Solon takes hold of that oppor- 
tunity to, quote a verſe of Homer too z 
to put them in mind of its drawing to- 
ward bed-time. He '* then propoſes a 
ſacrifice; which they perform, and de- 
E appears upon the whole, from what is 
"9 recorded by Plutarch on this occaſion; 
that Eſop's converſation conſiſted of a 
mixture of humour, wit, mirth, and good 
nature; and the adapting, or making of 
fables upon the ſpot, as occaſions aroſe: 
and immediately after the peruſal of this 
piece, it firſt came into my thoughts, that 
Eſop was perhaps a man as full of wit and 
humour, as our celebrated Dr. Swift; for 
he 
77 _— P- 163. | 


"9 Plutarch! in x the entrance on this ſubject, fays, 


there had been falſe accounts publiſhed of it; ang 


propoſes his, as a true one. 
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he ſcarce ever ſpeaks without exerciſing 
one or other of thoſe talents. He might, 
poſſibly, have been as © ſatirical too; 
tho“ in a more gay, and leſs diſobliging 
manner: and, indeed, his good-nature is 
pointed out as ſtrongly, as any part of his 
Character? . His wiſdom itſelf was gay and 
chearful; and it was for that very reaſon, 
that he has been fo often prefer'd to all the 
ſeven Sages of Greece. He was free, and | 
in his diſcourſe : for he ſpeaks frequently; 
and tho* there were ſo many in company, 
* and fo many of high rank and figure, 
he has (in a manner) the firſt and. laſt 
word in their converſation. Plutarch too 
confirms what has been obſerv'd “ by 
others; that he was very free in inter- 
mixing his fables, even in the moſt com- 
mon and familiar parts of his diſcourſe. - - 
1 have “ already mentioned the reaſon 

4 . ; _ why 


+3 Kai o Atvarros, otoy eAsſaTiog——$0n, Kc. 
Plut. p. 152. — Deriſor potiùs, quam deridendus 
Senex. Phæd. Lib. Fab. 14,4.—For a remarkable in- 


_ Rance of his humour, very like Dr. Swift's ; ſee the 


fame, lib. 3. fab. 5. 

8: In his reſcuing a lady of ſo charming a charac- 
ter as Eumetis, from her confuſion. p. 152, D. 
See note 54. 8 

33 In particular, by Priſcian. See note 86. 

4 94 P · XV. ö 4 
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why Eſop might chuſe to write fables : 
and tho? he certainly was not ** the inven- 
tor, he excelled all others ſo greatly in that 
way of writing, that he has W 

n 


87 Priſcian mentions Archilochus as a writer of 
fables, who flouriſhed above a century before Eſop. 
2 Note A.) Quintilian ſpeaks of Heſiod as the 

{ inventor of them, (id. ib.) who was twocenturies 
earlier than Archilochus: and the fable of Jotham 
recorded in ſcripture (Judges, ch. 9. v. 8--20.) is 
almoſt three centuries earlier than Heſiod. | 

__ 86 ]llz quoque fabulz, quz etiamſi eriginem non 
ab Æſopo acceperunt, nam videtur earum primus 
author Heſiodus,) nomine tamen Æſopi maxime ce- 
lebrantur; ducere animos ſolent, præcipuè ruſtico- 
rum & imperitorum : qui et ſimpliciùs, quz fifa * 
ſunt, audiunt ; & capti voluptate, facile 11s quibus 
delectantur conſentiunt. Quintilian, Inſtit. Or, Lib, 

c. It. 
, Dictus eſt Aſopus Aoyororos, non qudd primus 
muta loqui docuerit; nam ante eum Heſiodus hoe 
fecerat, in ſermone Luſciniæ ad Accipitrem: ſed 
quòd przcipue hoc ſcribendi genus ſectatus eſt. Me- | 
nage, in Laertium, Lib. 1. N. 72. N | 

Ka (uu dec) EvCaci ines, th Kink, I Kureios, 
ess rug svelas, usa des Ta oopudla* Ye 's 
1arnoy AtiGwTear; N ννννονHůoʒro Tor AUE . 
ad guſyeggpar Txs aus. Aphthonius; 1d 
Præexercitamentis. 

Priſcian, in ſpeaking of fable, calls Eſop the Inven- 
tor of it ; but ſoon after he corrects himſelf, and —_—_ 
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been regarded as ſuch; and is called ſo by 
ſeveral, even of the ancient writers. It 


appears 


Uſi ſunt ea vetuſtiſſimi quoque autores ; Heſiodus, 
Arclulochus, Plautus, Horatius. Nominantur autem 
ab inventoribus fabularumaliz Zſopiz, aliz Cypriz, 
aliæ Lybicz, aliz Sybariticz ; omnes autem commu- 
niter Æſopiæ, quoniam in conventibus frequenter 
ſolebat Zſopus fabulis uti. From Bayle, Art. Eſop. 
Note A. 
Nunc fabularum cur fit inventum genus 
Brevi docebo. Servitus obnoxia : 
via quz volebat non audebat dicere, 
Affectus proprios in fabellas tranſtulit; 
Calumniamque fictis eluſit jocis: | 
Ego porro illius ſemata fect viam. | 
Phedrus. Introd. Lib. 3. ver. 30. 
Avienus ſays in the pref. to his fables; Hujus 
materizz ducem nobis Æſopum noveris: qui reſponſo 
Delphici Apollinis monitus, ridicula orſus eſt, ut le- 
gen firmaret. From Bayle, Note A. And Apol- 
onus in Philoſtratus fays, ** That Eſop, not con- 
tent with rejefting the fabulous tories of the poets, 
in favour of wildem, invented a new method.” 
B. 5. ch. 5. From the ſame, Note H. 
F# the word, Ridiculous, is always uſed in a bad 
ſenſe in Engliſh; it may not be improper to obſerve, 
that Ridiculus in Latin was uſed in a good ſenſe, as 
well as in a bad: and 1s to be taken in the former, 
in the quotation here from Avienus. Tis as much a 
commendation of Eſop, as the Feſtivus et Delectabilis 
of Gellius, p. xvii. Note 23; or the 3 
wo 0 
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appears very plainly from the words of So- 
crates and ** Phædrus, each of whom tranſ- 
lated ſome of the fables of Eſop, that he 
wrote them in proſe; tho* the invention, 
which generally attends them, and which 
is the more eſſential part in poetry, made 
the former regard them as a poetical work. 
The diſtinguiſhing character of Eſop's 
ſtile 


of Seneca, p. xlviii. Note 6. Thus where Homes i is 
preferring the humorous ſort of ſatire to the levere, 
he ſays ; 

Ridiculum acri h 

Robes ac melius magnas 8 ſecat res. 

Lib. 1. Sat. 10. ver. 15. 
| And Phædrus, ſpeaking of Eſop's works, attributes 
half of their merit to this; 
Duplex libelli dos eſt ; quod riſum movet, 
Et quod prudent! vitam conſilio monet. 
| Introd. Lib. 1. ver. 4. 

I ſuppoſe the Greeks uſed Tegxoog of him, in the 
ſame manner. Acorn Texte ovrus ini u 
Airors aus Heſychius. 

87 Eyrongasg ort Toy coin Jeet, aeg pA 
Ae Tong eval, voten uu , aka” v eyue 3) avs 
Jes v nv pv eAoy ths Cu ν, uc Tra pe x 
Y nrisahn uuns Tes Argue, TM vroro% 


_ rale everuyoy. Socrates, in Plato's Phædo. 


83 Eſopus autor quam materiam repperit, 
how ego POLIVI verſibus ſenariis. 420 
Fhædrus, Introd. Lib. 1. ver. * 


— 
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ſtile ſeems to have been that of an“ ele- 
gant ſimplicity ; it was very *® plain, ſhort, 
and clear; and his writings have been high- 
ly admired for their good ſenſe, and uſeful- 
neſs, in all ages. The plans of his fables are 
commended for the ſame *” elegance, = 4 

ile. 


89 Quiſquamne ita nitet, ut comparatus tibi non 
fordeat? Quis ita ad bai wenuftatem, quis ad ſo- 
hiſticas Ifocratis concluſiones, quis ad enthymemata 
Demoſthenis, aut opulentiam Tullianam, aut pro- 
prietatem noſtri Maronis; quis ita affectet ſingula, 
ut tu imples omnia? Auſonius, in his Epiſtle to 
Symmachus : vol. 2. p. 642. Ed. Var. | 

99 This appears very evidently, even from the 
imitations of his writings. Phædrus's ſtile has com- 
monly been admired for its particular fimplicity and 
neatneſs, and he ſays, very ſtrongly, that he imitates 
Eſop in his manner, as well as in his matter: 

Librum exarabo tertium Eſopi ſtilo. 
| L. 3. Prol. ver. 30. 

Laertius has preſerved a couplet in. Socrates's 
tranſlation of one of his fables; remarkable, only, 
for its particular plainneſs, ' 

Aiownos vA Fe Koew 3109 apy ve 
My zewey aps]lu Acobizw copin- 

And the fables which Plutarch (in his Banquet of 
the Sages) has put into Eſop's own mouth, are re- 
markably ſhort and clear. | | 
91 Inquibuſdam [fabulis] et argumentum ex.ficto 
locatur, et per mendacia ipſe relationis ordo con- 
zexitur; ut ſuntillz Zſopitabulz; elegantia fictionis 
Wuftres, Macrobius, in Soma. Scip. Lib. 1. cap. 2. 
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ſtile. He has been highly admired for his 


writings of this kind in all ages. Quin- 


tilian recommends them®* as the firſt ob- 
ject in the inſtruction of children; and 
Plato, when he is baniſhing the fabulous 


uſe of this ſort of fables in his Common- 
wealth; in both of which, he is ſtrongly 
followed by 9% Philoſtratus; who fays 
That they were more proper than all 
other fables, to inſpire us with wiſdom.” 
The Athenians, in the age when learning 
was at its greateſt perfection among them, 
ſhewed their high opinion of Eſop, and his 
writings; by the“ noble ſtatue they erect - 

| | ed 


92 Eſopi fabellas, quz fabulisnutricularum proximè 
ſuccedunt, narrareſermone puro et nihil ſe ſupra mo- 
dum extollente, deinde eandem gracilitatem ſtilo exi- 
gere condiſcant. Inſtitut. Orat. 1. c. 9. 


pus 75 Y unleene Myer Tois Far ar- 


70 7 rale Yepot. Plato de Republica, Lib 2, 
9+ Philoſtratus ; Book 5. ch. 5. 
99 Aſope ingentem ſtatuam 1 Attici. 
Phædrus, Epiſ. to B. 2. ver. 1. 
The Greeks uſed to ſet up ſtatues, larger than the 
life, to compliment their kings, heroes, and gods: 
of this kind the ſtatue here mentioned, in honour of 
Eſop, ſeems to have been. 
| They 


ſtories of Homer and ** Heſiod, adviſes the 


9 Tus Ss eyxerder]as (uu due) Teroue! Tas Te- 


Jeu Tas Juras auloy Tos uu. Kol, v annoy u 


P ee RC * 
gf J 


xlvi Tux LIFE or ESOP, 


ed to his memory, and by the celebrated 
ſculptor ** they emplqyed for that purpoſe. 
The t excellence of his way of 
writing, conſiſts in blending of ” the 
agreeable and the inſtructive ſo well to- 
getherz from which Horace might * 
bly 


They ſet up at the fame time, ſeven-ſtatues to the 
famous cotemporary ſages of Greece; and this ſtatue 
of Eſop at the head of them all. Danet, the com- 
mentator to the Delphin edition, on the place; from 
the following epigram of Agathias, | 

(Ev ys reer, Adore ye, Tixberte TACSE, 

Acttaoy AITATE FUTAS TH Tau, 

Exſa copay £puTeo Ir e744 never ,tö aray nny 
EuBanriy, ov Sehe, ge uarrous cee. 

Os Ss, oopors jules x FAaT pads! vm SF ag, 
Ilaitay e cui alu Ne, 

$evxToy n Tp; e Taggreots n £21408 fs 
To yAuxu Tov Uu nano 86 f 

96 The great Lyſippns. > 

97 Thus where Phædrus ſays that he imitates Eſop 
in his 1ſt book of Fables, he immediately adds, 

" Duplex libelli dos eſt; quod riſum movet, 
Et quod prudenti vitam conſilio monet. 
| Introd. to B. 1. ver. 4. 


A. Gellius prefers him to all the philoſophers on this 


very account; and Avienus attributes ſo happy a 
2 to an inſpiration from heaven: (Note 86.) 
age onius did the ſame, tho” in a different manner; 
(Philoſtratus, B. fg. chap. ;.) the latter ſuppoſin 

this light to 2 given him by Mercury, — 


- the former from the oracle at Delphi. 
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bly take the hint for that rule, Which he 
ſeems to diſtinguiſh 9%* as the moſt conſi- 
derable of any in his Art of Poetry. 

'Tis no wonder that works ſo uſeful, fo 
pleaſing, and ſo much recommended, were 
in every body's hands: they were ſo eſpe- 


cially at Athens, the great ſeat of ſci- 


ence; and abvut the time, that arts 


and knowledge were both at their great- 


eſt heighth. The fables of Eſop was, 
generally, the firſt book * which was read 
by their youth; and, perhaps, one of the 
laſt, which ſome of them quitted. 4 
- 


9% Omne tulit punctum, qui miſcuit utile dulci 
Lectorem delectando, pariterque monendo. 

De Art. Poet. ver. 343. 

99 It was a proverbial expreſſion there, for a man 
who was entirely ignorant; That he had never read 
Eſop.“Oudꝰ Acorn Terd]nxas Ariſtophanes, Aves, 
ver 471: or, as it is in Galen, Oude Ager ueα,G 
Inxas. De Simplicibus medicam: xi, The reaſon of 
this proverb (as the commentator on Ariſtophanes 
ſays) was © their reading him there with eagerneſs :” 
OT TW AoyoToroy ArowTov Ic. omefns ey ov. 
1 The Athenians pay'd that {:gnal he. to 
Eſop. of ſetting up his ſtatue above thoſe of all the 


ſeven Sages, in that great age in which Lyſippus and 
Apelles, and Ariſtotle, Plato and Xenophon flouriſhed. . 


= Fabulas, primum tradere pueris folent—; quià 
animos eorum, adhuc molles, ad meliores facile vias 
inſtituunt vitæ. Priſcian. 


Om — —— — U — —ͤ— —ͤ—v—y— — — — — 
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Plutarch mentions Eſop among the 


authors moſt proper for forming philoſo- 
phers; and indeed his diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racter was wiſdom, attended (as has been 
ſhewn before) with a perpetual flow of 
pleaſantry. Phædrus calls him, + The Sage; 
and ſays, * That he ſaw through all 

nature.” | | 
It muſt be very difficult, at this diſtance 
of time, to determine which of the Greek 
fables that are publiſhed as Eſop's, were 
really of his writing. Several of them may 
be ſo; but we do not know how to diſtin- 
guiſh them. I ſhould think it more eaſy, 
to catch him at the rebound; I mean, in 
the profeſt tranſlations of him. Phædrus, 
the * firſt of the Roman MR 
ables, 


3 Ov Here Ta Aire wlapia, x, Ta; ven- 
2 3 a 9 Te In 
Toy r & [44 ere wvlJoroye uid” 
ny . 8 De Audicndis vevis. 2 

4 Sophus. Phæd. Lib. 3. Fab. 14. ver. 9. 

s Naris emunctæ ſenex, 

Natura nunquam verba cui potuit dare. 
: Id. Eib. 3. Fab, 3. ver. 15. 
© © Phedrus after ſpeaking of Eſop, ſays, 
Quoniam occuparet alter ne primus forem, 


No folus lice de lest toB. ii. ver. 6. | 


- *Tis probable that Phædrus had not publiſhed his 
| fables, 
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{ables, begins with informing his reader 


that he has turned into verle ſeveral of 
thoſe which (as was remarked before) 
were written in proſe by Eſop. He con- 
firms this frequently afterwards, in gene- 
ral; and has pointed out ſome in particu- 
lar, as tranſlated from Eſop. He makes 
mention of theſe much —_— 5 toward 


fables, when Seneca wrote his Confolation to Po- 
lybius, towards the latterend of the reign of Claudius: 
for that philoſopher ſays in it to his friend; Non au- 
deo te uſque eo producere, - ut fabellas quoque, & 
Zſopeos logos, intentatum Romans ingenus. opus, 
ſolita tibi venuſtate connectas: difficile eſt quidem, 
ut ad hc hilariora ſtudia jam vehementer perculſus 
animus tam cito poſlit accedere. 


Seneca, Conſol. ad Pol. c. 27. 


7 Phædrus Introd. to B. 1. ver. 2. | 
8 L. 4. fab. 2, 3, & 10. —— L. 4. fab. 16. He 
mentions Eſop and his actions in ſeveral others; but 
does not ſay thoſe fables themſelves are taken from 
his. One would think, however, from what he ſays, 
Lib. 4. fab. 20. that moſt of the foregoing fables 
were taken from Eſop: | 
Quid judicare cogitur Livor modd, 
Licet diſſimulet, pulchre tamen intelligo. 
Quicquid putabit eſſe dignum memoris, 
Eſop1 dicet; fi yu minds adriſerit, 
A me contendet fictum quovis pignore; 
Quem volo refelli jam nunc reſponſo meo: 
Sive hoc ineptum, ſive laudandum eſt opus, 
Invenit ille, noſtra perfecit manus, 
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the beginning of his work; than in the. 
following parts of it; and I am apt to 
think, that moſt of the fables “ in the laſt 
book are of his own invention, Avienus, 


the next Latin fabuliſt that I know of, | 


though at the diſtance of ſeveral ** centu- 
Ties, agrees with Phædrus in profeſſing to 
* follow Eſop, and giving his book the 
title of Eſopian Fables; but does not point 
him out as the author of any one of them, 
in particular. 

It has been already ſaid, that Socrates 
tranſlated ſome of his fables. As the Athe- 
nians not long after their putting that 


great man to death, grew as fond of his 


memory as'they had been cruel to his per- 
ſon ; it is probable, that this might alſo 
add at the ſame time to their eſteem for 
Eſop, and his writings. However that be, 
this is certain, that it was about fifty years 


after the death of Socrates, that they erect. 
3 | ed 

9s From the Introd. to Lib. 5. 
. 20 Avienus, according to Gyraldus, lived in the 
time of Theodoſius and his ſons. There are forty- 


- two fables in Elegiac verſe, publiſhed as his, in Mat- 


taire's Corpus Poet. Lat. vol. 2. p. 1338, &c, 
11 Hujus materiæ ducem nobis Eſopum noveris. 


From Bayle, Art. Eſ. note A. 
12 See note 90. | 


— 
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ed '* the ſtatue ſo much in honour - of 
Eſop; and about a hundred, “ that De- 
metrius Phalareus publiſhed an edition of 
his fables; as Diagoras had indeed done 
long ** before, while Socrates was aha 
The fables which Planudes publiſhed as 
Eſop's, were printed at Milan in 14803 
ſoon aſter the art of printing was intro- 
duced into Italy : and afterwards by Al- 
dus, in 1505. This Aldine edition was 
followed by ſeveral others; and particu- 


13 Socrates was put to death 400 years before our 
Era; and Lyſippus, who made this ſtatue of Eſop, 
was in the height of his reputation under Alexander 
the Great: whoſe reign was from 336, to 324 ditto, 

14 Demetrius Phalareus (according to Dr. Blair's 
Tables, whoſe authority 1s alfo followed 1n the pre- 
ceding note) was baniſhed from Athens 303 years 
before our Ara. Fabricius ſays, that he publiſhed a 
collection of Eſopian Fables; (Aoyor Ae re 
ou29ea:) Art. Eſop. Lib. 5. cap. 807 and ano- 
ther volume, either of his fables, or of anecdotes re- 
lating to him; (Aio@Tewre.) Ibid. cap. 81, 

15 Diagoras was baniſhed from Athens in the gift 
Olympiad ; (from 416 to 413, before our Era.) He 
publiſhed a collection of fables, (of the Phrygian, or 
Eſop) under che title of $puy 104 Ae, according to 
Tatian; or $ uy toy Aer ey accordingto Maximus 
Tyrius. See Laertius, Lib. 5. cap. 80.—T do not ſee 
why theſe might not have been two diſtin works; 
as well as thoſe of Demetrius Phalareus, mentioned 


in the foregoing note. 
"Eq | larly 


li Taz LIFE or ESOP. 


larly by Robert Stephens, at Paris in 1546. 
It contained 149 fables ** ; to which Ne- 
velet added almoſt as many more, from 
ſome manuſcripts in the Heidelberg Li- 
brary, in his edition at Francfort in 1610; 
but theſe manuſcripts, [as well as that of 
Planudes, ] too often betray their true au- 
thors ; for the monks are commended in 
the 3d and the 119th of theſe additional 
fables. Tis a great pity that a more 
judicious collection ſhould not be made 
from all the beſt, and moſt authentic ma- 
nuſcripts that could be procured z and 
perhaps, it ſhould be chiefly from ſuch, as 
Aare previous to the times of Planudes. 


16 His addition made them in all 297. See Fa- 
bricius's Bibl, Gr. Art. — * 
1 Mr. Boyle ſpeaks of one of about 508 years old; 
which belonged to Voffius, and as — was then 
ar Leyden. Fabricius doubts it. Montfaucon, in 
his Diartum Ftalicum, promiſed to publiſh the Life 
of Eſop, with the fables as they were extant before 
the time of Planudes ; from a manuſcript in the mo- 
naſtery at St. Mary at Florence, Fabricius, ibid. 


AN 


AN 


ESSAY on FABLE. 
Huroduction. | 
HOEVER undertakes to compoſe a 


fable, whether of the ſublimer and more 
complex kind, as the epick and dramatick ; or 
of the lower and more ſimple, as what has been 
called the Eſopean; ſhould make it his princi- 
pal intention to illuſtrate ſame one moral or pru- 
dential maxim, To this point the compoſition - 
in all its parts muſt be directed; and this will 
lead him to deſcribe ſome action proper to en- 
force the maxim he has choſen. In ſeveral re- 
ſpects therefore the greater fable and the leſs 
agree. It is the buſineſs of both to teach ſome 
particular moral, exemplifyed by an action, and 
this enlivened by natural incidents. Both alike 
muſt be ſupported by appoſite and proper cha- 
racters, and both be furniſhed with ſentiments 
and language ſuitable to the characters thus 
employed. I would by no means however infer, 
that, to produce one of theſe ſmall pieces re- 
quires the ſame degree of genius, as to form an 
epick or dramatick Fable. All I would inſinuate, 
is, that the apologue has a right to ſome ſhare of 
our eſteem, from the relation it bears to the 
poems before mentioned : as it is honourable to 


C 3 ſpring 
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ſpring from a noble ſtem, although in ever ſo re- 
mote a branch. A perfect fable, even of this 
inferior kind, ſeems a much ſtronger proof of 
genius than the mere narrative of an event. The 
latter indeed requires judgment : the former, to- 
gether with judgment, demands an effort of the 
imagination. | 


Having thus endeavoured to procure thefe 
little compoſitions as, much regard as they may 
fairly claim, I proceed to treat of ſome parti- 
culars moſt eſſential to their character. 


SECT, I. 
Of the Truth or Meral of a Fable. 


3 ＋ IS the very eſſence of a Fable to convey 
ſome moral or uſeful Truth beneath the 
ſhadow of an allzgory, It is this chiefly that 
diſtinguiſhes a Fable from a Tale; and indeed 
= it the pre-eminence in point of uſe and 
_ dignity. A tale may conſiſt of an event either 
ſerious or comic; and, provided it be told agree- 
ably, may be excellent in its ind, though it 
ſhould imply no fort of Moral. But the action 
of Fable is contrived on purpoſe to teach and to 
imprint ſome Truth ; ' and ſhould clearly and 
obviouſly include the illuſtration of it in the very 
cataſtrophe. | 


© The Truth to be preferred on this occaſion 
09-98 ſhould 
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ſhould neither be too obvious, nor trite, nor 
trivial. Such would ill deſerve the pains em- 
ployed in Fable to convey it. As little alſo 
ſhould it be one that is very dubious, dark, or 
controverted. It ſhould be of ſuch a nature as 
to challenge the aſſent of every ingenuous and 
ſober judgment; never a point of mere ſpecula- 
tion; but tending. to inform or to remind the 
reader, of the proper means that lead to happi- 
neſs, or at leaſt to the ſeveral duties, decorums, 
and proprieties of conduct, which each particu- 
lar Fable endeavours to enforce. 


The reaſon why Fable has been ſo muck 
eſteemed in all ages and in all countries, is 
perhaps owing to the palite manner in which its 
maxims are conveyed. The very article of giv- 
ing inſtruction ſuppoſes at leaſt a ſuperiority of 
wiſdom” in the adviſer ; a circumſtance by no 
means favourable to the ready admiſſion of ad- 
vice. *Tis the peculiar excellence of Fable to 
wave this air of ſuperiority : it leaves the reader 
to collect the moral; who by thus diſcovering 
more than is ſhewn him, finds his principle of 
ſelf-love gratified, inſtead of being diſguſted. 
The attention is either taken off from the ad- 
viſer; or, if otherwiſe, we are at leaſt flattered 
by his humility and addreſs. 


Beſides, inſtruction, as conveyed by Fable, 
does not only lay aſide its lofty mien and ſu- 
percilious aſpect, but appears dreſt in all the 
miles and graces which can ſtrike the imagina- 

9 tion, 
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tion, or engage the paſſions. It pleaſes in order 


to convince; and it imprints its moral ſo much 
the deeper, in proportion as it entertains; ſo that 
we may be faid to fee! our duties at the very in- 
fant we comprehend them. 


I am very fenſible with what difficulty a Fable 
is brought to a ſtrict agreement with the fore- 
going account of it. This however ought to 
be the writer's aim. Tis the fimple manner in 
which the Morals of Efop are interwoven with 
bis Fables, that diſtinguiſhes him, and gives 
him the preference to all other mythologiſts. 
His Mountain delivered of a mouſe, produces 
the Moral of his Fable, in ridicule of pous 
pretenders ; and his Crow, when ſhe drops her 
cheeſe, lets fall, as it were by accident, the 
ſtrongeſt admonition againſt the power of flat- 
tery. There is no need of a ſeparate ſentence 
to explain it; no poſſibility of impreſſing it 
deeper, by that load we too often fee of accu- 
mulated refle&ions. Indeed the Fable of the 
Cock and the precious ſtone is in this reſpect 
very exceptionable. The leſſon it inculcates 
is fo dark and ambiguous, that different expoſi- 
tors have given it quite oppeſite interpretations ; 
ſome imputing the cock's rejection of the dia- 
mond to his w:/dem, and others to his ignorance, 


Strictiy ſpeaking then, one ſhoyld render 
needleſs any detached or explicit moral. Eſop, 
the father of this kind of writing, diſclaimed 
any ſuch aſſiſtance. Tis the province of Fable 
e | to 
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to give it birth in the mind of the perſon for 
whom it 4s intended : otherwiſe the precept 1s 
direct, which is contrary to the nature and end 
of allegory, However in order to give all ne- 
ceſſary aſſiſtance to young readers, an index is 
added to this collection, containing the ſubject 
or moral of each Fable, to which the reader may 
occaſionally apply. 


After all, the greaigſ fault in any compoſition 
(for I can hardly allow that name to riddles) is 
obſcurity. There can be no purpoſe anſwered by 
a work that is unintelligible. Annibal Caracci 
and Raphael himſelf, rather than riſque ſo un- 
pardonable a fault, have admitted verbal expla- 
nations into ſome of their beſt pictures. It muſt ' 
be confeſſed, that every ſtory is not capable of 
telling its own Moral. In a caſe of this nature, 
and this only, it ſhould be expreſsly introduced. 
Perhaps alſo where the point is doubtful, we 
ought to ſhew enough for the leſs acute, even at 
the hazard of ſhewing too much for the more ſa- 
gacious ; who, for this very reaſon, that they are 
more ſagacious, will pardon a ſuperfluity Which 
is ſuch to them alone. | 


But, on theſe occaſions, it has been matter 
of diſpute, whether the moral is better intro- 
duced at the end or beginning of a Fable. Eſop, 
as I ſaid before, univerſally rejected any ſepa- 
rate, Moral. Thoſe we x5w find at the cloſe of 
his Fables, were placed there by other hands. 
Among the ancients, Phædrus; and Gay, 

e among 
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among the moderns, inſerted theirs at the Bg 


ning: La Motte prefers them at the concluſion; 
and Fontaine diſpoſes of them :ndiſcriminately, at 
the beginning or end, as he ſees convenient. If, 
amidſt the authority of ſuch great names, I 
might venture to mention my wn opinion, 
ſhould rather prefix them as an introduclion, than 
add them as an appendage. For I would neither 
pay my reader nor myſelf ſo bad a compliment, 
as to ſuppoſe, after he had read the Fable, that 
he was not able to diſcover its meaning. 

fides, when the Moral of a Fable is not very 


prominent and ſtriking, a leading thought at 


the beginning puts the reader in a proper track. 
He knows the game which he purſues: and, 
like a beagle on a warm ſcent, -he follows the 
ſport with alacrity, in proportion to his intelli- 
gence. On the other hand, if we have ns pre- 
vious intimation of the deſign, he is puzzled. 
throughout the Fable; and cannot determine 
upon its merit without the trouble of a freſh 
peruſal. A ray of light, impartcd at firſt, may 
bew him the tendency and propriety of every 
expreſſion as he goes along; but while he tra- 
vels in the dark, no — if he ſtumble or 


_ miſtake his way. 


SECT. II. 
Of the Action and Incident. prefer for a Falle. 


N chuſing the action or allegory, three con- 
ditions are altogether expedient. I. It muſt 

be clear: that is, it ought to ſhew withaut equi- 
| vocation,, 
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vocation, preciſely and obviouſly, what we in- 


tend ſhould be underſtood. II. It muſt be one 


and entire. That is, it muſt not be compoſed of 
ſeparate and independent actions, but mult tend 
in all its circumſtances to the completion of 


one ſingle event. III. It muſt be natural; that 


is, founded, if not on Truth, at leaſt on Proba- 
bility; on popular opinion; on that relation 


and analogy which things bear to one another, 


when we have gratuitoufly endowed them with 
the human faculties of ſpeech and reaſon. And 


theſe conditions are taken from the nature of 
the human mind; which cannot endure to be 


embarraſſed, to be bewildered, or to be de- 
ceived. . 5 


A Fable offends againſt per/j vgs when it 


leaves us doubtful what Truth the Fabuliſt in- 


tended to convey, We have a ſtriking example 


of this in Dr. Croxall's Fable of the creaking 
wheel. A coachman, ſays he, hearing one 


of his wheels creax, was ſurprized ; but more 


eſpecially, when be perceived that it was the 
worſt Wheel of the whole ſet, and which he 


thought had but little pretence to take ſuch a 


liberty. But, upon his demanding the reaſon 


why it did ſo, the wheel replied, that it was 


natural for people who laboured under any af 


fliction or calamity to complain.“ Who would 
imagine this Fable deſigned, as the author in- 
forms us, for an n to repreſs, or keep 


our complaints to ozr/e/ves, or if we mult let our 


ſorrows ſpeak, to take care it be Cone i in ſoli- 
tude: 
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tude and retirement. The ſtory of this Fable 

is not well imagined : at leaſt, if meant to ſup- 

2 the Moral which the author has drawn 
it. . . 


A Fable is faulty in reſpect to unity; when 
the ſeveral circumſtances point different ways; 
and do not center, like ſo many lines, in one 
diſtinct and unambiguous moral. An example 
of this kind is furniſhed by La Motte in the ob- 
ſeryation he makes upon Fontaine's two pigeons. 
«© "Theſe: pigeons had a reciprocal affection for : 
each other. One of them ſhewing a deſire to 
travel, was earneſtly oppoſed by his companion, 
but in vain. The former ſets out upon his ram- 
bles, and encounters a thouſand unforeſeen 
dangers; while the latter ſuffers almoſt as much 
at home, through his apprehenſions for his ro- 
ving friend. However, our traveller, after many 
hairbreadth eſcapes, returns at length in ſafety 
back, and the two pigeons are, once again, 
mutually happy in each other's company.” 
Now the application of this Fable is utterly 
vague and uncertain, for want of circumſtan- 
ces to determine, whether the author deſigned 
23 to repreſent the dangers of the Travel- 
ler; his friend's anxiety during his. abſence ; or 


their mutual happineſs on his return, Whereas 
had the travelling pigeon met with no diſaſters 
on his way, but only found all pleaſures infipid 
for want of his friend's participation; and had 
he returned from no other motive, than a deſire 


of ſeeing him again, the whole then had * 
pry 
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pily cloſed in this one conſpicuous inference, 
that the preſence of a real friend is the moſt de- 
ſirable of all gratifications. _ | 


The laſt rule I have mentioned, that a Fable 
ſhould be natural, may be violated ſeveral ways. 
'Tis oppoſed, when we make creatures enter 
into unnatural affociations. Thus the ſheep or 
the goat muſt not be made to hunt with the 
lion; and it is yet more abſurd, to repreſent the 
lion as falling in love with the foreſter's daugh- 
ter. *Tis infringed, by aſcribing to them appe- 
tites and paſſions that are not conſiſtent with 
their known characters; or elſe by euploying 
them in ſuch occupations, as are foreign and. 
unſuitable to their reſpective natures. A fox 
ſhould not be ſaid to long for grapes; an * 
hog pretend to drive away flies; nor a partridge 
offer his ſervice to delve in the vineyard. A 
e iron and an earthen vaſe ſhould not 
wim together down a river; and he that ſhould 
make his gooſe lay golden eggs, would ſhew 
a luxuriant fancy but very little udgment. In 
ſhort, nothing beſides the faculty of ſpeech and 
reaſon, which Fable has been allowed to confer 
even upon inanimates, muſt ever contradict the 
nature of things, or at leaſt the commonly re- 
ceived opinions concerning them. 


Opinions indeed, altho' erroneous, if they ei- 
ther are, or have been univerſally received, may 
afford ſufficient foundation for a Fable. The 
mandrake, here, may be made to utter groans ] 

an 
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and the dying ſwan to pour forth her elegy.. . 
The ſphynx and the phoenix, the ſyren and the 
centaur, have all the exiſtence that is requiſite 
for Fable. Nay, the goblin, the fairy, = even 
the man in the moon, may have each his pro- 
vince allotted him, provided it be not an impre- 

one. Here the Rong of opinion ſupphes 
the place of fact, and in this manner truth may 


fairly be deduced from falſchood. 


Concerning the incidents proper. for Fable, 
it is a rule without exception, that they ought 
always to be few; it being F to the nature 
of this compoſition to admit of much variety. 
Vet a Fable with only ene ſingle incident may 
poſſibly appear too naked. If Eſop and Phæ- 
drus are herein ſometimes too ſparing, Fontaine 
and La Motte are as often too profule. In this, 
1 as in moſt. other matters, a medium certainly is 
il beſt. In a word, the incidents ſhould not only ' 
| de few but ſhort; and like thoſe in the Fables 
of the ſwallow and other birds,” the miller 
and his ſon,” and “ the court and count 
mouſe,” they muſt naturally ariſe out of the 
ſubject, and ſerve to illuſtrate and enforce. the 


Moral.. 


SECT. 


Ax ESSAY ov FABLE. Min 


S E C F. III. 
Of the Perſons, Characlers, and Sentiments of Fable, 


HE race of animals rt preſent themſelves 

as the proper actors in this little drama. 
They are indeed a ſpecies that approaches, in 
many reſpects, ſo near to our own, that we need 
only lend them ſpeech, in order to produce a 
friking reſemblance. It would however be 
unreaſonable, to expect a ſtrict and univerſal 
ſimilitude. There is a certain meaſure and de- 
gree of analogy, with which the moſt diſcern- 


ing reader will reſt contented :. for inſtance, he 


will accept the properties of animals, altho' ne- 
ceſſary and invariable, as the images of our in- 


clinations, tho' never ſo res. To require more 
than this, were to ſap the very foundations of 
allegory; and even to deprive ourſelves of half 


the pleaſure that flows from poetry in general. 


Salomon ſends us to the ant, to learn the wiſ-- 
dom of induſtry : and our inimitable ethic poet 
introduces Nature herſelf as giving us a ſimilar 


kind of counſel. 
Thus then to Man the voice of Nature ſpate ; 


«© Go, from the Creatures thy inſtructions tate 


There all the forms of ſocial union find, 
*« And thence let reaſon late in/trut} mankind,” 


He ſuppoſes that animals in their native cha- 
racters, without the advantages of ſpeech and 


reaſon . 


_ 
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reaſon which are aſſigned them by the Fabuliſts, 
may, in regard to Morals as well as Arts, become 
examples to the human race. Indged, I am 
afraid we have ſo far deviated into aſcititious 
appetites and fantaſtick manners, as to find the 
expediency of copying from them that ſimplici- 

we ourſelves have loſt. If animals in them- 
ſelves may be thus exemplary, how much more 
may they be made inſtructive, under the direc- 
tion of an able Fabulift ; who by conferring up- 
on them the gift of language, contrives to make 
their inſtincts more intelligible, and their ex- 
amples more determinate | 


But theſe are not his only actors. The Fabuliſt 
Has one advantage above all other writers what- 
ſoever; as all the works both of art and na- 
ture are more immediately at his diſpoſal. He 
has, in this reſpect, a liberty not allowed to 
epick, or dramatick writers; who are undoubt- 
edly more limited in the choice of perſons to 
be employed. He has authority to preſs into- 
his ſervice every kind of exiftence under hea- 
ven: not only beaſts, birds, inſets, and all the 
animal creation; but flowers, ſhrubs, trees, and 
all the tribe of vegetables. Even mountains, 
foſſils, minerals, and the inanimate works of 
nature, diſcourſe articulately at his command, 
and act the part which he aſſigns them, The 
virtues, vices, and every froperty of beings, re- 
ceive from him a /zcal habitation and a name. In 
mort he may perſonify, beſtow life, ſpeech and 
action on whatever. he thinks proper, ' 

. & 
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It is eaſy to_imagine what a ſource of novelty 


and variety this muſt open, to a genius capable 


of conceiving, and of employing, theſe ideal 
perſons in a proper manner: what an opportu- 
nity it affords him to diverſify his images, and 
to treat the fancy with change of objef7s, while 
he ſtrengthens the underſtanding, or regulates 
the paſſions, by a ſucceſſion of Truths. Lo raiſe 


beings like theſe into a ſtate of action and in- 


telligence, gives the Fabuliſt an undoubted 
claim to the i character of the poet, a Creator. 
I rank him not, as I ſaid before, with the wri- 
ters of epick or dramatick poems ; but the maker 
of pins or needles is as much an artiſt, as an 
anchor-ſmith : and a painter in miniature may 
ſhew as much ſkill, as he who paints in the 
largeſt proportions: „11 


When theſe perſons are once raiſed, we muſt 


carefully injoin them proper taſks; and aflign 
them ſentiments and language ſuitable to their 


we properties. 


A raven ſhould not be extolled for her voice, 
nor a bear be repreſented with an elegant ſhape. 
T were a very obvious inſtance of abſurdity, to 
paint an hare, cruel ; or a wolf, compaſſionate. 
An aſs were but ill qualified to be General of 
an army, tho' he may well enough ſerve per- 
haps for one of the trumpeters. But fo long 
as popular opinion allows to the lion, magna- 
nimity; rage, to the tiger; ſtrength, to the 
mule; cunning, to the fox; and buffoonery, 

| to. 


ſeveral natures, and ref; 
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to the monkey; why may they not ſupport the 
characters of an Agamemnon, Achilles, Ajax, 
Ulyſſes and Therſites ? The truth is, when Mo- 
ral actions are with judgment attributed to the 
brute creation, we ſcarce perceive that nature is 
at all violated by the Fabuliſt. He appears, at 
moſt, to have only tranſlated their language. 
His lions, wolves, and foxes, behave and argue 
as thoſe creatures would, had they originally been 
endowed with the human faculties of ſpeech 
and reaſon. 


But greater art is yet required, whenever we 
perſonity inanimate — Here the copy ſo 
far deviates from the great lines of nature, that 
without the niceſt care, reaſon will revolt againſt 
the fiction. However, beings of this ſort, ma- 
naged ingeniouſly, and with addreſs, recommend 
the Fabuliſt's invention by the grace of novelty 
and of variety, Indeed the analogy between 
things natural and artificial, animate and inani- 
mate, is often ſo very ſtriking, that we can, 
with ſeeming propriety, give paſſions and ſenti- 
ments to every. individual part of exiſtence. 
Appearance favours the deception. The vine 
may be mmamoured of the elm; her embraces teſ- 
tify her paſſion. The ſwelling mountain may, 
naturally enough, be delivered of a mouſe. . The 
gourd may reproach the pine, and the ſky-rocket 
inſult the ſtars. The axe may ſollicit a new 
handle of the foreſt ; and the moon, in her „e- 
male character, requeſt a faſhionable garment, 
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Here is nothing incongruous ; nothing that 
ſhocks the reader with impropriety: On the other 
hand, were the axe to deſire a fine periwig, 
and the moon petition for a new pair of boots; 
probability would then be violated, and the ab- 

furdity become too glaring. | 


Fer. N. 
On the Language of Fable. 


HE moſt beautiful Fables that ever were 
invented, may be disfigured' by the Lan- 
guage in which they are cloathed. Of this, poor 
ſop in ſome of his Engliſh dreſſes, affords a 
melancholy proof. The ordinary ſtile of Fable 
ſhould be YJamiltar, but it ſhould alſo be elegant. 
Were I to inſtance any ſtyle that I ſhould prefer 
on this occafion, it ſhould be that of Mr. Addi- 
ſen's little tales in the Spectator. That eaſe and 
ſimplicity, that conciſeneſs and propriety, that 
ſubdued and decent humour he ſo remarkably 
diſcovers in thoſe compolitions ; ſeem to have 
qualify'd him for a Fabuliſt, almoſt beyond any 
other writer. But to return. * f 


The Familiar, ſays Mr. La Motte, to whoſe 
ingenious Eſſay I have often been obliged in this 
diſcourſe, is the general tone, or accent of Fable, 
It was thought Rlkcient, on its firſt appearance. 
to lend the animals our moſt common language, 


Nor indeed have they any exttgordinary 22 
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fan to the ſublime; it being requiſite they 
ſhould ſpeat with the ſame ſimplicity that they 


.- The Familiar alſo is more proper for inſinua- 
tion, than the Elzvated; this being the language 
of reflection, as the former is the voice of ſemi- 
ment. We guard ourſelves againſt the one, but 
he open to the other; and inſtruction will al- 
ways the moſt effectually ſway us, when it ap- 
pears leaſt jealous of its rights and privileges. 


The Familiar ſtyle however that is here re- 
quired, notwithſtanding that appearance of Eaſe 
which is its character, is perhaps more difficult 
to write, than the elevated or ſublime. A writer 
more readily ives when he has riſen above 
the common language; than he perceives, in 
ſpeaking this language, whether he has made 
D the occaſion : 
and-it is nevertheleſs, upon this choice that 
all the charm of the ſamiliar depends. More- 
over, the elevated 
 altho” it be not the beſt choſen ; whereas the 

familiar can procure itſelf no ſort of reſpect, 
if it be not eaſy, natural, juſt, delicate, and 
unaffected. A Fabuliſt muſt therefore beſtow 

reat attention upon his ſtyle: and even la- 
— it ſo much the more, that it may appear 
to have coſt him no pains at all. 5 


- The authority of Fontaine juſtifies this opi- 


nion 


ſtyle deceives and ſeduces, 


«Dam # MX 
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nion in regard to ſtyle. His Fables are per- 
haps the beſt examples of the genteel familiar as 
Sir Roger L'Eſtrange affords the groſſeſt, of the 
rndelicate and low. _ When we read that while 
the frog and the mouſe were diſputing it at 
{words point, down comes a kite powdering upon 
them in the interim, and gobbets up both to- 
gether to part the fray.” And where the fox 
reproaches ** a bevy of jolly goſfiping wenches 
making merry over a di of pullets, that, if he 
but peeped into a hen they always 
made a bawling with their dogs and their baſtards ; 


while you yourſelves, ſays he, can lie fuffing 


your guts with your and your capons, and 
not a word of the pudding.” This may be familiar, 
but is alſo coarſe and vulgar; and cannot fail to 
diſguſt a reader that has the leaſt degree of taſte 
or delicacy. _ | 


The ſtyle of Fable then muſt be ſimple and 
familiar; and it muſt litetuiſe be correct and ele- 
— By the former, I would adviſe that it 

0 


uld not be loaded with figure and meta- 


phor; that the diſpoſition of words be natural; 
the turn of ſentences, eaſy; and their conftruc- 
tion, unembarraſſed. By elegance, I would 
exclude all coarſe and provincial terms; all af- 
tected and puerile conceits; all obſolete and 
pedantick phraſes. To this I would adjoin, 
as tite wo perhaps implies, a certain gniſhing 


poliſh, which gives a grace and ſpirit to the 
whole; and whi 


ch, tho” it have always the 


We” 


* 
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ditule already. Let it ſuffice to hint, that little 


% 
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appearance of nature, is almoſt ever the er 
of art. i 


But, notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid, 
there are ſome occaſions on which it is allow- 
able, and even expedient to change the ſtyle. 
The language of a Fable muſt riſe or fall in con- 
formity to the ſubject. A Lien, when introduced 
in his capacity, muſt hold diſcourſe in 


-a ſtrain ſomewhat more elevated than a Coun- 


try-Mouſe. The lioneſs then becomes his Queen, 
and the beaſts of the foreſt are called his Subject: : 
a method that offers at once to the imagination, 
both the animal and the perſon he is deſigned to 
repreſents Again, the buftoon-monkey . ſhould 
avoid that pomp of phraſe, which the owl em- 

as her beſt pretence to wiſdom. Unleſs 
the ſtyle be thus judiciouſly varyed, it will be 
impoſſible to preſerve a juſt diſtinction of cha- 


| Deſcriptions, at once conciſe and pertinent, 


add a grace to Fable; but are then moſt happy, 
when included in the action: whereof the Fable 
of Boreas and the Sum affords us an example. An 
epithet well choſen is often a deſcription in it %; 


and fo much the more agreeable, as it the leſs 
retards us in our purſuit, of the cataſtrophe.” 


I might enlarge much further on the ſubject, 
but perhaps I may appear to have been too 


rokes 
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rokes of humour, when ariſing naturally from 


the ſubſect; and incidental reflettions, when kept 
in due ſubordination to the principal, add a 


value to theſe compoſitions. Theſe latter how- - 


ever ſhould be employed very ſparingly, and 
with great addreſs ; be very few and very ſhort : 
It is ven} enough that they naturally reſult 
from the ſubject: they ſhould be ſuch as may 
appear neceſſary and eſſential parts of the Fable, 
And when theſe embelliſhments, pleaſing in 
themſelves, tend to illuſtrate the main action, they 
then afford that nameleſs grace remarkable in 
Fontaine and ſome few others; and which per- 
ſons of the beſt diſcernment will more eaſily can- 


ceive, than they can explain. 
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From the Axcizwrs. 
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2 dne ell Balls Let > dvinfug 
diſcontented under the reign of Je- 
hovah, were defirous of having a 

king, like the reſt of the nations. They offer- 

ed the kingdom to Gideon their deli verer; to 


rouſly refuſed their offer, and reminded them, 
that Jehovah was their king. When Gideon 
was dead, Abimelech, his ſon by a.concubine; 
ſlew all his other ſons to the number of ſeventy; 
Jotham alone eſcaping and by the aflifiance 
| 1 "+. MM 


him, and to his poſterity after him: he gene- 
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"of the Bhechemites made himſelf king. Jo- 
ham, to repreſent to them their folly, and to 
| Hew them, that the moſt deſerving are gene- 

"rally the leaſt ambitious, whereas the worthleſs 
graſp at power with eagerneſs, and exerciſe it 
with inſolence and tyranny, 9 
— E 


„ * 

"Winton unto me, ye men of of Shochew, fo. 
may God hearken unto you. The trees, grown 
weary of the ſtate of freedom and equality in 
which God had placed them, met together to 
chuſe and to anoint a king over them : and 
they ſaid tothe Olive-tree, Reign thou over us. 
But the Olive-tree ſaid unto them, Shall I quit 
my fatneſs wherewith God and man is honour- 
ed, to diſquiet myſelf with the cares of goyern- 
ment, and to rule over the trees? And they faid 
unto the Fig- tree, Come thou, and reign over 
us. But the Fig- tree ſaid unto them, Shall I 
bid adieu to my ſweetneſs and my pleaſant fruit; 
to take upon me-the painful charge of royalty, 
and to be ſet over the trees? Then ſaid the 
trees unto the Vine, Come thou, and reign over 
us.” But'the Vine ſaid alſo-unto them, Shall I 
leave my wine which honoureth God- and 

cheareth 
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cheareth man, to bring upon myſelf nothing 
but trouble and anxiety, and to- become king 
of the trees? we are happy in our preſent lot: 
ſeek ſome other to reign over you. Then ſaid 
all the trees unto the Bramble, Come thou and 
reign over us. And the Bramble ſaid unto them, 
J will be your king; come ye all under my 
ſhadow, and be ſafe ; obey me, and I will grant 
you my protection. But if you obey me not, 
out of the Bramble ſhall come forth a fire, 
which ſhall devour even the cedars of Lebanon. 


FABLE II. 
The Frags petitioning Jupiter for a Kings 


A 8 Eſop was travelling over Greece, he 
| happened to paſs thro' Athens juſt after 
Piſiſtratus had aboliſhed the popular ſtate, and 
uſurped a ſovereign power; when perceiving 
that the Athenians bore the yoke, tho' mid 
and eaſy, with much impatience, he related 
to them the n fable. 


The ee h oſ F Was, A diſfcontent- 
ed, n. race, weary of liberty, and fond of 
D 3 : change, 
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change, petitioned” Jupiter to grant thema 


king. The good-natured deity, in order to in- 
dulge this their requeſt, with as little mĩſchief 
to che petitioners as poſſible, threw them down 
a Log. At firſt they regarded their new mo- 
narch with great reverence, and kept from him 
at a moſt reſpectful diſtance: but perceiving his 
tame and peaceable diſpoſition, they by degrees 
ventured to approach him with more familiar i- 
ty, till at length they conceived for him the 
utmoſt contempt. In this diſpeſition, they re- 
newed their requeſt to Jupiter, and intreated 
him to beſtow upon them another king. 'The 
Thunderer in his wrath ſent them a Crane, 
who no ſooner took poſſeſſion of his new do- 
minions, than he began to devour his ſubjects 
one - after another in a moſt capricious and 
tyrannical manner. They were now far more 
diffatisfied than before; when applying to Ju- 
piter a third time, they were diſmiſſed with 
this reproof, that the evil they complained of 
they had imprudently brought upon them- 
ſelves; and that they had no other remedy 


eee eee 
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OLE LT 
The Walf and the Shepherds... +. 
ow apt men are to condemn in others; 


what they practiſe themſelves wictout 
ſcruple! | 


A Wolf, ſays Plutarch, peeping into a hut, 


where a company of Shepherds were Tezaling 
themſelves with a joint of mutton; Lotd, ſaid 
he, what a clamour would theſe men have raiſ- 


ed, if they had catched me at ſuch a banqRiet ! : 


FABLE IV: 


| The Belly and the Lins: 
ENENIUS AGRIPP A a Re- 
man conſul, being deputed by the ſenate 
to appeaſe a dangerous tumult and ſedition of 


the people, who refuſed to pay the taxes ne- 


ceſſary for carrying on the buſineſs of the ſtate; 
convinced them of pork Toi 
Fr 1 | 
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My friends and countrymen, ſaid he, attend 
to my words. It once happened that the Mem- 
bers of the human body, taking ſome excep- 
tion at the conduct of the Belly, reſolved, no 
longer to grant him the uſual ſupplies. The 
Tongue firſt, in a ſeditious ſpeech, aggravated 
their grievances: and after bighly extolling the 
activity aud diligence of the Hands and Feet, 
ſet forth how hard and unreaſonable it was, 
- that the fruits of their labour ſhould be ſquan- 
dered aWay upon the inſatiable cravings of a fat 
and indolent Paunch, which was entirely uſe- 
leſs, and unable to do any thing towards help- 
ing bimſelf. This ſpeech was received with 
unanimous applauſe by all the Members. Im- 
mediately the Hands declared they would work 
no more: the Feet determined to carry no 
farther the load of Guts with which they had 
hitherto been oppreſſed ; nay the very Teeth 
refuſed to prepare a ſingle morſe} more for his 
uſe. In this diſtreſs, the Belly beſought them 
to conſider maturely, and not foment ſo ſenſe- 
Jeſs a rebellion. Thete is none of you, ſays he, 
can be ignorant that whatſoever you beſtow 
upon me, is immediately converted to your uſe, 
and diſperſed by me for the good of you all into 

+. every 
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every Limb. But he remonſtrated in vain; 
for during the clamours of paſſion, the voice 
of reaſon is always diſregarded. It being there- 
fore impoſlible for him to quiet the tumult, he 
ſtarved for want of their aſſiſtance, and the 
body waſted away to a ſkeleton. The Limbs. 
grown weak and languid, were ſenſible at laſt 
of their error, and would fain have returned 
to their reſpective duties; but it was now too 
hte, death had taken poſſeſſion of the whole, 


and they all periſhed together. 
FABLEV. 


The Fax and the * Swallow. 


RISTOTLE informs us that the fol- 
lowing fable was ſpoken by Eſop to the 
Samians, on a debate upon changing their 
miniſters, roared tener. | 
nn nE 


. Inflead of the fallow, it was originally a hedge- 
hog : but as that creature ſeemed very unfit tor the buſ | | 
neſs of driving away flies, twas thought more proper to ! 
fbſtitute the fallow, 3 


D 5 A Fox 


84 
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A Fox ſwimming acroſs a river, happened 
to be entangled in ſome weeds that grew near 
the bank, from which he was unable to extri- 
cate himſelf. As he lay thus expoſed to whole 

ſwarms of flies, who were galling him and ſuck- 

ing his blood; a Swallow obſerving his diftreſs, 

kindly offered to drive them away. By no 

means, faid the Fox ; for if theſe ſhould be 

chaſed away, who are already ſufficiently gorged, 

anothet more hungry ſwarm would ſucceed, 
and I ſhould be robbed of every remaining 
drop of blood in my veins. 


FABLE VI. 
The Fax and the Ro. 


* 


Fe l 
branch of a tree, with a fine piece of 


cheeſe in her mouth, immediately began to 
conſider how he might poſſeſs himſelf of ſo de- 
licious a morſel. Dear madam, faid he, I am 
extremely glad to have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you this morning: your beautiful ſhape, and 
ſhining feathers, are the delight of my eyes; 
and {age you condeſcend to favour me with 


7 % a ſong, 
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aſong, I doubt not but your voice is equal to 
the reſt of your accompliſhments. Deluded 
with this flattering ſpeech, the tranſported Ra» 
ven opened her mouth, in order to give him a 
ſpecimen of her pipe, when down dropt the 
cheeſe: which the Fox immediately ſnatching 
up, bore it away in triumph, leaving the Raven 
to lament her credulous vanity at her leiſure. 


AB LE VII. 


The Fur and the Stark; 


HE Fox, tho' in general more inclined to 
roguery than wit, had once a ſtrong in- 
clination to play the wag with his neighbour 
the Stork. He accordingly invited her to din- 
ner in great form; but when it came upon 
the table, the Stork found it conſiſted intirely 
of different ſoups, ſerved up in broad ſhallow 
diſhes, ſo that ſhe could only dip in the end of 
her bill, but could not poſſibly ſatisfy her hunger. 
The Fox lapped it up very readily, and every 
now and then, addreſſing himſelf to his gueſt, 
deſired to know how ſhe liked her entertains 
ment; hoped that every thing was ſeaſoned to 


* 
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her mind; and proteſted he was very ſorry to 
ſee her eat fo ſparingly. The Stork, perceiving 
ſhe was played upon, togk no notice of it, but 
pretended to like every diſh extremely : and 
at parting preſſed the Fox fo earneſtly to re- 
tura her viſit, that he could not in civility re- 
fuſe. 'The day arrived, and he repaired to his 
appointment ; but to his great mortification, 
when dinner appeared, he found it compoſed 
of minced meat, ſerved up in long narrow- 
necked glaſſes; ſo that he was only tantalized 
with the ſight of what it was impoſſible for him 
to taſte. The Stork thruſt in her long bill, 
and helped herſelf very plentifully ; then turn- 
ing to Reynard, who was eagerly licking the 
outſide of a jarr where ſome ſauce had been 
fpilled—1 am very glad, faid ſhe ſmiling, that 
you feem to have ſo good an appetite ; I hope 
you will make as hearty a dinner at my table 
as I did the other day at yours, Reynard. 
hung down his head, and looked very much 
difpleaſed. —Nay, nay, ſaid the Stork, don't 
pretend to be out of humour about the matter : 
they that cannot«take a jeſt, ſhould. never 
make one. | | 


FABLE 
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FABLE VII. 


9 a pert young templer, or city 


apprentice, ſets up for a fine gentle- 
man, with the aſſiſtance of an embroidered 
waiſtcoat and Dreſden ruffles, but without one 
qualification proper to the character, how fre- 
quently does it happen, that he is laughed at 
by his equals, . Page 4241 
preſumed to imitate ! | 


A pragmatical Jackdaw was eee 


/ imagine, that he wanted nothing but the co- 
| loured plumes, to render him as elegant a bird 
as the Peacock. Puffed up with this wiſe con- 
ceit, he dreſſed himſelf with a ſufficient quan- 


But he no ſooner attempted to aſſociate with 
theſe genteel creatures, than an affected ſtrut 


tity of their moſt beautiful feathers, and in 
this borrowed garb, forſaking his old com- 
panions, endeavoured to paſs: for a Peacock, 


i ANCIENT FABLES. 
feathers, ſoon ſtripped him of his finery ,reduc- 
ed him to a mere Jackdaw, and grove him back 
to his brethren; by whom he was now equal- 
ly deſpiſed, and juſtly puniſhed with deriſion 
and contempt. 
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HEN cruelty and injuſtice are arm- 


o 


A Wolf and a Lamb were accidentally 
quenching their thirſt together at the ſame ri- 
vulet. || The Wolf ſtood towards the head gf 
the ſtream, and the Lamb at ſome diſtance be- 
low. The injurious beaſt, reſolved on a quar- 
rel, fiercely demands — How dare you diſturb 
the water Which I ani drinking? The poor 


Lamb, all trembling, replies, How, I beſeech 
you, can that poſſibly be the caſe, ſince the 
cutrent ſets from you to me? Diſconcerted by 


the force of truth, W 
2 2 X 
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Six months ago, ſays he, you vilely ſlandered 
me. Impoſſible, returns the Lamb, for I was 
not then born, No matter, it was your father 
then, or ſome of your relations; and imme- 
diately ſeizing the innocent Fans hs tore 
rv. r a * me 0 
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FABLE. X. 


The Mountain i Lab 


RUMOUR once / erent that is * 
neighbouring Mountain was in labour; 
it was affirmed that ſhe had been heard to ut- 
ter prodigious groans; and a general expecta- 
tion had been raifed, that ſome extraordinary 
birth was at hand. Multitudes flocked with 
much eagerneſs to be witneſſes of the wonder- 
_ ful event: one expecting ker to be delivered 
of a giant; another of fome enormous mon- 
ſter; and all were ſuſpended in earneſt expec- 
tation of ſomewhat grand and aſtoniſhing. 
When after waiting with great impatience.a 
conſiderable time, behold ! out crept a Mouſe; 
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FABLE XI. 
The Boys and the Frogs. 


N the margin of a large lake, which was 
inhabited by a great number of Frogs, a 
company of Boys happened to beat play. Their 
diverſion was duck and drake ; and whole vol- 
lies of ſtones were thrown into-the water, to 
the great annoyance and danger of the poor 
terrified Frogs. At length one of the moſt 
bardy, lifting up his head above the ſurface of 
the lake; Ay, dear children, faid he, why 
will ye learn ſo ſoon the cruel practices of your 
race? Conſider, I beſeech you, that tho' this. 
drm. it is death to us. | 


FABLE XlI. 


The Lark and ber Yon. 


LARK having built her neſt in a field 
of corn, it grew ripe before her Young 
were well able to fly. Apprehenſive for their 


ſaſety, ſhe enjoined them, while ſhe went out. 


* 
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in order to provide for their ſubſiſtence, to liſten 
very attentively to any diſcourſe they might 
hear about reaping the field. At her return 
they told her, that'the farmer and his ſon had 
been there, and had agreed to ſend to ſome of 
their neighbours, to aſſiſt them in cutting it 
down the next day. And ſo they depend, it 
ſeems, upon neighbours, ſaid the mother: very 
well: then I think we have no occaſion to be 
afraid of to-morrow. The next day ſhe went 
out, and left with them the ſame injunction as 
before. When ſhe returned, they acquainted 
her that the farmer and his ſon had again been 
there, but as none of their neighbours came 
to their aſſiſtance, they had deferred reaping 
till the next day, and intended to ſend for help 
to their friends and relations. I think we 
may ſtill venture another day, ſays the mo- 
ther ; but however be careful as before, to let 
me know what paſles in my abſence. They 
now inform her, that the farmer and his ſon 
had a third time viſited the field ; and finding 
that neither friend nor relation had regarded 
their ſummons, they were determined to come 
the next morning and cut it down themſelves. 


. then, replied the Lark, it is time ta 
think 


% 


| . 
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think of removing: for as they now depend 
only upon themſelves for doing their own 
3 it will undoubtedly ett 


"he FABLE X. 


> 7 
gu. i; Much 
» 21720 
8 TA eee eee 
lake, was ſtruck with the beauty of his 
horns, which he faw reflected in the water. 
At the ſame time, obſerving the extreme flen- 
derneſs of his legs; What pity it is, ſaid he, 
that fo fine a creature ſhould be furniſhed with 
fo deſpicable a ſet of ſpindle ſhanks l what a 
truly noble animal I ſhould be, were my legs 
in any degree anſwerable to my horns! In 
the midſt of this ſoliloquy, he was alarmed 
with the cry of a pack of hounds, He im- 
mediately flies through the foreſt, and leaves 
his purſuers ſo far behind, that he might pro- 
bably have eſcaped ; but taking into a thick 
where he was held till the hounds came up, 
and tore him in pieces. In his laſt moments,” 
de thus exclaimed How ill do we judge of 
#+* $64. 
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our true advantages the legs which I deſpiſed 
would have borne'me'away in ſafety, had not 
* wenne per un me to rum. 
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m Stall aal Birds 


\ SWALLOW A an denne 

L employed in ſowing hemp, called the little 
Birds together, and informed them what the 
farmer was about. He told them that hemp 
was the material from which the nets, ſo fatal 


to the feathered race, were compoſed ; and ad- 


viſed them unanimouſly to join in picking it up 
in order to prevent the conſequences. The 
Birds, eitherdiſbelieving his information, or ne- 


__ gleCting his advice, gave themſelves no trouble 
about the matter. In a little time the hemp 


appeared above ground: the friendly Swallow 
again addreſſed himſelf to them, told them it 
was not yet too late, provided they would imme - 
taken too deep root. But they ſtill rejecting 
his advice, he forſook their ſociety, repaired 


— there built his 
* habita- 
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and kept his reſidence, . One day, 
as he was ſkimming along the ſtreet, he hap- 
pened to ſee a large parcel of thoſe very Birds, 
impriſoned in a cage, on the ſhoulders of a 
bird-tatcher. - Unhappy wretches, ſaid he, you 
now feel the puniſhment of your former ne- 
glect. But thoſe, who, having no foreſight of 
their own, deſpiſe the wholeſome admonition 
of their friends, deſerve the miſchiefs which 
— ——— brings upon 
their heads. 5 


FAB L E xv. 
1 


N- Aſs, who lived in the ſame houſe with 
a favourite Lap-dog, obſerving the ſu- 
perior degree of affection which the little mi- 
nion enjoyed, imagined he had nothing more 
to do, in order to ghtain- an equal ſhare 
in the good graces of che family, than to 
imitate the Lap-dog's playful and endear- 
ing careſſes. Accordingly, he began to friſk 
about before his maſter, kicking up his heels 
and braying, in an aukward affectation of wan- 
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tonneſs and pleaſantry. This —_ 
viour could not fail of raiſing much laughter, 
which the Aſs miſtaking for approbatiog, and 
encouragement, he proceeded to leap upon his 
maſter's breaſt, and began very familiarly to 
lick his face : but he was preſently convinced 
by the force of a good cudgel, that what is 

ſprightly and agreeable in one, may in another 
be juſtly cenſured as rude and impertinent ; 
and that the ſureſt way to gain eſteem, is for 
every one to act ſuitably to his own natural 
genius and — oÞ 


— 


FABLE XVI, 


The Lion and the Mouſe. 


LION by accident laid his paw upon a 
r poor innocent mouſe. The frighted little 
creature, imagining ſhe was juſt going to be 
devoured, ' begged hard for her liſe, urged that 
clemency was the faireſt attribute of power, 
and earneſtly intreated his majeſty not to ſtain 
his illuſtrious paws with the blood of fo infigs 
nificant an animal: upon which, the Lion very 


. — 


he 
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few days afterwards, that the Lion ranging for 
his prey, fell into the toils of the hunter. The 


Mouſe heard his roarings, knew the voice of 
her benefactor, and immediately repairing to 
his aſſiſtance, gnawed in pieces the meſhes of 
the net, and by delivering her preſerver, con- 
vinced him that there is no creature ſo much 
below another, but may have it in his pou 
to return a good office, | 


FABLE XVII, 4 


| The Wal and the c. 2 


A WOLF *. with 8 greedineſs 
ſwallowed a bone, it unfortunately ſtuck 
in his throat ; and in the violence of his pain 
he applied to ſeveral animals, earneſtly intreat- 
ing them to extract it. None cared to ha- 
zard the dangerous experiment, except the 
Crane; who, perſuaded by his ſolemn promiſes 
of a gratuity, ventured to thruſt her enormous 
length of neck down his throat, and having 
lucceſsfully performed the operation, claimed 


the recompence. See the unreaſonableneſs of 


r have I not 
4 iu. 
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| ſuffered thee ſafely to draw thy neck out of my 
jaws, eee e 
. 


FABLE XVII. 


| The cee. Snake, 


N —— . aan 
lying under a hedge, almoſt frozen to 
death. He was moved with compaſſion; and 
bringing it home, he laid it near the fire, and 
gaye it ſome new milk. Thus fed and che- 
riſhed, the creature preſeutly began to revive: 
but no ſooner had he recoyered ſtrength enough 
to do miſchief, than he ſprung upon the coun- 
tryman's wife, bit one of his children, and in 
ſhort, threw the whole family into confuſion 
and terror. Ungrateful wretch ! ſaid the man, 
thou haſt ſufficiently taught me how ill- judged 
it is to confer benefits on the worthleſs and 
undeſerving. S0 ſaying, he ſnatched up a 
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FABLE XIX. 


The Dag and . 


A N hungry Spanid, . 
fleſh from a butcher's ſhop, was carrying 
it acroſs a river. The water being clear, and 
the ſun ſhining brightly, he ſaw his own image 
in the ſtream, and fancied it to be another dog 
with a more delicious morſe] : upon which, 
unjuſtly and greedily opening his jaws to 
1 — © m8 


. 
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Pn and and hadonce x dipuce, 
; which of them could ſooneſt prevail with 
© acertain traveller to part with his cloak. ZEolus 
began the attack, and aſſaulted him with grea 
violence. But the man wrapping his cloak 
ſtill cloſer about him, doubled his efforts to 
keep it, and went on his way. And now, 
Phoebus darted bis wam inſinuating rays, 
which 
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the rage of /Eolus could not compel him to 
reſign. Learn hence, ſaid Phoebus to the bluſ- 
tering god, that ſoft and gentle means will often 
accompliſh, what force andfurycan never effect. 


FABLE XXL 


| LEAN half-ſtarved Wolf deg 


ſtrolled. in the way of a ſtrong well- fed 
Maſtiff. The Wolf being much too weak to 
act upon the offenſive, thought it moſt pru- 


dent to accoſt honeſt Towſer in a friendly 
manner: and among other civilities, very com- 


plaiſantly congratulated him on his goodly ap- 
pearance. Why, yes, returned the Maſtiff, I 
am indeed in tolerable caſe; and if you will 
follow me, you may ſoon be altogether in as 
good a plight. The Wolf pricked up his ears 
at the propoſal, and requeſted to be informed 


what he muſt do to earn ſuch plentiful meals. 


Very little, replied the Maſtiff ; only drive. 
away beggars, careſs my maſter, and be civil 
to his family. A theſe . the hungry 
y E Wolf 


which melting the traveller by degrees, atlength | 
obliged him to throw aſide that cloak, which all 
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Wolf had no objection, and very readily con- 
ſented to follow his new acquaintance where- 
ever he would conduct him. As they were 
trotting along, the Wolf obſerved that the hair 
was worn in a circle round his friend's neck; 
which-raiſed his curioſity to enquire what was 
the occaſion of it. Nothing, anſwered the 
Maſtiff, or a mere trifle ; perhaps the collar to 
which my chain is ſometimes faſtened. Chain 
replied the Wolf, with much ſurprize; it ſhould 
- ſeem then that you are not permitted to rove 
about where and when you pleaſe. Not al- 
ways, returned Towſer, hanging down his 
head ; but what does that ſignify ? It ſignifies 
ſo much, rejoined the Wolf, that I am reſolved 
to have no ſhare in your dinners : half a meal 
” with liberty, is in mycſtimation preferable to 
| 1 


Dr 


| FABLE XXII 


* 


| Furtun andthe A. 


nk. 


A SCHOQL-B OY; fatigued with play, 
ſelf down by the brink of a 


| deep pit. © he fell faſt aſleep. Fortune 
happening to paſs by, ſaw him in this danger« 


ous 


the blame; though in fact, the accident would 
have been wholly owing to your own care- 
leſſneſs. | 


Misfortune, ſaid a celebrated cardinal, is 
but another word for imprudence, The 


maxim is by no means abſolutely true: certain, 
however, it is, that mankind ſuffer more evils 
from their own imprudence, than from events 


which it is not in their power to controul, 


1 Tb Frog ard the Ox. 


A FROG being wonderfully ſtruck with 


the ſize and majeſty of an ox that was 
grazing in the marſhes, could not forbear en- 
deavouring to expand herſelf to the ſame port- 
ly magnitude. After puffing and ſwelling for 


ome time: What think you, ſiſter, ſaid 
ſhe, will this do? Far from it. Will 


this?” By no means. But this ſurely will.“ 
Nothing like it. In Qhort, after many ridicu- 
| E 2 lous 
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ous ſituation, and kindly gave him a tap on 
. the ſhoulder : My dear child, ſaid ſhe, if you 
had fallen into this pit, I ſhould have borne. 


— * 


. prerogative ; the ſecond I think is due to my 


tight to the fourth, let him ſpeak, Awed 
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lous efforts to the ſame fruitleſs purpoſe, the 
imple Frog burſt her ſkin, and miſerably ex- 
pired upon the ſpot. | 


FABLE XXIV. 
The Lion and «ther Beaſts hunting in Partner ſhip. | 


11—— a Lynx, and a Wolf 
were ambitious of the honour of hunting 
with the Lion. His ſavage majeſty graciouſly 
condeſcended to their deſire, and it was agreed 
that they ſhould all have an equal ſhare in 
whatever might be taken. They ſcour the 
foreſt, are unanimous in the purſuit ; and, after 


. a very fine chace, pull down a noble Stag, 


It was divided with great dexterity by the 
Lynx, into four equal parts ; but juſt as he 
was going to ſecure his ſhare—Hold, ſays the 
Lion, let no one preſume to ſerve himſelf, till 
he hath heard our juſt and reaſonable claims, 
I ſeize upon the firſt quarter by virtue of my 


ſuperior conduct and courage; I cannot forego 
the third on account of the neceſſities of my 
den ; and if any one is inclined to diſpute my 
by 
the 
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the majeſty of his frown, and the terror of his 
paws, they ſilently withdrew, reſolving never 
'M hunt again but with their 6am DE 


FABLE XXV. 
The Ant and the By. 


A N Ant and a Fly had once a ridiculous 


conteſt about precedency, and were at- - 


guing which of the two was the more honour- 


able: ſuch diſputes moſt. frequently happen 


amongſt the loweſt and moſt worthleſs crea- 
tures, The Fly expreſſed great reſentment, 
that ſuch a poor, crawling inſect ſhould pre- 
ſume to lie baſking in the ſame ſunſhine, with 
one ſo much her ſuperior ! Thou haſt not ſure- 
ly the inſolence, faid the, © to imagine thyſelf 
of an equal rank with me. I am none of your 


mechanic creatures who live by their induſtry ; 


but enjoy in plenty, and without labour, every 


thing that is truly delicious. I place myſelf 
uncontrouled upon the heads of kings; I kiſs 


with freedom the lips of beauties; and feaſt 


upon the choiceſt ſacrifices that are offered to 


the gods. To eat with the gods, replied the 
* and to enjoy the favours of the fair and 


E's: : the 


* 
+ 
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-not proceeded, far, before they perceived a Bear 


being very 5 upon 
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the powerful, would be great honour indeed. 


to one who was an invited or a welcome gueſt ; 


but an impertinent intruder, who is driven out 
with averſion an] contempt where-ever he ap- 
pears, has not much cauſe methinks to boaſt 
of his privileges. And as to the honour of 
not labouring for your ſubſiſtence ; here too 
your boaſt is only your diſgrace ; for hence it 


is, that one half of the year you are deſtitute 


even of the common necefiaries of life ;-whilft 
I, at the fame time, retiring to the hoarded 


...granaries which my honeſt induſtry has filled, 
enjoy every ſatisfaction, independent of the fa- 
your either of beauties or of kings. 


7 . 


| FABLE XXVI. 
The Bear and the two Friends, 


WO Friends, ſetting out together upon 
a journey which led thro' a dangerous 
foreſt, mutually promiſed to àſſiſt each other, 
if they ſhould happen to be aſſaulted. They had 


making towards them with great rage. There 
were no hopes in flight; but one of them, 


which 
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which the other, throwing himſelf flat on the 
ground, held his breath, and pretended to be 
dead ; remembering to have heard it aſſerted, 
that this creature will not prey upon a dead 
carcaſe, The Bear came up, and after ſmell- 
ing to him ſome time, left him, and went on, 
When he was fairly out of fight and hearing, 
the hero from the tree calls out Well, my 
friend, what ſaid the Bear? He ſeemed to 
whiſper you very cloſely. He did ſo, replied 
the other, and gave me this good piece of ad- 
vice; never to aſſociate with a wretch, who 
in the hour of danger will deſert his friend. 


FABLE XXVIL 
The Bull and the Gnat. 


11 Gnat, fully perſuad- 
ed of his own importance, having placed 
himſelf on the horn of a Bull, expreſſed great 
uneaſineſs leſt his weight ſhould be incommo- 
dious ; and with much ceremony begged the 
Bull's pardon for the liberty he had taken; 
aſſuring him that he would immediately ro- 
move, if be preſſed too hard upon him. Give 
ee | 
E4 -; "> 
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"the Bull, I beſeech you: for as I never per- 
"ccived when you fate down, I ſhall probably 
not miſs you whenever you think fit to riſe up. 


/ | 


FABLE XXVII. 
The Waſps and the Bees. 


RETENDERS of every kind are beſt 
detected by appealing to their works. 


Some honeycombs being claimed by a ſwarm 
of Waſps, the right owners proteſted againft 
their demand, and the cauſe was referred to 
a Hornet. Witneſſes being examined, they 
depoſed that certain winged creatures, who 
had a loud hum, were of a yellowiſh colour, 
and ſomewhat like Bees, were obſerved a con- 
Gderable time hovering about the place where 
this neſt was found. But this did not ſufſi- 
ciently decide the queſtion ; for theſe charac- 
teriſtics, the Hornet obſerved, agreed no leſs 
with the Bees than with the Waſps. At length 
a'ſenſible old Bee offered to put the matter 
upon this deciſive iſſue: Let a place be ap- 
pointed by the court, ſaid he, for the plain- 
Us and defendants to work in: it will then 


ſoon 


- 
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foon appear which of us are capable of form- 
ing ſuch regular cells, and afterwards of fill- 
ing them with ſo delicious a fluid. The 
Waſps, refuſing to agree to this propoſal, ſuf- 
ficiently convinced the judge on which fide 


the right lay: and he deereedithe e 


accordingly. 
FAB * E XXIX. 


The Old Mon and Death 


ga Old man, quite ſpent with 
carrying a burthen of ſticks which with 


much labour he had gathered in a neighbouring 
wood, called upon Death to releaſe him from 


we fatigues he endured. Death hearing the 


invocation, was immediately at his elbow, and 
aſked him what he wanted. Frighted and 
trembling at the unexpected appearance ;—O 
good fir! ſaid he, my burthen had like to 
have ſlipt from me, and being unable to recover 


it myſelf, I only implored your . 


\ replace it on my ſhoulders, . 


AP # 
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FABLE XXX. 


eee 
once the honour to receive a viſit from 
an old acquaintance belonging to the court. 
The Country-mouſe, extremely glad to ſee her 
gueſt, very hoſpitably ſet before her the beſt 
cheeſe and bacon which her cottage afforded ; 
and as to their beverage, it was the pureſt wa- 
© | ter from the ſpring. The repaſt was homely 
indeed, but the welcome hearty : they ſate 
and chatted away the evening together very 
agteeably, and then retired in peace and quiet- 
neſs each to her little cell. The next morn- 
ing when the gueſt was to take her leave, ſhe 
kindly preſſed her country friend to accempany 
| her ; ſetting forth in very pompous terms, the 
great elegance and plenty in which the lived 
at court. The Country-mouſe was eaſily pre- 
vailed upon, and they ſet out together. It was 
late in the evening when they arrived at the 
palace; however, in one of the rooms, they 
ſound the remains of a ſumptuous entertain- 
8 There were creams and jellies, and 


kwects | 
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ſweatmeats; and every thing, in ſhort, of the 
moſt delicate kind: the cheeſe was Parmeſan, © 
and they wetted their whiſkers in exquiſite 
Champaign. But before they had half finiſh- 
ed their repaſt, they were alarmed with the 
barking and ſcratching of a lap-dog; then 
the mewing of a cat frightened them almoſt to 
death ; by and by, a whole train. of ſervants 
burſt into the room, and every thing was ſwept 
away in an inſtant. Ah ! my dear friend, ſaid 
the Country-mouſe, as ſoon as ſhe had reco- 
vered courage enough to ſpeak, if your ſine 
living is thus interrupted with fears and dan- 
gers, let me return to my plain food, and my 
peaceful cottage ; for what is elegance without. 
eaſe; or plenty, with an aching heart? 


FABLE XXXI. 


The Fax and.the Goats. 


A FOX and a Goat travelling together, in 
| a very ſultry day, found themſelves ex- 
_ceedingly thirſty ; when looking round the 
. country in. order to diſcover a place where * 
might probably meet with water, they at 

dec nel char ring the bot of 
a pit. 
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a pit. They both eagerly deſcended, and hav- 
ing ſufficiently allayed their thirſt, began to 
conſider how they ſhould get out. Many ex- 
pedients for that purpoſe were mutually pro- 
poſed, and rejected. At laſt the crafty Fox 
cried out with great joy, I have a thought juſt 
ſtruck into my mind, which I am confident 
will extricate us out of our difficulty : do you, 
ſaid he to the Goat, only rear yourſelf up 
upon your hinder legs, and reſt your fore feet 
againſt the fide of the pit. In this poſture, I 
will climb up to your head, from whence I 
hall be able, with a ſpring, to reach the top: 
and when I am once there, you are ſenſible it 
-will be very eaſy for me to pull you out by the 
horns. The ſimple Goat liked the propofal 
well; and immediately placed himſelf as di- 
rected: by means of which the Fox with- 
out much difficulty, gained the top. And 
now, ſaid the Goat, give me the afliftance 
you promiſed. Thou old fool, replied the Fox, 
hadſt thou but half as much brains as beard, 
thou wouldeſt never have believed, that I would 
hazard my own life to ſave thine. However, 
Iwill leave with thee a piece of advice, which 
may be of ſervice to thee hereafter, if thou 
eee eee thy 


eſeape: 
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eſcape: © Never venture into a pit again, 
before thou haſt well conſidered n 
out of it.” 


FABLE xxxn. 


. 


The Farmer; he Dt and the Stork. | 


122 
company with ſome Cranes, who were 

Juſt ſetting out on a party of pleaſure, as they 
called it, which in truth was to rob the fiſh- 
ponds of a neighbouring Farmer. Our ſimple 
Stork agreed to make one; and it ſo happen= 
ed, that they were all taken in the fact. The 
Cranes having been old offenders, had very 
little to ſay for themſelves, and were preſently 
diſpatched : but the Stork pleaded hard for his 
life. He urged that it was his firſt fault, that 
he was not naturally addicted to ſtealing fiſh, 
that he was famous for piety to his parents, 
and in ſhort, for many other virtues. Your 
piety and virtue, ſaid the Farmer, may for 
aught I know be exemplary ; but your being 
in company with thieves renders it very ſuſpi- 
cious; and you muſt therefore ſubmit with 
Patience to ſhare the ſame puniſhment with 
your companions, | FABLE 
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FA B L E XXXIIL 
The Oak and the Willew. 


CONCEITED Willow had once 
the vanity tochallenge his mighty neigh- 
dour the Oak, to a trial of ſtrength. It was 
to be determined by the next ſtorm; and 
Zolus was addreſſed by both parties, to exert 
is moſt powerful efforts. This was no ſooner 
-aſked than granted; and a violent hurricane 
aroſe : when the pliant Willow, bending from 
the blaſt, or ſhrinkivg under it, evaded all its 
force z while the generous Oak, diſdaining to 
give way, oppoſed its fury, and was torn up 
to exult, and to claim the victory: when. 
Cualleſt thou this a trial of ſtrength? Poor 
Aavretch ! not to thy ſtrength, but weakneſs ; 
not to thy boldly facing danger, but meanly 
Kulking from it, thou oweſt thy preſent ſafe- 
ty. I am an Oak, though fallen; thou ftill 
a Willow, though unhurt : but who, except 
fo mean a wretch as thyſelf, would prefer an 
ignominious „ 
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dice, r u IE IO WO: 
nourable cauſe, , 


i FABLE XXXIV. 
The Boy and the Filberts. 


A CERTAIN Boy, as Epictetus tells 
; the fable, put his hand into a pitcher, 
where great plenty of Figs and Filberts were 
depoſited : he graſped as many as his fiſt could 
poſſibly hold, but when he endeavoured to 
pull it out, the narrowneſs of the neck pre- 
vented him. Unwilling to loſe any of them, 
but unable to draw out his hand, he burſt in- 
to tears, and bitterly bemoaned his hard for- 
tune. An honeſt fellow who ftood by, gave 
' him this wiſe and ſeaſonable advice; — Graſp: 
— nt ark vs; 
ONT IO 
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The Satyr and the Trovellr.. 


POOR man travelling in the depth of 
wipter, through a dreary foreſt, no inn - 
| — 


A 
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to receive him, no human creature to befriend - 
or comfort him, was in danger of being ſtarv- 
ed to death. At laſt however he came to the 
cave of a Satyr, where he intreated leave to 
reſt a while, and ſhelter himſelf from the in- 
clemency of the weather. The Satyr very 
civilly complied with his requeſt. The man 
had no ſooner entered, than he began to blow 
his fingers. His hoſt, ſurprized at the novel- 
ty of the action, was curious to know the 
meaning of it. I do it, ſaid the Traveller, to 
warm my frozen joints, which are benumbed 
with cold, Preſently afterwards, the Satyr, 
having prepared a meſs of hot gruel to refreſh 
his gueſt, the man found it necefary to blow 
his pottage too. What, inquired the Satyr, is 

not your gruel hot enough? Yes, replied 
the Traveller, too hot; and I blow it to 
make it cooler. Do you ſo? quoth the 
Satyr, then get out of my cave as faſt as you 
can; for I deſire to have no communication 
with a creature 6 
— 


"ABLE 
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FABLE XXXVI. 
De Horſe and the Stag. 


EFORE the uſe of Horſes was known 
in the world, one of thoſe noble animals, 
having been inſulted by a Stag, and finding 
himſelf unequal to his adverſary, applied to a 


man for aſſiſtance. The requeſt was eaſily 


granted, and the man putting a bridle in his 
mouth, and mounting upon his back, ſoon 
came up with the Stag, and laid him dead at 
his enemy's feet. The Horſe having thus 
gratified his revenge, thanked his auxiliary: 
And now will I return in triumph, ſaid he, 
and reign the undiſputed lord of the foreſt. 
By no means, replied the man; I ſhall have 


occaſion for your ſervices, and you muſt go 
home with me. 80 ſaying, he led him to 


his hovel, where the unhappy Steed ſpent the 


remainder of bis days in a laborious ſervitude _ 


ſenſible too late, that how pleaſing ſoever re- 
venge may appear, it always coſts more to a 
generous mind than the purchaſe is worth. 9 


FABLE 


— 
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FABLE XXXVII. 


1 


The Farmer and his Sons, 


A WEALTHY old Farmer, who had 


LY 
v- 


C for ſome time declined in his health, per- 
.ceiving that he had not many days to live, 
called his ſons together to his bedſide. My + 
dear children, ſaid the dying man, I leave it 
with you as my laſt injunction, not to part 
with the farm which has been in our family 
theſe hundred years: for, to diſcloſe to you a 
ſecret which I received from my father, and 


which I now think proper to communicate to 


you, there is a treaſure hid ſomewhere in the 
grounds; though I never could diſcover the 
particular ſpot where it lies concealed. How- 
ever, as ſoon as the harveſt is got in, ſpare no 


_ pains in the ſearch, and I am well aſſured you 


will not loſe your labour. The wiſe old man 
was no ſooner laid in his grave, and the time 
he mentioned arrived, than his Sons went to 
work, and with great vigour and alacrity turn- 
ed up again and again every foot of ground 
belonging to their farm : the conſequence of 


. which was; although they did not find the 


object 
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object of their purſuit, that their lands yielded 
a far more plentiful crop than thoſe of their 
neighbours. At the end of the year, when 
they were ſettling their accounts, and com- 
puting thetr extraordinary profits, I would 
venture a wager, ſaid one of the brothers 
more acute than the reſt, that this was the 
concealed wealth my father meant. I am ſure, 
at leaſt, we have found by experience, that 
_* Induſtry is itſelf a treaſure. 


FABLE XXXVIIL 
23, Lim and the Guat: 


A VAUNT ! thou paltry, contemptible 
| inſet ! ſaid a proud Lion one day to a 
nat that was friſking about in the air near 
his den. The Gnat, enraged at this unpro- 
voked inſult, vowed revenge, and immediatey 
Iy darted into the Lion's ear. After having 
ſufficiently teized him in that quarter, ſhe 
quitted her ſtation and retired under his belly; © 
and from thence made her laſt and moſt for- 
midable attack in his noſtrils, where ſtinging 
him almoſt to madneſs, the Lion at length 
fell down, utterly ſpent with rage, vexation, 4 


and | 
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and pain. The Gnat having thus abundant- 
ly gratified her reſentment, flew off in grea: 
exultation : but in the heedleſs tranſports o. 
her ſucceſs, not ſufficiently attending to he. 
own ſecurity, ſhe found herſelſ unexpected) 
entangled in the web of a ſpider ; who ruſh- 
ing out inſtantly upon her, put an end to her 
triumph and her life. 


This fable inſtructs us, never to ſuffer ſuc- 
cels ſo far to tranſport us, as to throw us off 
our guard againſt a reverſe of fortune, 


FABLE XXXIX. 


The Miſer and bis Treaſure. 


MISER having ſcraped together a con- 
| i ſiderable ſum of money, by denying him- 
elf the common conveniencies of life, was 
much embarraſſed where to lodge it moſt ſe- 
curely. After many perplexing debates with 

Himſelf, he at length fixed upon a cornet in a 
| retired field, where he depoſited his treaſure, 
And with it his heart, in a hole which he dug 
ment at caſe ; but he had not proceeded many 
* paces 
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paces in his way home, when all his anxiety 


returned ; and he could not forbear going back 


to ſee that every thing was ſafe. This he re- 
peated again and again; till he was at laſt ob- 


ſerved by a labourer who was mending a hedge 
in an adjacent meadow. T he fellow concluding 
that ſomething extraordinary muſt be the oc- 


caſion of theſe frequent viſits, marked the ſpot ; 
and coming in the night in order to examine 


it, he diſcovered the prize, and bore it off un- 
moleſted. Early the next morning, the Miſer 
again renewed his viſit; when fining his 
Treaſure gone, he broke out into the moſt 


bitter exclamations. A traveller, who hap- 
pened to be paſling by at the ſame time, was 


moved by his complaints to enquire into the 
cauſe of them. Alas! replied the miſer, 
I have ſuſtained the moſt crue! and irreparable 
loſs! ſome villain has robbed me of a ſum 
of money, which I buried under this ſtone no 
longer ago than yeſterday. Buried ! return- 
led the traveller with ſurprize ; a very extra- 
ordinary method truly of diſpoſing of your 
riches | Why did you not rather keep them 
in your houſe, that they might be ready for 
your daily occaſions ? Daily occaſions ! re- 

. with an air of much indig- 
nation; 
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nation; do you imagine ] ſo little know the 
value of money, as to ſuffer it to be run away 
with by occaſions? on the contrary, I had 
prudently reſolved not to touch a ſingle ſhilling 
of it. If that was your wiſe reſolution, anſwer- 
ed the traveller, I fee no fort of reaſon for your 
being thus aMicted ; it is but putting this ſtone 
in the place of your Treaſure, and it will an- 
ſwer all your purpoſes full as well. 


FABLE XL. 


* | | END 


T* HE gods, ſay the ne mythologiſts 
have each of them their favourite tree, 
Jupiter preferred the aak, Venus the myrtle, 
and Phoebus the laurel ; Cybele the pine, and 
Hereules the poplar. Minerva, ſurprized that 
they ſhould chooſe barren trees, aſked Jupiter 
the reaſon.——lIrt is, ſaid he, to prevent any 
ſuſpicion that we confer the honour we do 
them, from an intereſted motive, Let folly 
ſuſpect what it pleaſes, returned Minerva; I 
ſhall not ſcruple to acknowledge, that I make 

choice of the Olive for the uſefulneſs of its 
fruit. ' O daughter, replied the father of the 
| _ 


= 
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gods, it is with juſtice that men eſteem the 
wile ; 6 AE a ae 


uſeful, 
FABLE XII. 
The Mimick and the vc 
EN PT IE REY N/A 
iſh prejudice; and whilſt they perſiſt in 


the defence of their miſtakes, are ſometimes 
brought to ſhame by inconteſtible evidence. 


A certain wealthy patrician, intending to- 
treat the Roman people with ſome theatrical 
entertainments, publiſhed a reward to any one 
whe could furniſh out a new or uncommon 
diverſion. Excited by emulation, the artifts 
| aſſembled from all parts; among whom, a mi- 
mick, well known for his arch wit, gave out 
that he had a kind of entertainment that had 


never yet been produced upon any ſtage. 


This report being ſpread about brought the 
whole city together. The theatre could hard- 
ly contain the number of ſpectators. And 
ay e 
| * | without 


5 ©. 


\ 
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without any apparatus, without any prompter 
or aſſiſtant, curiofity and ſuſpence kept the 
ſpectators in a profound ſilence. 


On a ſudden the performer thruſt down his 
head into his boſom, and mimicked the ſqueak- 
ing of a young pig ſo naturally, that the au- 
dience inſiſted upon it, he had one under 
his cloak, and ordered him to be ſearched.” 
Which being done, and nothing appearing, 
they loaded the man with encomiums, and 
honoured him with the moſt extravagant ap- 


plauſe. 


A country fellow obſerving what paſt—— 
<« Faith, ſays he, I can do this better than he: 
and immediately gave out that he would per- 
form the ſame much better the next day. 


© Accordingly, greater crowds aſſembled : pre- 


poſſeſſed however in favour of the firſt Artiſt, 


they fit prepared to laugh at the Clown, ra- 
ther than to judge fairly of his performance. 


They both came out upon the ſtage. The 
Mimick grunts away firſt, is received with vaſt 
applauſe, and the loudeſt acclamations. Then 


. a little 


5 . 
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x little pig under his "cloaths, (which in fact 
he did) pinched the ear of the animal, till he 
made him ſqueak. © The people ' exclaimed 
aloud that the firſt performer had imitated the 


hiſſed the Conntryman off the ſtage : but he 
produced the real pig from his boſom, and 
convincing them by a viſible proof of their ri- 
diculous error; See, gentlemen, ſays hes 


mee, S 186 


— 0. U 


. : 
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FABLE — 


| The Dig and te Credit 


| E can never be too carefully be 
— a connection with Free of an 
ill character.. 


„ 


5 As Wehe mesa the banks of the Nile, | 


he grew thirſty ; but, fearing to be ſeized by 


to ſatiate his drought, but lapped as he ran. 


face of the water, aſked him, why he was 
in ſuch a hurry ? he had often, he faid, wiſh- 
ed for his acquaintance, and ſhould be glad to 

N F ; em- 


pig much more naturally, and would have 


„% ——I2—I¹ —_— — - ey 


the monſters of that river, he would not ſtop _ 


A Crocodile, raiſing his head above the ſur- 


__ 
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embrace the preſent opportunity. You do me 
great honour, returned the Dog, but it is to 
avoid ſuch —_— ee 
PIO. 8 


* 4 B L E XIII. 
The Walf in Diſeuiſe. 
ESIGNING hypocrites frequently lay 


themſelves open to diſcovery, by over- 
acting their parts. 


A Wolf, who by frequent viſits to a flock 
of ſheep in his neighbourhood, began to be ex- 
tremely well known to them, thought it ex- 
pedient, for the more ſucceſsfully carrying on 
his depredations, to appear in a new charac- 
ter. To this end he diſguiſed himſelf in a 
ſhepherd's habit; and reſting his ſore · feet 
upon a ſtick, which ferved bim by way 
of crook, he ſoftly made his approaches 
towards the ſold. It happened that the 
ſhepherd, and his dog were both of them 
extended on the graſs, faſt aſleep; fo that he 
would certainly have ſucceeded in his project, 
i he had not imprudently attempted to imi- 


tate 
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tate the ſhepherd's voice. The horrid noiſe 
ö awakened them both: when the Wolf encum- 
bered with his diſguiſe, and finding it impoſ- 
| ſible either to reſiſt or to flee, yielded up his 
life an eaſy mne s dog. | 

Is ei bal 8 
FABLE, XLIV.. Terk TIA + 


The Berand the Spiders ; 


—HE Bee and the Spider once entered in- 

to a warm debate which was the better 
artiſt, The Spider urged her ſkill in the ma- 
thematics ; and aſſerted that no one was half 
ſo well acquainted as herſelf with the con- 
ſtruction of lines, angles, ſquares, and circles: 
that the web ſhe daily wove was a ſpecimen of 


univerſe : and beſides, that her works were 
derived from herſelf alone, the product of her 
own. bowels ; whereas the boaſted honey of 
the Bee was ſtolen from every herb and flower 
of the field; | nay, that ſhe had obligations 
even to the meaneſt weeds. To this the Bee 
replied, that ſhe was in hopes the art of ex- 
tracting honey from the meaneſt weeds would 
at leaſt have bern allowed her as an ex- 


F 2 cellence; 


art inimitable by any other creature in the 
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<ellence ; and that as to her ſtealing ſweets 
From the herbs and flowers of the field, her 
ſxill was there ſo conſpicuous, that no flower 
ever ſuffered the leaſt diminution of its fra- 
grance from ſo delicate an operation. Then, 2s 
to the Spider's vaunted knowledge in the con- 
ſtruction of lines and angles, ſhe believed ſhe 
might ſafely reſt the merits of her cauſe, on 
the regularity alone of her combs ; but ſince 
ſhe could add to this, the ſweetneſs and ex- 
cellence of her honey, and the various pur- 
poſes to which her wax was employed, ſhe had 
nothing to fear from a compariſon of her ſkill 
with that of the weaver of a flimſy cobweb; 
for- the: value of every art, ſhe obſerved, is 
chiefly to be eſtimated by its uſe. 


FABLE XLV. 


The Af and his Mater. 


E DI ENT Aſs, daily loaded be- 
| yond his ſtrength by a ſevere Maſter 
wen he had long ſerved, and who kept him 
at very ſhort commons, happened one day in 
(| - His old age to be oppreſſed with a more than 
42 * burthen of carthen · ware. His ſtrength 
ö | | | being 
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being much impaired, and the road deep and 
uneven, he unfortunately made a trip, and un- 
able to recover himſelf, fell down and broke 
all the veſſels to pieces. His Maſter tranſ- 
ported with rage began to beat him moſt un- 
mercifully. Againſt whom the poor Aſs, lift- 
ing up his head as he lay on the ground, thus 
ſtrongly remonſtrated: Unfeeling wretch'! to 
thy own. avaricious cruelty, in firſt pinching- 
me of food, and then loading me beyond my 
ſtrength, thou oweſt the misfortune e 
n ſo n. imputeſt to me. | 


. FABLE XLVL 


The Cock and the Fax. | F: | 


: F 


N experienced old al ſettling him 
& ſelf to rooſt upon a high baugh, when x 
Fox appeared under the tree. I am come, ſaid 
the artful hypocrite, to acquaint you in the 
name of all my brethren, that a general peace 
is concluded between your whole family and 
ours, Deſcsnd immediately I Jigſeech you, 
that we may mutually embrace upon ſagoytul 
and. unexpected an event. My good Irie nd, 
2 the Cock, nothing could be more 
| abs . 
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agreeable to me than this news: and to heat 
it from you increafes my ſatisfaction. But 1 


perceive two hounds at a diſtance coming this 
way, who ave probably diſpatched as cou- 
riers with the treaty : as they run very ſwiftly, 
und will certainly be here in a few minutes, [ 
will wait their arrival, that we may all four 
embrace together, Reynard well knew, if that 
was the caſe, it was no time for him to re- 
main there any longer : pretending therefore 
to be in great haſte ; Adieu, ſaid he, for the 
| preſent; we will reſerve our rejoicings to ano- 
ther opportunity 3 upon which he darted into 
the woods with all imaginable expedition, 
Old Chanticleer no ſooner ſaw him depart, 
than he crowed abundantly in the triumph of 
his artifice ; for by a harmleſs ſtratagem to 
- diſappoint the malevolent intentions of thoſe 
who are endeavouring to deceive us to our 
n is not n 


FABLE xl vn. 


1 Bah andthe Crow, | x 


O ada our walks or over-rate 
| our abilities, is always ridiculous, and 
FJomatimes dangerous. © An 
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An Eagle, from the top of a high mountain, 
making a ſtoop at à lamb, pounced it, and 
bore it away to her young. A Crow, who 
had built her neſt in a cedar near the foot of 
the rock, obſerving what paſſed, was ambi- 
tious of performing the ſame exploit: and 
darting fram her neſt, fixed her talons in the 1 
fleece of another lamb, But neither able to | 
move her prey, nor ta diſentangle her feet, [ 
ſhe' was taken by the ſhepherd, and carried 
away ſor his children to play with: who ca- 1 
gerly enquiring what bird it was, — An hour 
ago, faid' he, ſhe fancied herſelf an Eagle 1 [ 
however, I ſuppoſe ſhe is by this time con- 
VEN 0s PETE ITE 


F A 8 L E XIV.. 


The Angie 2 the Stax, 


STAG, who had left at ſome diſtance 
a pack of hounds, came up to a farmer, 
and deſired he would ſuffer him to hide him- 
ſelf in a little coppice which joined to his 
houfe. . The Farmer, on condition that he 
would forbear to enter a field of wheat, which 
lay beſore him, and was now ready for the 

| F 4 ſickle, 
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miſed not to betray him. The ſquire with his 
train inſtantly appeared, and enquired whether 
he had not ſeen the Stag; No, ſaid the Farmer, 
he has not paſſed this way, I aſſure you: but, 
in order to curry favour at the fame time with 
his worſhip, he pointed lily with his finger to 
the place here the poor beaſt lay concealed. . 
This however, the ſportſman, intent on his 
dogs acroſs the very field. As ſoon as the Stag 
perceived they were gone, he-prepared to ſteal 
off, without ſpeaking a word. Methinks, 
cxyed the Farmer, you might thank me, atleaſt, 
for the refuge I have afforded you: Ves, ſaid. 
the Stag, and had your hands been as honeſt 
as your tongue, I certainly ſhould ; but all the 
return that a double dealer has to expect, is a 


3 and contempt. 


NPE: FABLE MIX. 


* e 
young fawn, which they immediately 
killed; - This they had no ſooner performed, 
* | than 
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than they fell a fighting, in order to decide 
whoſe property it ſhould be. The battle was ſo 
bloody, and ſo obſtinate, that they were both 
compelled, thro' wearineſs and loſs of blood, 
to deſiſt; and lay down by mutual conſent, 
totally diſabled. At this inſtant, a Fox un- 
luckily came by; who, perceiving their ſitua- 
tion, made bold to ſeize the conteſted prey, 
and bore it off unmoleſted. As ſoon as the- 
Lion could recover breath How fooliſh; ſaid 
he, has been our conduct! Inſtead of being 
contented as we ought, with our reſpective 
ſhares; our ſenſeleſs rage has rendered us un- 
able to prevent this raſcally Fox from deſtaud- 
ing us of the whole. 21 


1 441 * 
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..CONCEITED 40 eee 
pertinence to bray forth ſome contemp- 
tuous ſpeeches againſt; the Lion. The ſud- 
denneſs of the inſult, at firſt raiſed ſome emo- 
tions of wrath in his breaſt; but turning bis 
head and perceiving from whence it came, 

* ee ſubſided; and he very ſedate- 
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ly valked on, without deigning to honour the 


conternpiĩble creature, e 
r ee | "I 
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e „nh cold, a Snake was once perſuaded to 
receive. bim into her cell. He was no ſooner 
entered than his prickles began to be very un- 
eaſy to his companion: upon which, the Snake 
deſired he would provide himſelf another lodg- 
ing, as ſhe found upon trial, the apartment was 
not large enough to accommodate both. Nay, 
fad the Hedgehog, let them that are uneaſy 
in their fitwation' exchange it; for my own 
fart, I am very well contented where I am : 
ir you are not" you ure * 
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with ſuch as have it in their power to im- 
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FABLE III. ee g | 


A TRUMPETER inert 
happened to be taken priſoner. He was 
ordered immediately to execution, but pleaded 
in excuſe for himſelf, that it was unjuſt a per- 
fon ſhould ſuffer death, who far from an in- 
tention of miſchief, did not even wear an of- 
fenſive weapon. So much the rather, replied 
one of the enemy, ſhalt thoudie ; ſince with- 
out any deſign of fighting thyſelf, thou ex- 
citeſt others to the bloody buſineſs: for he 
that is the abettor of a bad action, is at leaſt” 
equally mut with him that commits it. 


FABLE LI. 


« + 


. Vice and Fortune. 


RTUNE and Vice, according to Plu- - 
tarch, had once a violent conteſt, which of 
them had it moſt in their power to make man- 
This fable is abridged from Plutarch, by Lord Bo» 
lingbroke,. in his Philoſophical Tracts, 1 

| ki 
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kind unhappy. Fortune boaſted that ſhe could 
take from men every external good, and bring 
upon them every external evil. Be it fo, 
replies Vice; but this is by no means ſuffi- 
cient to make them miſerable without my 
aNiftance : whereas without yours, I am 
able to render them completely fo ; nay, in 
ſpite too of all your endeavours to make them. 


FABLE LV. 
The Bear and the Bo. 
BEAR hippened'to be ung by a Bee 


and the pain was fo acute, that in the 
madneſs of revenge he ran into the gardem 
and overturned the hive, This outrage pro- 
*  voked their anger to a high degree; and brought 
the fury of the whole ſwarm upon him. They 
attacked him with ſuch violence, that his life 
was in danger, and it was with the utmoſt 
diſfculty that he made his eſcape, wounded 
from head to tail. In this deſperate condition 
lamenting hĩs misfortunes, and licking his ſores, 
he could not n ee e how much more 
adviſeable 


wP 
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adviſeable it had been to have patiently ac» 
quieſced under one injury, than thus by an: 
unprofitable reſentment to have provoked a 
thouſand. | 


FABLE S. 
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FABLE I. 


The Miller, his Son, and their If.. 


* 
* 


ing their Aſs to market, in order to 

| ſell him: and that he might get thi- 

ther freſh. and in good condition, they drove 
him on gently before them. They had not 
proceeded far, when they met a company of 
travellers. Sure, ſay they, you are mighty 
careful of your Aſs: methinks one of you 
might as well get up and ride, as ſuffer him to 
walk on at bis eaſe, while you trudge af- 
ter on foot. In compliance with this ad- 
vice, the Old man ſet his Son upon the beaſt. 


| k MELLEB r Ses en 


5 


1 
A 


dr 


of a mile further,” eee hey met e | 


company. You le young rogue, ſaid one of | 
che party, why don't you get down, and let your 


poor Father ride? Upon this, the Oldman, . 


made his ſon diſmount, and got up himſelf. 


Wye they were matching in this mans 


. 


werte 2 
fax they, how can you'Fuffer that 7855 | 


A third company began to inſult the * 
cher. Van hard- hearted unnszüral, 


- 


lad to wade through the dirt, while you 
like an alderman ride at your eaſe? The 


= good-natured. Miller ſtood corrected, and im- 


meſdiately took his Son up behind him. And 
now the next man they met exclaimed with 
more vehemence and indignation than all the 
reſt. Was there ever ſuch a couple of lazy 
| boobies! to overload in fo unconſcionable a 
manner a poor dumb creature, who is far leſs. 


able tu carry them than they are to carry him! 


The complying Old man would have been half 
inclined to make the trial, had not experience 
by this time ſufficiently convinced him, that 
there cannot be a more fruitleſs attempt, than 
| of HO AA 63- a0 N 
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FABLE II. 


We Simeereſs, © 

IGHT and filence had now given re- 

poſe to the whole world, when an old ill- 

natured Sorcereſs, in order to exerciſe her in- 
fernal arts, entered into a gloomy wood, that 

trembled at her approach. The ſcene of her 
horrid incantations was within the cireumſe- 
rence of a large circle ; in the center of which 
an altar was raiſed, where the hallowed ver- 
vain blazed in triangular flames, while the 
miſchievous Hag pronounced the dreadful 
words, which bound all hell in obedience to 
her charms. She blows a raging peſtilence 
from her lips into the neighbouring folds; the 
innocent cattle die, to afford a fit ſacrifice to 


the infernal deities. The moon, by power-' 
ſul ſpells drawn down from her orb, enters 
the wood: legions of ſpirits from Pluto's” 


realms appear before the altar, and demand 


her pleaſure, Tell me, faid ſhe, where I ſhall 
find what I have loft, my favourite little dog. 


How !—cryed they all, enraged—Impertinent” 


0 mult the order of nature be invert< 
ed, 


a \ 
pp . 
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ed, and the repoſe of every creature diſturbed, 
for the ſake of thy little dog? 


FABLE III. 


The Cameleon. & 

. travellers happened on their jour- 
ney to be engaged in a warm diſpute 
about the colour of the Cameleon. One of 
them affirmed it was blue; that he had ſeen it 
with his own-eyes, upon the naked branch of 
a tree, feeding on the air, in a very clear day. 
The other ſtrongly aſſerted it was green, and 
that he had viewed it very cloſely and minute- 
ly on the broad leaf of a fig tree. Both of 
them were poſitiye, and the diſpute was riſing 
to.a quarrel : but a third perſon luckily com- 
ing by, they agreed to refer the queſtion to. 


his deciſion. , Gentlemen, ſaid the arbitrator, 


with a ſmile of great ſelf-ſatisfaQtion, you could. 
not have been more lucky in your reference, 
as I happen to have caught one of them laſt. 
night: but indeed you are both miſtaken, for 
the creature is totally black. Black ! impoſ-- 
ible | Nay, quoth the umpire, with great aſ- 
ſurance; the matter may foon be decided, for 
I im- 


2 2 
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J immediately incloſed my Cameleon in a little 
paper box, and here it is. So ſaying, he drew 
it out of his pocket, opened his box, and be- 
hold it was as white as ſnow; The poſitive 
diſputants looked equally ſurpriſed,” and equal- 
ly confounded : while the ſagacious reptile, 
aſſuming the air of a philoſopher, thus admo- 
niſhed them: Ye children of men, learn dif- 
fidence and moderation in your opinions, *Tis 
true, you happen, in the preſent inſtance, to | 
be all in the right, and have only conſidered - 
the ſubject under different circumſtances : but 
pray, ſor the future, allow others to have 
eye-light as well as yourſelves; and be 
candid enough not to condemn any man for 


judging of things, as they appear to his own 
rien. | * 
De WWilf and the Lamb. 


A FLOCK of ſheep were feeding in a 
meadow, while their dogs were aſleep, 
and their ſhepherd at a diſtance playing on his 
pipe beneath the ſhade of a ſpreading elm. A 
young unexperienced Lamb obſerving a halt- 
& £2.44 . ſtarved 
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ſtarved wolf peeping through the pales of the 
encloſure, entered into converſation with him. 
Pray what are you ſeeking for here? ſaid the 
Lamb. Iamlooking,replyedthe Wolf, forſome 
tender graſs z for nothing you know is more 
. pleaſant than to feed in a freſh paſture, and to 
Make ones thirſt at a cryſtal ſtream : both 
which, I perceive, you enjoy within theſe 
pales in their utmoſt perfection. Happy crea- 
ture ! continued he, how much I enyy your 
lot who are in full poſſeſſion of the utmoſt T 
gefire :. for philoſophy has long taught me to 
be ſatisfied with a little. It ſeems then, return- 
ed the Lamb, thoſe who ſay you feed on 
Heſh, accuſe you falſely, fince a little graſs 
will eaſily content you. If this be true, let 
us for the future live like brethren, and feed 
together. So ſaying, the ſimple Lamb im- 
prudently crept through the fence, and be- 
came at once a prey to our pretended philo- 
ſopher, and a ſacriſice to his own inexperience 
and credulity, 


14 


PSD seo eee . « TL 


MODERN FABLES. 71 
FABLE V. 


FO cloſely purſued by a pack of dogs 
4 took ſhelter under the covert of 2 
bramble. He rejoiced in this aſylum, and for 
a while was very happy : but ſoon found, that 
if he attempted to ſtir, he was wounded by 
thorns and prickles on every fide. However, 
making a virtue of neceflity, he forbore to 
complain; and comforted himſelf with re- 
flecting, that no bliſs is perfect ; that good and 
evil are mixt, and flow from the ſame foun« 
tain. Theſe briars indeed, ſaid he, will tear 
my ſkin' a little, yet they keep off the dogs. 
For the ſake of the good then, let me bear 
the evil with patience : each bitter has its ſweet, 
and theſe brambles though they wound my 
fleſh, preſerve my life from danger. 
l F 91 af 
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FAB L E vi. 
The Falcon and the H. 


IFFERENT' circumſtincds make the 
fame. action — or — a virtue 
or a vice. 


1 Ot all the creatures I ever knew, ſaid a 
Falcon to a Hen, you are certainly the moſt 
ungrateſul. What inſtance of ingratitude, 
replied the Hen, can you juſtly charge upon 
me? The greateſt, returned the Falcon; in- 
gratitude to your higheſt benefactors, men 
Do they not feed you every day, and ſhelter 

Hou every night? Nevertheleſs, when they 
; endeavour to court you to them, you un- 
gratefully forget all their kindneſs, and fly from 
them” as from an enemy. Now I, who am 
wild by nature, and no way obliged to them ; 
yet upon the leaſt of their careſſes, I ſuffer 
myſelf to be taken, and go, or come at their 
command. All this is very true, replied the 
Hen, but there may be a ſufficient reaſon 
both for my fear, and your familiarity, I 
believe you never ſaw a ſingle Falcon roaſt- 
a | ing 
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ing at the fire; whereas I have ſeen a hundred 
Hens truſſed for that purpoſe. 


FABLE, vi. 
The Travellers and the Moncy- bag. 


A two men were travelling on the road, 
one of them eſpied a bag of Money lying 
an the ground, and picking it up, I am in luck 
this morning, ſaid he, I have ſound a bag of 
Money. Les, returned the other; though, 
methinks, you ſhould not ſay J, but Me have 
found it: for when two friends are travelling 
together, they ought equally to ſhare in any 
accidental good fortune that may happen to at» 
tend them. No, rejoĩned the former, it was L 
that found it, and I muſt inſiſt upon keeping it. 
He had no ſooner ſpoken the words than they 
were alarmed with a hue and cry after a thief, 
who had that morning taken a purſe upon the 
road. Lord, ſays the finder, this is extremely 
unfortunate, we ſhall certainly be ſeized. 
Good Sir, replied the other, be pleaſed not to 
lay Ne, but J: as you would not allow me a 


ſhare in the prize, you have no right to make 2 


me a partner in the — 
FABLE 
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FABLE VIII. 
De diſcontented Aſs. 
o 


N the depth of winter, a poor Aſs prayed 
heartily for the ſpring, that he might ex- 
change a cold lodging and a heartleſs truſs of 
* ſtraw, for a little warm weather and a mouth- 
ful of freſh graſs. In a ſhort time, according 
to his wiſh, the warm weather, and the freſh 
graſs came on; but brought with them ſo much 
toil and buſineſs, that he was ſoon as weary 
of the ſpring as-before of the winter; and he 
now became impatient for the approach of ſum- 
mer. Summer arrives: but the heat, the har- 
veſt-work, and other drudgeries and inconve- 
niences of the ſeaſon, ſet him as far from hap- 
. Pineſs as before; which he now flattered him- 
ſelf would be found in the plenty of autumn. 
But here too he is diſappointed; for what with 
[the carrying of apples, roots, fewel for the 
winter, and other proviſions, he was in au- 
tumn more fatigued than ever. Having thus 
trod round the circle of the year, in a courſe of 
© reſtleſs labour, uneaſineſs and diſappointment ; 
and found no ſeaſon, nor ſtation of life, with- 
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out its buſineſs and its trouble; he was forced 
at laſt to acquieſce in the comfortleſs ſeaſon of 

winter, where his complaint began : convinc- 
ed that in this world every ſituation has its in- 


convenience. 


FABLE IX. 
The two Springs. 


WO Springs, which iſſued from the ſame 
mountain, began their courſe together: 
one of them took her way in a ſilent and gentle 
ſtream, while the other ruſhed along with ® 
ſounding and rapid current. Siſter, ſaid the 
latter, at the rate you move, you will probably 
be dried up before you advance much farther: 
whereas, for myſelf, I will venture a wager, 
that within two or three hundred furlongs 1 


ſhall become navigable, and after diſtributing 


commerce and wealth wherever I flow, I ſhall 
majeſtically proceed to pay my tribute to the 
ocean: ſo farewel, dear ſiſter, and patiently 
ſubmit to your fate. Her ſiſter made no reply; 
but calmly deſcending to the meadows below, - ' 
increaſed her ſtream by numberleſs little rills, 
which ſhe collected in her progreſs, till at 

G 2 length 
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length ſhe was enabled to riſe into a conſider- 
able river: whilſt the proud Stream, who had 
the vanity to depend ſolely upon her own ſuf- 
ficiency, continued a ſhallow brook, and was 
glad at laſt to be helped forward, by throwing 
" herſelf in the arms of her deſpiſed ſiſter. 


FABLE X. 


De Roſe and the Butterfly. 
FINE powdered Butterfly fell in love 
with a beautiful Roſe, who expanded her 
Harms in a neighbouring parterre. Matters 
were foon adjuſted between them, and they 
mutually vowed eternal fidelity. The butter- 
fly perfectly ſatisfied with the ſucceſs of his 


amour, took a tender leave of his miſtreſs, and 


did not return again till noon, What! ſaid 
the Roſe, when ſhe ſaw him approaching, is 
the ardent paſſion you vowed, ſo ſoon extin- 
guiſhed? It is an age ſince you paid me a viſit. 


But no wonder: for I obferved you courting 


by turns every flower in the garden. You 
little coquet, replied the Butterfly, it well be- 
becomes you truely, to reproach me with my 
gallantries; when in fact I only copy the ex- 
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ample which you yourſelf have fet me. For, 
not to mention the ſatisfaction with which you 
admitted the kiſſes of the fragrant Zephyr; 
did I not ſee you diſplaying your charms to 
the bee, the fly, the waſp, and in ſhort, encou- 
raging and receiving the addreſſes of every 
buzzing inſeCt that fluttered within your view? 


If you will be a coquet, you muſt expect to 


find me inconſtant. 
1 ABLE Xl. 
The Tortoiſe and the two Ducks, 
ANITY and idle curioſity are qualities 


which generally prove deſtructive to thoſe 
who ſuffer themſelves to be governed by them. 


A Tortoiſe, weary of paſſing her days in the 
ſame obſcure corner, conceived a wonderful 
inclination to viſit foreign countries, Two 
Ducks, whom the ſimple Tortoiſe acquainted 
with her intention, undertook to oblige her 
upon the occaſion. Accordingly they told her, 


that if ſhe would faſten her mouth to the © 


middle of a pole, they would take the two 
9 and tranſport her whitherſoever ſhe choſs 
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to be conveyed. The Tortoiſe approved of 
the expedient; and every thing being prepar- 
ed, the Ducks began their flight with her. 
They had not travelled far-in the air, when 
they were met by a crow, who enquiring what 


"they were bearing along, they replied, The 


queen of the tortoiſes. The Tortoiſe, vain 


of the new and unmerited appellation, was 


going to confirm the title, when opening her 
mouth for that purpoſe, ſhe let go her hold, 
and was daſhed to pieces by her fall. 
FABLE XII. 
The Cat and the old Rat. 


CERTAIN Cat had made ſuch un- 
| merciful havoc among the vermin of her 


. neighbourhood, that not a ſingle Rat or Mouſe 


dared venture to appear abroad. Puſs was 
ſoon convinced, that if affairs remained in 
their preſent ſituation, ſhe muſt be totally un- 
ſupplied with proviſion, After mature deli- 


beration therefore, ſhe reſolved to have re- 


© courſe to ſtratagem. For this purpoſe, ſhe ſuſ- 


I downwards, pretending to be dead. The 


pended herſelf from a hook with her head 


rats 
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rats and mice obſerving her, as they peeped from 
their holes, in this dangling attitude, conclud- 
ed ſhe was hanged for ſome miſdemeanour ; and 
with great joy immediately ſallied forth in 
queſt of their prey. Puſs, as ſoon as a ſuffi- 
cient number were collected together, quitting 

her hold, dropped intgsche midſt of them; 
and very few had the fortune to make good 

their retreat. This artifice having ſucceeded 
ſo well, ſhe was encouraged to try the event 
of a ſecond. Accordingly ſhe whitened her 
coat all over, by rolling herſelf in a heap of 
flour, and in this diſguiſe lay concealed in the 
bottom of a meal tub. This ſtratagem was 

executed in general with the ſame effect as the 


farmer. But an old experienced Rat, altoge- 


ther as cunning as his adverſary, was not ſo 
eaſily enſuared. I don't much like, ſaid he, 
that white heap yoader ; ſomething whiſpers 


me, there is miſchief concealed under it. Tis 


true, it may be meal; but it may likewiſe be - 
ſomething that I ſhall not reliſh quite ſo well. 
There can be no harm, atleaſt, in keeping at 

a proper diſtance : for caution, I am PL | 
the parent of ſecurity 
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FABLE xn. 


De — Maid and ber aufe. 


"HEN men ſuffer their planar 

to amuſe them with the proſpect of 

a and uncertain improvements of their 

condition; they frequently ſuſtain real loſſes, 

by their inattention to thoſe affairs in which 
—— Ginn, l 4 
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A Country Maid was wilting very-delibe- 1 
rately with a Pail of Milk upon her head, when 
ſhe fell into the following train of refleQions. 

The money, for which I ſhall ſell this Milk, 
will enable me to increaſe my ſtock of eggs to 


If | 


- three hundred. Theſe eggs, allowing for 
what may prove addle, and what may be de- 
ſtroyed by vermin, will produce at leaſt two 
hundred and fifty chickens, The chickens 
will be fit to carry to market about Chriſtmas, 
| when poultry always bear a good price: ſo 
+ that by Mayday, I cannot fail of having 
money enough to purchaſe a newgown. Green 
—let me conſider, —yes, green becomes my 
complexion beſt, and green it ſhall be. In 
Lax! 8 this 
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this dreſs I will go to the fair, where all the 
young fellows. will ſtrive to have me for a 
partner: but I ſhall perhaps refuſe every one 
of them, and with an air of diſdain toſs from 
them Tranſported with this triumphant 
thought, ſhe could not forbear acting with 
her head what thus paſſed in her imaginatian, 
when down came the Pail of Milk, and with 
it all her imaginary happineſs. 


. e- LB MEN: crit 
| The Cormorant and the Fiſhes. 
T.is very imprudent to truſt an enemy, or 
even a ſtranger, ſo far as to put one's ſelf 
i his power. | | 
| * 


A Cormorant whoſe eyes were become ſo 


dim by age, that he could not diſcern his prex 


at the bottom of the waters, bethought him- 
ſelf of a ſtratagem to ſupply his wants. Hark 
you friend, ſaid he to a Gudgeon, whom he 
obſerved ſwimming near the ſurface of a certain 
canal, if you have any regard for yourſelf or 
your brethren, go this moment and acquaint 
them from me, that the owner of this piece 

65 . 
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of water is determined to drag it a week hence. 
The Gudgeon immediately ſwam away, and 
made his report of this terrible news to a ge- 
neral aſſembly of the fiſhes : who unanimouſ- 
ly agreed to ſend him back as their embaſſador 
to the Cormorant. The purport of his com- 
miffiog/was to return him their thanks for the 
intelligence ; and to add their intreaties, that 
as he had been ſo good as to inform them of 
their danger, he would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to put them into a method of eſcaping it. That 
I will moſt readily, returned the artful Cor- 
morant, and aſſiſt you with my beſt ſervices 
into the bargain. You have only to collect 
yourſelves together at the top of the water, 
and 1 will undertake to tranſport you one by 
one to my own reſidence, by the fide of a ſo- 
Mtary pool, to which no creature but myſelf 
ever found the way. The project was per- 
ſectly approved by the unwary fiſhes, and with 
great expedition performed by the deceitful 
Cormorant ; who having placed them in a 
ſhallow water, the bottom of which his eye 
could eaſily diſcern, they were all devoured by 
him in their turns, as his hunger or luxury 
required, | 
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T was the fool who ſaid in his heart, There 

is no Ged: into the breaſt of a wiſe man 
ſuch a thought could never have entered. One 
of thoſe refined. reaſoners, commonly called 
Minute . Philoſophers, was fitting at his caſe 
beneath the ſhade of a large oak, while at his 
ſide the weak branches of a pumpion trailed 
upon the ground. This threw our great lo- 
gician into his old track of reaſoning againſt 
providence. Is it conſiſtent with common 
ſenſe, ſaid he, that infinite wiſdom ſhould 
create a large and ſtately tree, with branches 
of prodigious ſtrength, only to bear ſo ſmall 
and inſignificant a fruit as an Acorn ? Or that 
ſo weak a {tem, as.that of a pumpion, ſhould 
be loaded with ſo diſproportioned a weight? 
A chila” may ſee the abſurdity of it. In the 
midſt of this curious ſpeculation, down dropt 
an Acorn, from one of the higheſt branches 
of the oak, full upon his head. How ſmall a 
trile may overturn the ſyſtems of mighty phi- 
loſophers! Struck with the accident, he could 
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not help crying out, How providential it is 
that this was not a pumpion! 


FABLE XVI. 
The Lynx and the Mole. 


DER the covert of a thick wood, at 

- the foot of a tree, as a Lynx lay whet- 

ting his teeth, and waiting for his prey; he 
eſpied a Mole half buried under a hilloc of her 


* own raiſing. Alas, poor creature, ſaid the 


Lynx, how much I pity thee! Surely Jupiter 
has been very unkind, to debar thee from the 
light of the day which rejoices the whole crea- 
tion. Thou art certainly not above half alive; 
and it would be doing thee a ſervice, to put 
an end to ſo unanimated a being, I thank 


you for your kindneſs, replied the Mole, but 


T think 1 have full as much vivacity as my 


ſtate and circumſtances require, For the reſt, 
I am perfectly well contented with the facul- 


ties which Jupiter has allotted me, who I am 
ſure wants not our direction in diſtributing his 
gifts with propriety, I have not, tis true, 
your piercing eyes; but I have cars which an- 


fer all my purpoſes full as well. Hark ! for 
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example, I am warned, by a noiſe which I 
hear behind you, to fly from danger. So 
_ ſaying, he ſlunk into the earth; while a ja- 
velin from the arm of a hunter pierced the 
quick-ſighted Lynx to the heart. 


FABLE XVIL 
The Spider and the Silkworm. 


OW vainly we promiſe ourſelves, thatour 
flimzy productions will be rewarded with 
immortal honour ! A Spider, buſied in ſpread- 
ing his web from one fide of a room to the 
other, was aſked by an induſtrious Silkworm, 
to what end he ſpent ſo much time and la- 
bour, in making ſuch a number of lines and 
circles? The Spider angrily replied, Do not 
diſturb me, thou ignorant thing : I tranſmit 
my ingenuity to poſterity, and fame is the ob= 
je& of my wiſhes. Juſt as he had ſpoken, a 
chambermaid, coming into the room to feed 
her Silkworms, ſaw the Spider at his work; 
and with one ftroke of her broom, ſwept him 
away, . and 
ane 
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FABLE XVII 
The Bee and the Fh. 


BEE obſerving a Fly friſking about her 
hive, aſked him in a very paſſionate tone, 
what he did there ? Is it for ſuch ſcoundrels as 
you, ſaid ſhe, to intrude into the company of 
the queens of the air? You have great reaſon 
- truely, replied the Fly, to be out of humour: 
I am ſure they muſt be mad, who would have 
any concern with ſo quarrelſome a nation. 
And why ſo? thou ſaucy malapert, returned 
the enraged Bee; we have the beſt laws, and 
are governed by the beſt policy in the world. 
We feed upon the moſt fragrant flowers, and 
all our buſineſs is to make honey: honey, 
which equals nectar, thou taſteleſs wretch, 
who liveſt upon nothing but putrefaction and 
excrement. We live as we can, rejoined the 
Fly: poverty, I hope, is no crime; but paſ- 
ſion is one, I am ſure, The honey you make, 
is ſweet I grant you; but your heart is all bit- 
terneſs: for to be revenged on an enemy, 
you'll deſtroy your own life; and are fo in- 


8 conbderns i your gs as to do more miſ- 
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chief to yourſelves than to your adverſary. 


Take my word for it, one had better have leſs 


conſiderable talents, and oy 2 with more 
diſtretion; 109 237% 1% 5 
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FABLE XIX, 
Gin, ins and nee. 


ENIUS, Virtde; and Reputation, thive 
intimate friends, agreed to travel over 
the iſland of Great Britain, to ſee whatever 
might be worthy of obſervation. - But as ſome 
misfortune, ſaid they, may happen to ſepa- 
rate us ; let us conſider before we ſet out, by 


what means we may find each other again. 


Should it be my ill fate, ſaid Genius, to be 
ſevered from you, my aſſociates, which hea- 
ven forbid ! you may find me kneeling in de- 
votion before the tomb of Shakefpear ; or rapt 
in- ſome grove where Milton: talked with an- 
gels; or muſing in the grotto where Pope 
caught infpiration. Virtue, with a ſigh, ac- 
knowledged that her friends were not very nu- 
merous: but were I to loſe you, ſhe cried, 


with whom I am at preſent ſo happily united; 


I ſhould chuſe to take ſanctuary in the temples 
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of religion, in the palaces of royalty, or in 
the ſtately domes of miniſters of ſtate : but as 
it my be my ill fortune to be there denied ad- 
mittance, enquire for ſome cottage where 


Contentment has a bower, and there you will 


certainly find me. Ah, my dear companions, 
ſaid Reputation very earneſtly, you I per- 
ceive, when miſſing, may poſſibly be recover- 


keep fight of me, for if I am once loſt, law 
den 1 
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PABLE XR. 
—__ The cen. 


termined to chuſe a prime miniſter; and 
his pale courtiers, the ghaſtly train of diſeaſes, 


| were all ſummoned to attend: when each pre- 


ferred his claim to the honour of this illuſ- 


trious office. Fever urged the numbers he 
deftroyed; cold Palſy ſet forth his pretenſions 


by ſhaking all his limbs; and Dropſy, by his 
ſwelled unwieldy carcaſe. Gout hobbled up, 


and alledged his great power in racking every 


wine; AT ſpeak, was a 
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ſtrong, though ſilent argument in favour of 
his claim. Stone and Cholic pleaded their 
violence; Plague, his rapid progreſs in de- 
ſtruction; and Conſumption, though ſlow, 
inſiſted that he was ſure. In the midſt of this 
contention,” the court was diſturbed with the 
nojſe of muſic, dancing, feaſting, and revel- 
ry; when immediately entered a lady, with 
a bold laſcivious air, and a fluſhed and jovial 
countenance: ſhe was attended on one hand 
by à troop of . cooks and bacchanals; and on 
the other by a train of wanton youths and 
damſels, who danced half naked to the ſofteſt 
muſical inftruments ; her name was IN TRM 
PERANCE., She waved her hand, and thus 
addreſſed the crowd of Diſeaſes. . Give way, 
ye ſickly band of pretenders, nor dare to vie 
with my ſuperior merits in the ſervice: of this 
great Monarch. Am not I your parent? the 
author of your beings? Do ye not derive your 
power of ſhortening human life almoſt wholly -. 
from me? Who then fo fit as myſelf for this - 
important office? The grieſty Monarch grins | 
ed à ſmile of approbation, placed her at his 
right hand, and ſhe immediately became his 
E eee t 
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FA BL E XXI. 


| Indyſty and Sb 


OW ! live inthe world as uſeleſs, 
as if they had never been born]! They 
NP through life like a bird through the air, 
and leave no track behind them: waſte the 
prime of their days ia deliberating what they 
ſhall do; and bring them to a period, without 
Inmates. 


-An indolent young man, being aſked why 
he lay in bed ſo long, jocoſely and careleſsly 
anſwered —Every morning of my life I am 


different ſuits. One intreats me to get up, the 
other perſuades me to lie ſill: and then they 
alternately give me various reaſons, why I 
ſhould riſe, and why I ſhould not. This de- 


- tains me fo long, as it is the duty of an im- 


partial judge to hear all that can be ſaid on 


either ſide, that before the pleadings are over, 


it is time to go to dinner, 
| FABLE 


A. - r 1 1 — 1 


hearing cauſes. I have two ſine girls, their 
names are Induſtry and Sloth, cloſe at my 
bed fide, as ſoon as ever awake, prefling their 
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FABLE XXI. 
The Hart s E ars. 


A* elk having EET EW gored a lion, the 
monarch was ſo exaſperated, that he ſent , 


forth an edit, commanding all horned beaſts, 
on pain of death, to depart his dominions. A 
Hare abſerving the ſhadow of her ears, was 
much alarmed at their long and lofty appear- - 
ance; and running to one of ber friends, ac- 
quainted him that ſhe was reſolved to quit the 
country. For ſhould T happen, ſaid ſhe, how- 
ever undeſignedly, to give offence to my ſu- 
periors, my Ears may be conſtrued to come 
within the horn- act. Her friend ſmiled at her 
apprehenſions : and aſked how it was poſſible 
that Ears could be miſtaken for horns? Had 
I no more Ears than an Oftrich, replied the 
Hare, I would not truſt them in the hands of 
an informer: for truth and innocence are ar- 
guments of little force, againſt the logic of 
power and malice in conjunction. 


: 
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FABLE XXII. 
The Hermit and the Bear. 


N imprudent friend often does as much 


worſt enemy could effect by his malice. 


A certain Hermit having done a good office. 
to a Bear, the grateful creature was ſo ſenſible 


of his obligation, that he begged to be admit- 
ed as the guardian and companion of his ſo- 
litude, "The Hermit willingly accepted his 
offer, and conducted him to his cell, where 
they paſſed their time together in an amicable 


manner. One very hot day, the Hermit hav» 


ing laid him down to ſleep, the officious Bear 
employed himſelf in driving away the flies 
from his patron's face. But in ſpite of all his 


care, one of the flies perpetually returned to 


the attack, and at laſt ſettled upon the her- 
mit's .noſe. , Now I ſhall have you moſt cer- 


tainly, ſaid the Bear; and with the beſt in- 


tentions imaginable, gave him a violent blow 
on the face; which very effectually indeed 
demoliſhed the fly, but at the ſame time moſk 
terribly bruiſed the face of his benefactor, 


miſchief by his too great zeal, as the 
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FABLE XXIV. 


The Paſſinger and the Pilet. 


the whole crew of a large veſſel were in 
imminent danger of ſhipwreck. After the 


rolling of the waves was ſomewhat abated, a 


certain Paſſenger who had never been at ſea 
before, obſerving the Pilot to have appeared 
wholly. unconcerned even in their greateſt 
danger, had the curioſity to aſk him what death 
his father died. What death? 'faid the Pilot 
why he periſhed at ſea, as my grandfather did 
before him. And are you not afraid of truſting 
yourſelf to an element that has proved thus 
fatal to your family? Afraid! by no means 
why, we muſt all die: is not your father 
dead? Yes, but he died-in his bed. And 
why then are you not afraid of truſting yourſelf 
to your bed? Becauſe I am there perfectly ſe- 


cure, It may be ſo, replied the Pilot; but 


if the hand of providence is equally extend- 
ed over all places, there is no more reaſon for 
me to be afraid of going to ſea, than for you to 
be afraid of going to bed. 


T had blown a violent ſtorm at ſea, BOY : 


FABLE 
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FABLE XXV. 


| Dh f.. . 


A FARMER came to a neighbouring 
; Lawyer, exprefling great concern for 
an accident which he ſaid had juſt happened. 
One of your oxen, continued he, has been 
gored by an unlucky bull of mine, and 1 
ſhould be glad to know how I am to make 
you reparation. Thou art a very honeſt fel- 

low, replied the Lawyer, and wilt not think 

it unreaſonable, that I expect one of thy oxen 
in return. It is no more than juſtice, quoth 
the Farmer, to be ſure; but what did I ſay ? — 
I miſtake It is your bull that has killed one 
of my oxen. Indeed! ſays the Lawyer, that 
alters the caſe: I muſt enquire into the affair ; 
and if—And / faid the Farmer the buſi- S . - 
neſs I find would have been concluded with- [= 
out an , honadoen an condy to do jubtce | 
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FABLE XXVI. 


The Fur that had loft his Tail, 


A FOX having been unwarily caught in 
a trap, with much ſtruggling and diffi- 
culty at length diſengaged himſelf; not how- 
ever without being obliged to leave his tail 
behind him. The joy he felt at his eſcape, 
was ſomewhat .abated when he began to con- 
ſider the price he had paid for it; and he was 
a good deal mortified by reflecting on the 
ridiculous figure he ſhould make among his 
brethren, without a tail, In the agitation of 
his thoughts upon this occaſion, an expedient 
occurred to him which he reſolved to try, in 
order to remove this diſgraceful ſingularity. 
With this view he aſſembled his tribe toge- 
ther, and ſet forth in a moſt elaborate ſpeech 
how much he had at heart whatever tended to 
the public weal : he had often thought, he 
ſaid, on the length and buſhineſs of their tails; 
was verily perſuaded that it was much more 
burthenſome than ornamental, and rendered 
them beſides an eaſier prey to their enemies. 
He earneſtly recommended it to them there- 

4 1 | fore, 
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fore, to diſcharge themſelves of ſo uſeleſs and 
dangerous an incumbrance. My good friend, 
replied an old Fox, who had liſtened very at- 
tentively to his harangue, we are much ob- 


- liged to you, no doubt, for the concern you 


expreſs upon our account: but pray turn 
about before the company, for I cannot for 
my life help ſuſpecting, that you would not 


be quite ſo ſolicitous to eaſe us of our tails, if 


you had not unluckily loſt your own. 
FABLE XXVII. 
The Nobleman aud his Son. 


CERTAIN nobleman, much infected 
by ſuperſtition, dreamed one night that 
his only Son, a youth-about fifteen years of 
age, was thrown from his horſe as he was 
hunting, and killed upon the ſpot. This idle 
dream made ſo ſtrong an impreflion upon the 
weak and credulous father, that he formed a 
reſolution never more to ſuffer his Son to par- 
take of this his favourite diverſton. The next 
morning that the hounds went out, the young 
man requeſted permiffion to follow them; but 


inſtead of receiving it, as uſual, his father ac- 


quainted 
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quainted him with his dream, and peremp- 
torily enjoined him to forbear the ſport. The 
youth, greatly mortified at this unexpected re- 
fuſal, left the room much diſconcerted, and it 
was with ſome difficulty that he reſtrained his 
paſſion from indecently breaking out in his fa- 
ther's preſence, But upon his return to his 
own apartment, - paſſing through a gallery of 
pictures, in which was a piece repreſenting a 
company of gypſies telling a country girl her 
fortune, —'Tis owing, ſaid he, to A ridiculous 
ſuperſtition of the ſame kind with that of this 
ſimple wench, that I am debarred from one 


of the principal pleaſures of my liſe: at the 


ſame time, with great emotion, he ſtruck his 


hand againſt the canvas; When a. ruſty old 


nail behind the picture ran far into his wriſt. 
The pain and anguiſh of the wound threw 
the youth into a violent ſever, which proved 
too powerful for the {kill of the phyſicians, and 
in a few days put an end to his life: illuſtrat- 
ing an obſervation, that an over-cautious at- 
\ tention to avoid evils, often brings them upon 
us: and that we are frequently thrown head- 
long into misfortunes by the very means we 
make uſe of to avoid them. 


H FABLE 


on 


\catcale'of his heifers © Trembling and pale, O 

Jupiter, eried he, I offered thee a kid if thou 
-wouldit grant my petition: I now offer thee 
a bull, if thou wilt deliver me from the con- 


ſequence of it. 
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FABLE xxvni. 


'HERDSMAN miſled a young heifcr 
out of his grounds, and, after having 
diligently ſought for it in vain, when he could 


by no other means gain intelligence of it, be- 
- "took himſelf at laſt to bis prayers. Great 
Jupiter, faid he, ſhew me but the villain who 
has done me this injury, and I will give thee 
In ſacrifice the fineſt kid from my flock. He 
bad no ſooner uttered his petition, than turn- 
ing the corner of a wood, he was ſtruck with 


the ſight of a monſtrous lion, preying on the 
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FABLE. XXIX., 
mY 


The Bagl andthe Ow. 0 


40 Eagle and an Owl having 3 1 | 
to a league of mutual amity, one of t 


articles of their treaty was, that the former 
ſhould not prey upon the younglings of the 
latter. But tell me, ſaid the Owl, ſhould you 
know my little ones, if you were to ſee them? 
Indeed I ſhould, not, replied the Eagle; but 
if you deſcribe them to me, it will be ſuffi- 
client. You are to obſerve then, returned the 
Owl, in the firſt place, that the charming 
. creatures are perfectly well-ſhaped; in the 
next, that there is a remarkable ſweetnefs and 
vivacity in their countenances;, and then there 
is ſomething in their voices ſo peculiarly 
melodious Tis enough, interrupted 
the Eagle; by theſe marks I cannot fail of 
diſtinguiſhing them: and you may depend up- 
on their never receiving any injury from me. 
It happened not long afterwards, as the Eagle 
was upon the wing in queſt of his prey, that 
he diſcovered amidſt the ruins of an old caſtle 
a neſt of grim-faced, ugly birds, with gloomy 
H 2 coun- 
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countenances, and a voice like that of the fu- 
tries. Theſe undoubtedly, ſaid he, cannot be 
the offspring of my friend, and ſo I ſhall ven- 
ture to make free-with them. He had ſcarce 
finiſhed his repaſt and departed, when the 
"Owl returned ; -who, finding nothing of her 
brood remaining but ſome fragments of the 
mangled carcaſes, broke out into the moſt 
bitter exclamations againſt the cruel! and per- 
fidious author of her calamity. A neighbour- 


ing Bat, who over-heard her lamentations, 


and had been witneſs to what had paſſed be- 
tween her and the Eagle, very gravely told 
her; that ſhe had nobody to blame for this 
- misfortune but herſelf; whoſe blind preju- 


dices in favour of her children, had prompted 


her to give ſuch a deſcription of them, as did 


not reſemble them in any one ſingle feature or 
. quality. 


Parents ſhduld very carefully guard againſt 
that weak partiality towards their children, 
** which renders them blind to their failings and 
imperfections: as no diſpoſition is more like- 
Iꝙy to prove prejudicial to their future welfare. 


FABLE 
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FABLE XXX. 
The e Beafts. 


MOR TAL diſtemper once raged a- 
mong the Beaſts, and ſwept away prodi- 
gious numbers. After it had continued ſome , 
time , without abatement, it was concluded 
in an aſſembly of the brute creation to be 
a judgment inflicted upon them for their ſins, 
and a day was appointed for a general confeſ- 
ſion; when it was agreed, that he who ap- 
peared to be the greateſt ſinner, ſhould ſuffer _ 
death, as an atonement for the reſt. The 
Fox was appointed father confeſſor upon the 
occaſion; and the Lion with great generoſity 
conde ſcended to be the firſt in making public 
confeſſion. For my part, ſaid he, I muſt own, 
I. have been an enormous offender; I haye 
killed many innocent ſheep in my time; nay 
once, but it was a caſe of neceſſity, I made a 


mea; of che ſhepherd. The Fox, with much 
gravity, ac 


— that theſe in any other 
than the king would have been inexpiable 
crimes; but — his majeſty had certainly a 
right to a few filly ſheep, nay and to the ſnep- 
H 3 herd 


162 MODERN FABLES. 

herd too, in a caſe of neceflity. The judg- 
ment of the Fox was applauded by all the ſu- 
perior ſavages; and the Tyger, the Leopard, 
the Bear, and the Wolf, made confeſſion of 
many enormities of the like ſanguinary na- 
ture: which were all palliated or excuſed 
with the ſame lenity and mercy; and their 
erimes accounted ſo venial, © as - ſcarce to de- 
ſerve the name of offences. At laſt, a' poor 
penitent Aſs, with great contrition acknow- 
ledged, that once going through the parſon's 
meadow, being very hungry, and tempted by 
the ſweetneſs of the grafs, he had eropt a little 
of it, not more however in quantity than the 
tip of his tongue: he was very ſorry for the 
miſdemeanour, and hoped—Hope ! exclaimed 
the Fox with ſingular zeal, what canſt thou 
hope for, after the commiſſion of ſo heinous 
a crime? What! eat the parſon's graſs! O 
facrilege ! This, this is the flagrant wicked- 
neſs, my brethren, which has drawn the 
wrath of heaven upon our heads, and this the 
notorious oftender, whoſe death muſt make 
atonement for all our tranſgreſſions. So ſay- 
ing, he ordered his entrails for ſacrifice, and 
the reſt of the beaſts went to dinner upon his 
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FABLE XXSL, 
The cu, the Cock, and the yuung Mu. 


YOUNG Mouſe, 1 55 had Gon very 7 
little of the world, came running one day 
to his mother in great haſte O mother, faid 
he, I am frighted almoſt to death! I have ſeen 
the moſt extraordinary creature that ever was. 
He has a fierce angry look, and ſtruts about 
upon two legs. A ſtrange piece of fleſh grows, 
on his head, and another under his throat, as 
red as blood... He flapped his arms againſt his 
ſides, as if he intended to riſe. into the air; 
and ſtretching out his head, he opened a ſharp- 
pointed mouth ſo wide, that I thought he Was. 
preparing to ſwallow me up: then he roared 
at me ſo horribly, that I trembled every joint, 
and was glad to run home as faſt as I could. 
If J had not been frightened away by this ter- 
rible monſter, I was juſt going to commence 
an acquaintance with the , prettieſt creature 
you ever ſaw. She had a ſoft furr ſkin, thicker. 
than ours, and all beautifully ſtreaked with. 
black and grey ; with a modeſt look, and a; 
| demeanour ſo humble and courteous, that me- 
H 4 thought 
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thought I could have fallen in love with her. 
Then ſhe had à fine long tail, which ſhe 
waved about ſo prettily, and looked ſo ear- 
neſtly at me, that I do believe ſhe was juſt 
going to ſpeak to me, when the horrid mon- 
ſter frightened me away. Ah, my dear child, 
ſaid. the mother, you have eſcaped being de- 
voured, but not by that monſter you was ſo 
much afraid of: which in truth was only a 
bird, and would have done you no manner of 
harm. Whereas the ſweet creature, of whom 
you ſecm ſo fond, was ro other than a Cat; 
who, under that hypocritical countenance, 


conceals the moſt inveterate hatred to all our 


race, and ſubſiſts entirely by devouring Mice. 
Learn from this incident, my dear, never 
whilſt you live to rely on outward appearances. 
eie . 
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FARMER who had juſt ſtepped into 
* the field" to mend a gap in one of his 
- fences, found at his return the cradle, where 
he had left his only. child aſleep, turned upſide 
down, the cloaths all torn and bloody, and 
142 FL. 4 —_ his 
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his dog lying near it beſmeared alſo with 


blood. Immediately conceiving that che crea- 


ture had deſtroyed his child, he inſtantly daſh- - 
ed out his brains with the hatchet in his hand: 
when turning up the cradle, he found his child 
unhurt, and an enormous ſerpent lying dead 
on the floot, killed” by that faithful dog, 
whoſe courage and fidelity in preſerving the 
life of his ſon deſerved another kind of re- 
ward, Theſe affecting circumſtances afford- 
ed him à ſtriking leſſon, how: dangerous it 
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 GNAT. half- ttarved ww cold. * +42 
pinched with hunger, came early one 
moving to a bee-hive, begged the relief of 
charity, and offered to teach muſic in the fa- 
mily, on the humble terms of diet and lodg- 
ing. The Bee received her petitioner with a 
cold civility, and deſired to be excuſed. 1 
bring up all my children, ſaid ſhe, to my own, . 
uſeful trade, that they may be able when they 
14441 Hs. grow 
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grow up, to get-an honeſt livelihood by their 


induſtry. " Beſides, how do you think I could 
be ſo imprudent as to teach them an art, which 


I ſee has reduced grip er eee 
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ON Th Owl and the Bag 


\\ N Owl fit blinking in the trunk ef bel. 

low tree, and arraigned the brightneſs of 
the ſun. What is the uſe of its beams, ſaid 
ſhe, but to dazzle ones eyes ſo that one can- 
not ſee a mouſe? For my part, I am at a loſs 
to conceive for what purpoſe ſo glaring an ob- 
ject was created. We had certainly been much 
better without it. O fool ! replied an Eagle 
perched on a branch of the ſame tree, to rail 
at excellence which thou canſt not taſte ; ig- 
norant that the fault is not in the ſun, but in 
thyſelf, All, tis true, have not faculties to 
underſtand, nor powers to enjoy the benefit 
of it: but muſt the buſineſs and the pleaſures 
of the world de 8 mne may 
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FABLE, XXV. 
The Al Lion, the Fax, and the Wolf... 


A LION, having ſurfeited. himſelf: with 
feaſting too luxuriouſly on the carcaſe of 
a wild boar, was ſeized with a violent and 
dangerous diſorder, The beaſts of the foreſt 
flocked in great numbers to pay their reſpects 
to him upon the occaſion, and ſcarce one was 
abſent except the Fox. 'The Wolf, an ill- 
natured and malicious beaſt, ſeized this oppor- 
portunity to accuſe the Fox of pride, ingrati- 
tude and diſaffection to his majeſty. - In the 
midſt of his inveCtive, the Fox entered; who 
having heard part of the Wolf's accuſation, . 
and obſerving the Lion's countenance to be 
kindling into wrath, thus adroitly excuſed 
himſelf, and retorted upon his accuſer. I fee 
many here, who with mere lip ſervice have 
pretended: to ſhew you their loyalty; but for 
my part, from the moment I heard of your 
majeſty's illneſs, neglecting uſeleſs compli- 
ments, I employed myſelf day and night to 
enquire among the moſt learned phyſicians, 
an infallible remedy for your diſeaſe, and have 
l 161 ' I at 
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at length happily been informed of one. It is 


a plaiſter made of part of a Wolf's ſkin, taken 
warm from his back, and laid to your majeſty's 
ſtomach. This remedy was no ſooner pro- 
poſed, than it was determined that the expe- 
riment ſhould be tried: and whilſt the opera- 
tion was performing; the Fox, with a ſar- 
caftic ſmile, whiſpered this uſeful maxim in 
the Wolf's ear——If you would be ſafe from 
harm yourſelf, learn for the future not to me- 
ditate miſchief againſt others. | OY 


FABLE XXXVI. 
De Blind Han and the Lame. 


5 I'S from our ts {baits aber | 
almoſt all the connections of ſociety 
take their riſe. | 


A Blind man, being ftopped in a bad piece 
of road, meets with a Lame man, and in- 
treats him to guide him through the difficulty 
he was got into, How can I do that, replied 
the Lame man, fince I am ſcarce able to d ag 


myſelf along? but as you appear to be. very 
ſtrong, if you will carry me, we will ſcek our 
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fortunes together. It will then be my inte- 
reſt to warn you of any thing that may ob- 
ſtruct your way: your feet ſhall be my feet, 
and my eyes yours. With all my heart, re- 
turned thg Blind man; let us render each 
other our mutual ſervices. So taking his lame 
companion on his back, they by means of their 
union travelled on with ſafety and pleaſure. | 


FABLE an 


The Lion, the Bear, the Monkey, and th Fen 


1 the foreſt ied a OS! 
mation, commanding all his ſubjeQs to 
repair immediately to his royal den. Among 
the reſt the Bear made his appearance: but 
pretending to be offended with the ſteams 
which iſſued from the monarch's apartments, 
he was imprudent enough to hold his noſe in 
his majeſty's preſence. This inſolence was ſo 
highly-reſented, that the Lion in a rage laid 
him dead at his feet. The Monkey, obſery- © 
ing what had paſled, trembled for his carcaſe; 
and attempted to conciliate favour by the moſt 
abject flattery, He began with proteſtingy that 
for his part, he thought the apartments were 
| per- 
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perfumed: with Arabian ſpices; and exclaim- 
ing againſt the rudeneſs of the Bear, admired 
the beauty of his majeſty's. paws, ſo happily 
formed, be ſaid, to correct the inſolence of 
clowns. This fulſome adulation, inſtead of 
being received as he expected, proved no leſs 
offenſive than the rudeneſs of the Bear: and 
the courtly Monkey was in like manner ex- 
tended by the fide of Sir Bruin. And now his 
majeſty caſt his eye upon the Fox. Well, 
Reynard, ſaid he, and what ſcent do you diſ- 
cover here? Great prince, replyed the cautious 
Fox, my noſe was never eſteemed my moſt 
diſtinguiſhing ſenſe: and at preſent I would 
by no. means venture to give my opinion, as 
I bave unfortunately got a terrible cold. 


FABLE: XXXVIII. 
The Otwl and the Nightingale. 


FORMAL ſolemn Owl had many years 
made his habitation in a grove amongſt 
the ruins of an old monaſtery, and had pored 
ſo often on ſome mouldy manuſcripts, the ſtu- 
pid relicks of a monkiſh library, that he grew 
e rn and pedantry of the 
place 
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place; and miſtaking gravity for wiſdom, 
would fit whole days with his eyes half ſhut, 
fancying himſelf profoundly learned. It hap- 
pened, as he fate one evening, half buried in 
meditation, and half afleep, that a Nightin- 
gale, unluckily perching near him, began her 
melodious lays. He ſtarted from his reverie, 
and with a horrid ſcreech interrupting her ſong 
—Be gone, cried he, thou impertinent min- 
ſtrel, nor diſtract with noiſy diſſonance my 
ſublime contemplations; and know, vain 
ſongſter, that harmony. conſiſts in truth alone, 
which is gained by laborious ſtudy; and not 
in languiſhing notes, fit only to ſooth the ear 
of à love-fick maid. Conceited pedant, re- 
turned the Nightingale, whoſe wiſdom lies 
only in the feathers that muffle up thy un- 
meaning face; muſic is a natural and rational 
entertainment, and though not adapted to the 
ears of an Owl, has ever been reliſhed and 
admired vor ney are pn true une 


9 Fruit bel 
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XXXIX. 


FAB LE 
The Ant and the Caterpillar. 


$ a Caterpillar was advancing very flow- 
ly along one of the allies of a beautiful 
garden, he was met by a pert lively Ant, who 
toſſing up her head with a ſcornful air, cried, 
Prithee get out of the way, thou poor creep- 
ing animal, and do not preſume to obſtrut 
the paths of thy ſuperiors, by wriggling along 
the road, and beſmearing the walks appro- 
priated to their ' footſteps. Poor creature! 


thou lookeſt like a thing half made, which 
nature not liking threw by unfiniſhed. 1 


could almoſt pity thee, methinks; but it is 
beneath one of my quality to talk to ſuch 
mean creatures as thou art: and ſo, poor 


+ --+ FE 


The EP Caterpillar truck dumb with 6 
this diſdainful language, retired, went to 


work, wound himſelf up in a filken cell, and 
at the appointed time came out a beautiful 
"Butterfly. Juſt as he was ſallying forth, he 
en the ſcornful Ant paſſing by. Proud 


- a 4 * 
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inſect, ſaid he, ſtop a moment, and learn from 
the circumſtances in which you now ſee me, 
never to deſpiſe any one for that condition, in 
which Providence has thought fit to place 
him; as there is none ſo mean, but may one 
day, either in this ſtate or in a better, be ex- 
alted above thoſe who looked down upon him 
with unmerited contempt. 


PF A D'L'E BE; 
The two Foxes. 


* WO Foxes formed a ſtratagem to enter 
a hen-rooſt : which having ſucceſsfully 
executed, and killed the cock, the hens, and. 
the chickens, they began to feed upon them 
with ſingular ſatisfaction. One of the Foxes, 
who was young and inconſiderate, was for 
devouring them all upon the ſpot : the other, 
who was old and covetaus, propoſed to reſerve 
ſome of them for another time. For expe- 
s rience, child, ſaid he, has made me wiſe, and 
<< I have ſeen many unexpected events ſince I 
*© came into the world. Let us provide, there- 

fore, againſt what may happen, and not 
* conſume all our ſtore at one meal. All 
1th te this 


114% MODERN FABLES... 
this is wonderous wiſe, replied the young 
Fox; but for my part, I am reſolved not 
to ſtir till I Have eaten as much as will ſerve 
me a whole week: for who would be mad 
« enough to return hither? when it is certain 
©« the owner of theſe fowls will watch for us, 
and if he ſhould catch us, would certainly 
put us to death.” After this ſhort diſcourſe, 
each purſued his own ſcheme: the young Fox 
eat till he burſt himſelf, and had ſcarcely 
ſtrength to reach his hole before he died. The 
old one, who thought it much better to deny 
his appetite ſor the preſent, and lay up pro- 
viſion for the future, returned the next day, 
and was killed by the farmer. Thus every age 
has its peculiar vice: the young ſuffer by their 
inſatiable thirſt after pleaſure; and the old, by 
their d incorri ö and inordinate avarice. 


FABLE XLI 
| The conceited Owl, * 


YOUNG Ow), having accidentally 
ſeen himſelf in a cryſtal fountain, con- 
ceived the higheſt opinion of his. perſonal per- 
fections. . ſaid he, that Hymen 
| ſhould 
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ſhould give me children as beautiful as myſelf, , 
to be the glory of the night, and the ornament 
of our groves. "What pity would it be, if 
the race” of the moſt accompliſhed of birds 
ſhould be extinct for want of a mate! Happy 
the female who is deſtined to ſpend her life 
with me! Full of theſe ſelf- approving thoughts 
he intreated the Crow to propoſe a match be- 
tween him and the royal daughter of the Eagle. 
Do you imagine, faid the Crow, that the 
noble Eagle, whoſe pride it is to gaze on the 
brighteſt of the heavenly luminaries, will con- 
ſent to marry his daughter to you, who can- 
not ſo much as open your eyes whilſt it is day- 
light? But the ſelf-conceited Owl was deaf 
to all that his friend could urge; who after 
much perſuaſion, was at length prevailed up- 
on to undertake the commiſſion. His propo- 
ſal was received in the manner that might be 
expected: the king of birds laughed him to 
ſcorn, However, being a monarch of ſome 
humour, he ordered him to acquaint the Owl / 
that if he would meet him the next morning 
at ſun- riſe in the middle of the ſky, he would 
conſent to give him his daughter in marriage. 
The preſumptuous ow! undertook to perform 
an — but being dazzled with the 
. 


% 
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ſun, and his head growing giddy, he fell from 
his height upon a rock; from whence being 


purſued by a flight of birds, he was glad at 


laſt to make his eſcape into the hollow of an 
old oak; where he paſſed the remainder of his 
days in that obſcurity for which nature de- 


ſigned him. | 
FABLE, XLIL 
The Fox and the Cat. 


\T 0 THING is more common than for 
men to condemn the very ſame actions 


in others, which they practiſe themſelves when- 


ever occaſion offers. 


A Fox and a Cat having made a party to 
travel together, beguiled the tediouſneſs of 
their journey by a variety of philoſophical. 


. converſations, Of all the moral virtues, ex- 


claimed Reynard, mercy. is ſure the nobleſt !. 
What ſay you, my ſage friend, is it not fo ? 
Undoubtedly, replied the Cat, with a moſt 
demure countenance; nothing is more be- 
coming, in a creature of any ſenſibility, than 
a compaſſionate diſpoſition. While they were 

# thus 


\ 
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thus moralizing and mutually compliment- 
ing each other on the wiſdom of their re- 
ſpective reflections; a Wolf darted out from 
a wood upon a flock of ſheep which were 
feeding ia an adjacent meadow; and without 
being in the leaſt affected by the moving la- 
mentations of a poor lamb, devoured it be- 
fore their eyes. Horrible cruelty! exclaimed 
the Cat; why does he not feed on vermin, 
inſtead of making his barbarous meals on ſuch 
innocent creatures? Reynard agreed with his 
friend in the obſervation; to which he added 
ſeveral very pathetic remarks on the odiouſneſs 
of a ſanguinary temper. Their indignation 
was riſing in its warmth and zeal, when they 
arrived at a little cottage by the way fide ; 
where the tender-hearted Reynard immediate- 
ly caſt his eye upon a fine cock that was ſtrut- 
ting about the yard. And now, adieu mo- 
ralizing: he leaped over the pales, and with- 
out any ſort of ſcruple demoliſhed his prize in 
an inſtant. In the mean while, a plump mouſe 
which ran out of the ſtable, totally put to flight 
our Cat's philoſophy, who fell to the repaſt 
without the leaſt commiſeration. 


FABLE 


| / 
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FABLE, XIII. 
The tre Horſes. . oc 


I hagen ut ns 1 ibo! 

WO horſes were travelling the road to- 
gether; one loaded with a ſack of flour, 
the other with a ſum of money. The latter, 
proud of his ſplendid burthen, toſſed up his 
head with an air of conſcious ſuperiority, and 
every now and then caſt a look of contempt 
upon his humble companion. In paſſing thro 
a wood, they were met by a gang of highway- 
men, who immediately ſeized upon the horſe 
that was carrying the treaſure: but the ſpirited 
ſteed not being altogether diſpoſed to ſtand ſo 
_ quietly as was neceſſary for their purpoſe, they 
beat him moſt unmercifully, and after plun- 
dering him of his boaſted load, leſt him to la- 
ment at his leiſure the cruel bruiſes he had re- 
ceived. Friend, ſaid his deſpiſed companion 
to him, who had now reaſon to triumph in 
his turn, diſtinguiſhed poſts are often danger- 
ous to thoſe who poſleſs them: if you had 
ſerved a miller, as I do, you might have tra- 
velled the road unmoleſted. 


FABLE 


- e _———_ 
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FABLE XIV. 


The Dove and the Ant. 


E ſhould always be ready to do good 

offices, even to the meaneſt, of our 

fellow creatures; as there is no one to whoſe 

aſſiſtance we may not, upon ſome occaſion or 
other, be greatly indebted. | 


A Dove was ſipping from the banks of a 
rivulet, when an Ant, who was at the ſame 
time trailing a grain of corn along the edge 
of the brook, inadvertently fell in. The Dove 
obſerving the helpleſs inſet ſlruggling in vain 
to reach the ſhore, was touched with com- 
paſſion; and plucking a blade of graſs, drop- 
ed it into the ſtream; by means of which the 
poor Ant, like a ſhip-wreck'd ſailor upon a 
plank, got ſafe to land. She had ſcarcely ar- 
rived there, when ſhe perceived a fowler juſt 
going to diſcharge his piece at her deliverer : 
upon which ſhe inſtantly crept up his foot 
and ſtung him on the ankle, The ſportſman' 
ſtarting, occaſioned a ruſtling among the 
boughs, which alarmed the dove, who imme- 
| diately 
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diately ſprung up, and by that means eſcaped 
the danger with which ſhe was threatened. 


FABLE XLV. 
De Parrot. 


CERTAIN widower, in order to amuſe 

his ſolitary hours, and in ſome meaſure 
ſupply the converſation of his departed help- 
mate of lequacious memory, determined to 
purchaſe a Parrot, With this view, he applied 
to a dealer in birds, who ſhewed him a large 
collection of parrots of various kinds, Whilſt 
they were exerciſing their talkative talents be- 
fore him, one repeating the cries of the town, 
another aſking for a cup of ſack, and a third 
bawling out for a coach, he obſerved a green 
parrot, perched in a thoughtful manner at a 
tance upon the feot of a table: And fo 
you, my grave gentleman, ſaid he, are quite 
- filent, To which the Parrot replied, like a 
philoſophical bird, I think the more.” 
Pleaſed with this ſenſible anſwer, our wi- 
dower immediately paid down his price, and 
took home the bird, conceiving great things 
from a creature, who. had given ſo ſtriking a 
ſpecimen 
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ſpecimen of his parts. But aſter having in- 
ſtructed him during a whole month, he found 
to his great diſappointment, that he obuld gat 

nothing more from him than the fatiguing re- 
petition of the ſame dull ſentence, L thing 
the more.” I ü find, ſaid he in great wrath 
that thou art a moſt invincible fool: and ten 
times more a fool was I, for having formed a \ 
favourable opinion of thy abilities upon no bet= * 
ter foundation than an affected ſolemnit. 


F ABLE HMM. (gs 


The Cat and the Bat. 


CAT, having devoured her maſter's fa- 
vourite bullfinch, overheard him threa- 
tening to put her to death the moment he could 
find her. In this diſtreſs ſhe preferred a prayer 
to Jupiter; vowing, if he would deliver her 
from her preſent danger, that never while ſhe 
lived would ſhe eat another bird. Not long 
afterwards a Bat moſt invitingly flew into the 
room where puſs was purring in the window. 
The queſtion was, how to act upon ſo tempt- 
ing an occaſion? Her appetite preſſed hard on 
one fide; and her vow threw ſome ſcruples in 
n her 
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her way on the other. At length ſhe hit upon 
a moſt convenient diſtinction to remove all dif- 
ficukies, by determining that as a bird indeed 
& was 'unlawful prize, but as a mouſe ſhe 
might very conſcientiouſly eat it; and accord- 
ingly without further debate fell to the re- 


M. 


Thus it is chat men are apt to impoſe upon 
themſelves by vain and groundleſs diſtinctions, 
when conſcience and principle are at variance 
with intereſt and inclination. 


FABLE XLVII. 
The two Lizards. 


AS two lizards were baſking under a ſouth 
wall, How contemptible, faid one of 
them, is our cendition! We exiſt, 'tis true, but 
that is all; for we hold no fort Bf rank in the 
creation, andareutterlyunneticed by the world. 
Curſed obſcurity ! Why was I not rather born 
a ſtag, to range at large, the pride and glory 
of ſome royal foreſt ? It happened that in the 
midft of theſe unjuſt murmurs, a pack of 
knunds was heard in full cry after the very 
Ny | a creature 
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creature he was envying, who being quite 
ſpent with the chace, was torn in pieces by the 
dogs in fight of our two Lizards. And is this 
the lordly ſtag, whoſe place in the creation 
you wiſhed to hold? ſaid the wiſer Li- 
zard to his complaining friend : Let his ſad 
fate teach you to bleſs providence for placing 
you in that humble ſituation, which ſecures 


you from rhe dangers of a more elevated 
rank. 


FABLE XLVIN. 
upiter's Lottery. 


F"UPITER, in order to pleaſe mankind, 
directed Mercury to give notice that he 
had eſtabliſhed a Lottery, in which there were 
no blanks: and that, amongſt à vatiety of 
other valuable chances, Wiſdom was the high - 
eſt prize. It was Jupiter's command, that in 
this Lottery ſome of the gods ſhould alſo be- 
come adventurers. The tickets being diſ- 
poſed of, and the wheels placed, Mercury was 
employed to preſide at the drawing, It hap- 
pened that the beſt prize fell to Minerva: 
_—_ which a general murmur ran through 
I 2 the 
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the aſſembly, and hints were thrown-out that 
Jupiter had ufed ſome unfair practices to ſe- 
cure this deſirable lot to his daughter. Jupi- 
ter, that he might at once both puniſh and 
filence theſe impious clamours of the human 
race, preſented them with Folly in the place of 
Wiſdom; with which they went away perfect- 
ly well contented. And from that time the 
greateſt Fools have always looked upon them- 
ſelves as the Wiſeſt men. 


FABLE XLIX, 


The litigious Cats. 


WO Cats having ſtolen ſome cheeſe, 
could not agree about dividing their 
prize. In order therefore to ſettle the diſpute, 
they conſented to refer the matter to a Mon- 
key. The propoſe. arbitrator very readily 
accepted the office, and producing a balance, 
put a part into each ſcale. ** Let me fee— 
( (aid he) ay—this lump outweighs the other:“ 
and immediately bit off a conſiderable piece in 
order to reduce it, he obſerved, to an equili- 
brium. The oppoſite ſcale was now become 


the heavieſt; which * our conſcientious 
judge 
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judge an additional reaſon for a ſecond mouth- 
ful. Hold, hold, ſaid the two Cats, who 
began to be alarmed for the event, give us our 
reſpective ſhares, and we are ſatisfied. If you are 
ſatisfied, returned the Monkey, juſtice is not: 
a caſe of rhis intricate nature is by no means 
ſo ſoon determined. Upon which he conti- 
nued to nibble firſt one piece, and then the 
other, till the poor Cats ſecing their cheeſe 
gradually diminiſhing, intreated him to give 
himſclf no farther trouble, but deliver to them 
what remained, Not ſo faſt, I beſeech you 
friends, replied the Monkey; we owe juſtice 
to ourſelves as well as to you: what remains 
is due 'to me in right of my office. Upon 
which he crammed the whole into his mouth, 
and with great gravity diſmiſſed the court. 

ADD 


The 1 Dogs. 


AST and inconfiderate connections 

are generally attended with great diſ- 

advantages: and much of every man's goed or 

ill fortune depends upon the name he makes 
of his friends. 

” 213 A good- 
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A good-natured Spaniel overtook a ſurly 
Maſtiff, as he was travelling upon the high 
road, Tray, although an intire ſtranger to 
Tyger, very civilly accoſted him: And if it 
would be no interruption, he ſaid, he ſhould 
be glad to bear him company on his way. 
'Tyger, who happened not to be altogether in 
{o growling a mood as uſual, accepted the pro- 
poſal; and they very amicably purſued. their 
journey together, In the midſt of their con- 
verſation they arrived at the next village; 
where T yger began to diſplay his malignant 
diſpoſition, by an unprovoked attack upon 
every dog he met. The villagers immediately 
ſallied forth with great indignation to reſcue 
their reſpective favourites; and falling upon 
our two friends without diſtinction or mercy, 
poor Tray was moſtcruelly treated, for noother 
teaſon but his being ſound in bad company. 


Death and Cupid. 


UPITER ſent forth Death and Cupid 
co travel round the world, giving each of 
them a bow in his hand, and a quiver of ar- 

Towsy$ 
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rows at his back, It vas ordered by the ſu- 
preme diſpoſer of all events, that the arrows 
of Love ſhould only wound the young, in 
order to ſupply the decays of mortal men; 
and thoſe of Death were to ſtrike old 
and free the world from an, uſrleſg charge 
Our trayellers, being one day. extremely fa- 
tigued with their journey, reſted themſelyes 
under the coyert of a wood, and throwing 
down their arrows in a promiſcuous manner, 
they both fell faſt aſleep. They had not re- 
poſed themſelves long, before they were awa- 
kened by 3 ſudden noiſe; when. haſtily ga- 
thering up their arms, each in the canfylion _. 
toak by miſtake ſome of the darts that be- 
longed tg the other. By this means, it fre- 
quently happened that Death vanquiſhed the 
young, and Cupid ſubdued the old. Jupiter 
obſerved the error, but did not think proper 
to redreſs it; foreſeeing that ſome good might 
ariſe from their unlucky exchange. And in 
fact, if men were wiſe, they would learn 
from this miſtake to be apprehenſive of death 
in their youth, and to guard againſt the amo - 
rous paſſions in their old age, 
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FABLE I. 


ff} 


The TR 


HERE is a certain bird in the Weſt- 
Indies, which has the faculty of mi- 
micking the notes of every other ſongſter, 
without being able himſelf to add any origi- 
nal ſtrains to the concert. As one of theſe 
Mock-birds was diſplaying his talent of ridi- 
eule among the branches of a venerable wood : 
*Tis very well, ſaid a little warbler, ſpeaking 
in che name of all the reſt, we grant you that 
our muſic is not without its faults: but why 
e aer 
oon? 


FABLE 
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FABLE LI. 


The Spetacles. I 
ent 
He OW gtrangely all mankind differ in their 
opinions! and how ſtrongly nn is at- 
tached to his own! 


Jt one day, enjoying himſelf over a 
bowl of neCtar, and in a merry humour, deter- 
mined to make mankind a preſent, Momus 
was appointed to convey it to them; who 
mounted on a rapid car was preſently on earth. 
Come hither, ſays he, ye happy mortals; great 
Jupiter has opened for your benefit his all- 
gracious hands. Tis true, he made you ſome- 
what ſhort · ſighted, but to remedy that incon- 
venience, behold how he has favoured you! 
So ſaying, he unlooſed his portmanteau; when 
an infinite number of Spectacles tumbled out, 
and were picked up by the crowd with all the 
eagerneſs imaginable.. There were enow for 
all, every man had his pair, But it was 
ſoon found that theſe SpeQacles did not repre- 
ſent objects to all mankind alike: for one 
pair was purple, another blue; one was 

I'5 white, 


ts. 6 
on. * * 
—— — 


—— — 


white, and another black : ſome of the glaſſes 
were red, ſome green, and ſome yellow. In 
ſhort, there were of all manner of colours, 
and every ſhade of colour, However, not- 
withſtanding this diverſity, every man was 
charmed with his own, as believing it the 
trueſt; and enjoyed in opinion all the fati> 
faction of reality. 
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F A B LE T. 
The Red-breaft and the Sparrow. 


by the ſide of a rural cottage, a Spar- 
row perched. upon the "thatch took 
occaſion thus to reprimand him. And doſt 
thou, ſaid he, with thy dull autumnal note, 
preſume to emulate the Birds of Spring? Can 
thy weak warblings pretend to vie with the 
ſprightly-- accents of the Thruſh and the 
Blackbird? with the various melody of the 
Lark or the Nightingale ? whom other birds 
far thy ſuperiors, have been long content to 
1 + admire 


q S a Red- breaſt was ſinging on a tree 
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admire in fene, Judge with candour at 
leaſt, replied the Robin; not impute thoſe ef- 
forts to ambition ſolely, which may ſometimes 
flow from Lens of Be He. I reverence indeed, 
but by no means” envy, the Piyds whoſe fame 
"Has Nood the teſt of ages. Their ſongs have 
charmed both, hill and dale; but their feafon 
5 ja, e Hoa we tent. 1 feel not, 
| however, the ginbition to late or equal 
them : my efforts ure of a mich Humibler na- 
de; tO OVA for parton, while 
I endeavour to chear theſe forſaken valleys, 


by an attempt to inWtate the rains I love. 
FABLE | 
Na fine morning io May, two Bees ſet . 
forward in queſt of honey; the ane wiſe g 
and temperate, the other careleſs and extrava- ' 
gant. They foon arrived at a garden enrich- as 
ed with aromatic herbs, the moſt ſragrant n 
flowers, and the moſt delicious fruits. They 
regaled themſelves for a time on the various q* 


dainties that were ſpread before them: the 
one loading his thigh at intervals with provi- 
3 ; ſions 
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ſions for the hive againſt the diſtant winter; 
the other, revelling in ſweets without regard 
to any thing but his preſent gratification. At 
length they found a wide-mouthed phial, that 
hung beneath the bough of a peach- tree, filled 
with honey ready tempered, and expoſed to 
their taſte in the moſt alluring manner. The 
thoughtleſs Epicure, ſpite of all his friend's re- 
monſtrances, plunged headlong into the veſſel, 
reſolving to indulge himſelf in all the plea- 
ſures of ſenſuality. The Philoſopher, on the 
other hand, ſipped a little with caution, but 


being ſuſpicious of danger, flew off to fruits 


and flowers ; where by the moderation of his 
meals he improved his reliſh for the true en- 
joyment of them. In the evening, however, 
he called upon his friend, to enquire whether 
he would return to the hive ; but found him 
ſurfeited in ſweets, which he was as unable to 
leave, as to enjoy. Clogged in his wings, en- 
feebled in his feet, and his whole frame to- 
tally enervated, he was but juſt able to bid 
his friend adieu, and to lament with his lateſt 


breath, that though a taſte of pleaſure might 


quicken the reliſh of life, an unreſtrained in- 
dulgence is inevitable deſtruction. 


FABLE 


| 
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FABLE 10. 
"The Diamond and the Glow-toorm. 


DIAMOND happened to fall from 
the ſolitaire of a young lady, as ſhe was 
walking one evening on a terrace in the garden. 
A Glow-worm who had beheld it ſparkle in 
its deſcent, ſoon as the gloom of night had 
eclipſed its luſtre, began to mock and to inſult 
it. Art thou that wonderous thing, that vaunt- 
eſt of thy prodigious brizhtneſs? Where now 
is all thy boaſted brilliancy? Alas, in evil 
hour has fortune thrown thee within the reach 
of my ſuperior blaze. Conceited inſeR, repli- 


ech the Gem, that oweſt thy feeble glimmer to 


the darkneſs that ſurrounds thee: know, my 
luſtre bears the teſt of day, and even derives 
its chief advantage from that diſtinguiſhing 
light, which diſcovers thee to be no more than. 
a dark and paltry Worm. 


12. ;*; FABLE 
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FABLE IV. 
* The Oftrich and the Pelican. 


HE Oſtrich one day met the Pelican, 
and obſerving her breaſt all bloody, 
Good God ! ſays ſhe to her, what is the mat- 
ter? What accident has befallen you? You 
certainly have been ſeized by ſome ſavage 
beaſt of prey, and have with difficulty eſcap- 
ed from his mercileſs claws. Do not be ſur- 
priſed, friend, replied the Pelican: no ſuch 
accident, nor indeed any thing more than 
common, hath happened to me. I have only 
been engaged in my ordinary employment of 
tending my neſt, of feeding my dear little ones, 
and nouriſhing them with the vital blood from 
my boſom. Vour anſwer, returned the Oſ- 


trich, aſtoniſhes me ſtill more than the horrid 


ſigure you make. What! is this your practice, 
to tear your own fleſh, to ſpill your own 
blood, and to ſacrifice yourſelf in this cruel 


young ones? I know not which to pity moſt, 


your miſery, or your folly. Be adviſed by me; 
Ko: iy AR? pee and leave off 


Den 0 11 930131! #3 V4 | this 


manner to the important cravings of your 
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this barbarous cuſtom of mangling your own 
body: as for your children, commit them to the 
care of providence, and make yourſelf quite 
eaſy about them. My example may be of uſe 
to you. I lay my eggs upon the ground, and 
juſt cover them lightly over with fand: if 
they have the good luck to eſcape being cruſh- 
ed by the tread of man or beaſt, the warmth 
of the ſun broods upon, and hatches them; 
and in due time my young ones come forth : 
I leave them to be nurſed by nature, and foſter- 
ed by the elements; I give myſelf no trouble 
about them, and I neither know nor care 
what becomes of them, Unhappy wretch, 
ſays the Pelican, who art hardened againſt thy 
offspring, and thro' want of natural affection 
rendereſt thy travail fruitleſs to thyſelf ] who 
knoweſt not the ſweets of a parent's anxiety, 
the tender delight of a mother's ſufferings | 
It is not I, but thou that art cruel to thy own 
fleſh, Thy inſenſibility may exempt thee from a 
temporary inconvenience, and an inconſiderable 
pain; but at the ſame time it makes thee in+ 
attentive to a moſt neceſſary duty, and incapable 
of reliſhing the pleaſure that attends it: a pleg- 
ſure, themoſtexquilite that nature bath indulg'd 
to us; in which pain itſelf is ſwallowed up and 
loſt, or only ſerves to heighten the enjoyment. 
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FABLE V. 
The Handi in Coupler. 


HUNTSMAN was leading forth his 
Hounds one morning to the chace, and 
had linked ſeveral of the young Dogs in Couples, 
to prevent their following every ſcent, and 
hunting diſorderly, as their own inclinations 
and fancy ſhould direct them, Among others 


it was the fate of Jowler and Vixen to be 
thus yoked together. Jowler and Vixen were 


both young and unexperienced; but had for 
ſome- time been conſtant companions, and 
ſeemed to have entertained a great fondneſs 
for each other; they uſed to be perpetually 


pened, always took one another's part; it 
might have been expected therefore, that it 
would not be diſagreeable to them to be ſtill 


more cloſely united. However in fact it prove 
ed otherwiſe: they had not been long joined - 
together before both parties were obſerved to 


expreſs uneaſineſs at their preſent ſituation. 
Different inclinations and oppoſite wills began 


to diſcover and to exert themſelves; if one 
t 5 choſe 


playing together, and in any quarrel that hap» 
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| Choſe to go this way, the other was as eaper | 
to take the contrary; if one was preſſing for- e 
ward, the other vas ſure to lag behind; Vixen a 
pulled back Jowler, and Jowler dragged along 
Vixen: Jowler growled at Vixen, and Vixcn k 
ſnapped at Jowler: till at laſt it came toadown- 
right quarrel between them: and Jowler tre . 
ed Vixen in a very rough and ungenerous man- . 


ner, without any regard to the inferiority of he: 
ſtrength, or the tenderneſs of her ſex. As the) 
were thus continually vexing and tormenti 
one another, an old Hound, who had obſerved 
all that paſſed, came up to them, and thus 1<- 
proved them: What a couple of filly Pup- 
Pies you are, to be perpetually worrying your- 
ſelves at this rate! What hinders your going 
on peaceably and quietly together? Cannot you | f 
compromiſe the matter between you by each | ; 
0 

] 


conſulting the other's inclination a little! at 
leaſt, try to make a virtue of neceſſity, and 
ſubmit to what you cannot remedy: you can- 
not get rid of the chain, but you may make it 
fit eaſy upon you. I am an old dog, and let 
my age and experience inſtrut you: when ! 
was in the ſame circumſtances with you, I foon | 
| found, that thwarting my companion was only 
ttzotmenting myſelf; and my yoke- fellow hap- | 
9 pur, 
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pily came into the ſame way of thinking. We- 


endeavoured to join in the ſame purſuits, and 
to follow one another's inclination; and ſo we 
jogged on together, not only with eaſe and 


quiet, but with comfortandpleaſure. We found 
by experience, that mutual compliance not 


only compenſates for liberty, but is even at- 
tended with a ſatisfaction and delight, beyond 
what liberty itſelf can give.” 

FABLE VI. 


The Miſer and the Mag-pye. 


S a Miſer fat at his deſk, counting over | 


his heaps of gold; a Mag-pye eloping 
from his cage, picked up a guinea, and hopped 
away with it. The Miſer, who never failed to 
count his money over a ſecond time, immediate- 
ly miſſed the piece, and riſing up from his ſeat 
in the utmoſt conſternation, obſerved the felon 
hiding it in a crevice of the floor. And art thou, 
cryed he, that worſt of thieves, who haſt rob- 
bed me of my gold, without the plea of neceſ- 
ſity, and without regard to its proper uſe? But 
thy life ſhall attone for ſo prepoſterous a vil- 
lainy. Soft. words, good maſter, quoth the 

| * Mag- 


1 
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fence; you it ſeems are by no means deſtitute 
. ” of 
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Mag-pye. Have I then injured you, in any 


other ſenſe than you defraud the public? And 
am I not uſing your money in the ſame man- 
ner you do yourſelf? If I muſt loſe my life for 
hiding a fingle guinea, what do you, I pray, 
deſerve, who ſecrete ſo many thouſands? 


FABLE VI. 


The Senfitive Plant and the Thiſtle. 


near to a Senſitive Plant. The former 
obſerving the extreme baſhfulneſs and delicacy 
of the latter, addreſſed her in the following 
manner. Why are you ſo modeſt and reſerv- 
ed, my good neighbour, as to withdraw your 
leaves at the approach of ſtrangers? Why do 
you ſhrink as if you were afraid, from the 
touch of every hand? Take example and ad- 
vice from me: if I liked not ther fami- 
liarity, I would make them keep their di- 
ſtance, nor ſhould any ſaucy finger provoke 
me unrevenged. 'Our tempers and qualities, 
replied the other, are widely different: I have 
neither the ability nor inclination to give of- 


THISTLE happened to ſpring up very 
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of either. My deſire is to live peaceably in the 
ſtation wherein I was placed ; and tho' my 
humility may now and then cauſe me a mo- 
ment's uneaſineſs, it tends on the whole to 
preſerve my tranquillity, The caſe is other- 
wiſe with you, whoſe irritable temper, and re- 
vengeful diſpoſition, will probably one time . 
or other be the cauſe of your deſtruction. | 
While they were thus arguing the point, the 4 
Gardener came with his little ſpaddle, in order il. 

to lighten the earth round the ſtem of the 8 
Senſitive Plant; but perceiving the Thiſtle, ; 1 
he thruſts his inſtrument thro' the root of it, | 
and toſſed it out of his garden. | 


* 
— — — ——— ͤ—ũ—— -U *? 
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FABLE VII. 


The Poet and the Death-watch. 


A a Poet fate in his cloſet, feaſting his ima» 
gination on the hopes of fame and im- 
mortality; he was ftartled on a ſudden with 
the ominous ſound of a Death-watch. How- 
ever immediately recollecting himſelf Vain 
inſet, ſaid he, ceaſe thy impertinent forebod- 
ings, ſufficient indeed to frighten the weakneſs 
of women or of children ; but far beneath the 

notice 
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notice of a Poet and Philoſopher. As for me, 
whatever accident may threaten my life; my 
fame, ſpite of thy prognoſtics, ſhall live to future 
ages. It may be ſo, replied the inſect: I find at 
leaſt, thou had'ſt rather liſten to the Maggot in 
thy head, than to the Worm beneath thy table: 
but know, that the ſuggeſtions of vanity are 


altogether as deceitful as thoſe of ſuperſtition, ' 


FABLE. IX. 


of 


YTHAGORAS was one day very ear- 


neſtly engaged in taking an exact meaſure 
of the length of the olympic courſe. One of 
thoſe conceited Critics who aim at every thing, 
and are ready to interpoſe with their opinion 
upon all ſubjects, happened to be preſent; and 
could not help ſmiling to himſelf to ſee the 
Philoſopher ſo employed, and to obſerve. what, 
great attention and pains he beſtowed upon 
ſuck a buſineſs, - And pray, ſays he, accoſting 
Pythageras, may I preſume to aſk with what 
deſign you have given yourſelf this trouble? 
Of that, replied the Philoſopher, I ſhall very 
readily inform you. We are aſſured, that 

| Hercules, 
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Hercules, when he inſtituted the Olympic 
games, himſelf laid out this courſe by mea- 
ſure, and determined it to the length of fix 
hundred feet, meaſuring it by the ſtandard of his 


own foot. Now by taking an exact meaſure of 


- this ſpace, and ſeeing how much it excerds the 


meaſure of the ſame number of feet now in uſe, 


we can find how much the foot of Hercules, 
and in proportion his whole ſtature, exceeded 
© that of the preſent generation. A very curious 
| ſpeculation, ſays the Critic, and of great uſe 
and importance, no doubt! And ſo you will 
demonſtrate to us, that the bulk of this fabu- 
lous hero gyas equal to his extravagant en- 


terpriſes and his marvellous exploits. And 
pray Sir, what may be the reſult of your en- 


quiry at laſt? I ſuppoſe, you can now tell me 
exactly to a hair's breadth, how tall Hercules 
was. The reſult of my enquiry, replied the 
- Philoſopher, is this; and it is a concluſion of 
greater uſe and importance than you ſeem to ex- 
pect from it; that if you will alwayseſtimatethe 
labours of the philoſopher,” the deſigns of the 
patriot, and the actions of the hero, by the 
ſtandard of your own narrow conceptions, you 
will ever be greatly miſtaken in your ae 
concerning ne 
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FABLE X. 


The Bear. 


„ rw who was bred in the ſavage 
deſarts of Siberia, had an inclination to 
fee the world. He travelled from foreſt to fo- 
reſt, and from one kingdom to another, mak- 
ing many profound obſervations in his way, 
Among the reſt of his excurſions, he came by 
accident into a farmer's yard, where he ſaw a 
number of poultry ſtanding to drink by the 
- fide of a pool. Obſerving that at every ſip 
they turned up their heads towards the ſky, he 
could not forbear enquiring the reaſon of ſo 
peculiar a ceremony. They told him, that it 
was by way of returning thanks to heaven for 
the benefits they received; and was indeed an 
ancient and religious cuſtom, which they could 
not, with a ſafe conſcience, or without impie- 
ty, omit. Here the Bear burſt into a fit of 
laughter, at once mimicking their geſtures, 
and ridiculing their ſuperſtition, in the moſt 
contemptuous manner. On this, the Cock, 
with a ſpirit ſuitable to the boldneſs of his cha- 
rater, addreſſed him in the following words: 

| | | | As 
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ta refer the deciſion to Jupiter himſelf. On 
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As you are ſtranger, Sir, you perhaps may be 
exculed the indecency of this behaviour; yet 
give me leave to tell you, that none but a 
Bear would ridicule any religious ceremonies 
whatſoever, in the preſence of thoſe who be- 
lieve them of importance, 


FABLE XI. 


The Stork and the Crow. 
1 and a Crow had once à ſtrong 
contention, which of them ſtood higheſt 
in the fayour of Jupiter. The Crow alledged 
his ſkill in omens, his infallibility in prophe- 
cies, and his great uſe to the prieſts of' that 
deity in all their ſacriſices and religious cere- 


monies. The Stork urged only his blameleſs 


life, the care he took to preſerve his offspring, 
and the aſſiſtance he lent his parents under the 

inſirmities of age, It happened, as it generally 
does in religious diſputes, that neither of them 
could confute the other; ſo they both agreed 


their joint application, the god determined 
thus between them. Let none of my creatures 
deſpair of my regard: I know their weakneſs; 

K 2 ] pity 
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I pity their errors; and whatever is well 
meant, I accept as it was intended. Yet ſacri- 
fices or ceremonies are in themſelves of no im- 
portance, and every attempt to penetrate the 
counſels of the gods, is altogether as vain as 
it is preſumptuous : but he who pays to Jupi- 
tera juſt honour and reverence, who leads the 
moſt temperate life, and who does the moſt 
good in proportion to his abilities; as he beſt 
anſwers the end of his creation, will afſuredly , 
ſtand higheſt | in the favour of * F 


8 
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"+ — 


HE vain Rm 28 det n N 
123 — ad -ancy thein to be the 
voice of fame. - 
A ſolemn Ow! puffed up with vanity, fate 
repeating her ſcreams at midnight, from the 
hollow of a blaſted oak. And whence, cry'd 
_ ſhe, proceeds this awefu] filence, unleſs it be 
to favour my ſuperior melody?” Surely the 
groves are huſht in expectation of my voice, 
and when I fing, all nature liſtens: An Echo 
reſounding from an adjacent rock, replied im- 
Set: mediately, 
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mediately, « all nature liſtens,” The night-, 
ingale, reſumed ſhe, has uſurped the ſovereign- 
ty by night: her, note indeed is muſical, but 
mine is ſweeter ſar. The voice confirming her 
opinion, replied again, <« is ſweeter far.” 

Why then am | diffident, continued ſhe, Why 
do I fear to join the tuneful choir? The Echo , 
fill flattering her vanity, repeated, join the 
e tuneful choir,” Rouſed by this empty phan- 
tom of encouragement, ſhe on the morrow | 
mingled her hootings with the harmony of the . 
groves,, But the tuneful ſongſters, diſguſted 
with her noiſe, and affronted by her impu- 
dence, unanimouſiy drove her from their ſo- 
ciety, and ſtill continue to purſue her where- . 


ever ſhe appears. 
FABLE XI. 


Prometheus, 
PPR formed man of the 
fineſt clay, and animated his work with 
fire ſtolen from heaven. He endowed him with 
all the faculties that are to be found amongſt 
the animal creation: he gave him the courage 


of the lion, the ſubtlety of the fox, the pro- 
K 3 vidence 
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vidence of the ant, and the induſtry of the 
bee; arid he enabled him, by the ſuperiority of 
his underſtanding, to ſubdue them all, and to 
make them ſubſervient to his uſe and pleaſure. 
Hie diſcovered to him the metals hidden in the 
bowels of the earth, and ſhewed him their ſe- 
veral uſes, He inſtructed him in every thing 
that might tend to cultivate and civilize human 
life: he taught him to till the ground, and to 
improve the fertility of nature; to build houſes, 
to cover himſelf with garments, and to defend 
- himſelf againſt the inclemencies of the air and 
the ſeaſons; to compound medicines of ſaluta- 
ry herbs, to heal wounds, and to cure diſeaſes; 
to ConfttuQt ſhips, to croſs the ſeas, and to com- 
municate to every country the riches of all. In 
a word, he indued him with ſenſe and memory, 
with ſagacity and invention, with art and 
ſcience; and to crown. all, he gave him an in- 
ſight into futurity. Hut alas! this latter gift, in- 
ſtead of improving, wholly deſtroyed the proper 
effect of all the former. Furniſhed with all the 
means and inftruments of happineſs, man ne- 
vertheleſs was miſerable: thro' the knowledge 
and dread of future evil, he was incapable of 
enjoying preſent good. Prometheus ſaw, and 
immediately reſolved to remedy this inconve- 
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nience: he effeQtually reſtored man to a ca- 
pacity of happineſs, by depriving him of pre- 
Jn and giving him hope in its ſtead, . 


% 


FABLE XIV. 
Momus. 
5 IS ſaid that Momus was perpetually | 


blaming and ridiculing whatever he 
ſaw. Even the works of the gods themſelves 


could not eſcape his univerſal cenſure. The ; 


eyes of the bull, he ſaid, were ſo placed by 
Jupiter, that they could not direct his horns 

in puſhing at his enemies. The houſes which 
Minerva had inſtructed mentobuild, were con- 
trived ſo very injudicioufly, that they could not 
be removed from a bad neighbourhood, norfrom 
any other inconvenience. In ſhort, the frame 
of man himſelf was in his opinion extreamly 
defective; having no window in his boſom 
that might demonſtrate his ſincerity, or betray 
his wicked purpoſes and prevent their execu- 
tion. Theſe and many other faults were found 

in the productions of nature; but when He 

ſurveyed the works of art, there was no end 
of * altercations. Jupiter, being reſolved to 
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try how far his malice would proceed, ſent his 
daughter Venus to defire that he would give 
his opinion of her beauty. She appeared ac- 
cordingly before the churliſh god, trembling 
at the apprehenſion of his known ſeverity. He 
examined her proportions with all the rigour 
of an envious critic. But her ſhape and com- 
plexion were ſo ſtriking, and her ſmiles and 
graces ſo very engaging, that he found it im- 
poſſible to give the leaſt colour to any objec- 
tion he could make, Yet to ſhew how hard 
malevolence will ſtruggle for a cavil ; as ſhe 
was tiring from his preſence, he begged ſhe 
would acquaint her father, that whatever 


- grace might be in her motion, yet, — ber ſip- 
pers were 100 notſy. ; 


FABLE XV. 


9. 


"The Bute fo, th Snail, and the Bee. 


BUTTERFLY, proudly. perched on 
the gaudy leaves of a French marygold, 

was, boaſting the vaſt extent and variety of his 
travels. I have. ranged, ſaid he, over the 
en and "ws ſcenes of + Hagley, and 

CT LY have 
1 7 Lord Lyttelton s. 
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have feaſted my eyes with elegance and va- 
viety at ® The Leaſowes, I have wandered thro? 
regions ef Eglantine and Honey-ſuckle, I have 
revelled in kiſſes on beds of Violets and Cow- 
ſlips, and have enjoyed the delicious fragrance 
of Roſes and Carnations. In ſhort, my fancy 
unbounded, and my flights unreſtrained, I 
have viſited with perfect freedom all the lowers 
of the field or garden, and muſt be allowed 
to know the world, in a ſuperlative degree. 

A ſnail, who hung attentive to his wonders 
on a cabbage-leaf, 'was ftruck with admira- 
tion; and concluded him, from all this expe- 
rience, to be the wiſeſt of animal creatures. 

It happened that a Bee purſued her occupa- 
tion on a neighbouring bed of marjoram, and 
having heard our oſtentatious vagrant, repri- 
manded him in this manner. Vain, empty 
flutterer, ſaid ſhe, whom inſtruction cannot 
improve, nor experience itſelf enlizhten! Thou 
haſt rambled over the world ; wherein does thy 
knowledge of it confiſt ? Thou haſt feen variety 
of objects; what concluſions haſt thou drawn 
from them? "Thou haſt taſted of every amuſe- 
ment; haſt thou extracted any thing for uſe ? 
I too am a traveller: go and Took into my 

MY, hive; 

* Mr. Shenſtone, ws 
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hive ; and let my treaſures intimate to thee, 
that the end of travelling is, to collect ma- 
tetĩals either for the uſe and emolument of pri- 
vate life, or for theadvantageof the community. 


FABLE Xl. 


The-Tuberoſe and the Sun-flower. 
TUBEROSE in a bow-window on the 
north-fade of a ſtately villa, addreſſed a 
Sun- flower which grew on a ſlope, that was 
contiguous to the houſe. Pray, neighbour, ſays 
he, to what purpoſe do you pay all this devo- 
tion to that fictitious deity of yours, the Sun? 
Why are you ſtill diſtorting your body, and 
caſting up your eyes to that glaring luminary ? 
What ſuperſtition induces you to think, that 
we flowers exiſt only through his influence ? 
Both you and I are ſurely indebted to the hot- 
bed, and to the diligence of the gardener, for 
our production and ſupport. For my part, I 
ſhall reſerve my homage, together with my 
ſweets, for that benevolent maſter who is con- 
tinually watering and refreſhing me: nor do 1 
deſire ever to fee the face of that Sun you ſo 
vainly idolize, while I can enjoy the cool ſhade 
of this magnificent ſaloon. Truce with thy 
3 4 8 blaſ- 
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blaſphemies, replied the Sun - lower: why doſt 
thou revile that glorious being, who diſpenſes, 
life and vigour, not only to us, but to every 
part of the creation? Without this, alas! how 
ineffectual were the {kill and vigilance of thy, 
boaſted maſter, either to ſupport thy tender. 
frame, or even to preſerve his own ! But this 
muſt ever be the caſe with ſuch contracted 
underſtandings : ſufficient, indeed, to point 
out our more immediate benefactors, but diſ- 


regarding the original ſource, from which mn 
dene ficence proceeds. | 


FABLE XVI. 


:, 


The Mag-pye and the Raven. 


HERE was a certain Mag-pye, more 
buſy and more Toquacious than any of 
his tribe. His tongue was in perpetual mo- 
tion, and himſelf continually upon the wing ; 
fluttering from place to place, and very ſeldom 
appearing twice together in the ſame company. 
Sometimes you ſaw him with a flock of pi 
geons, plundering a field of new-ſown corn: 
now perched upon a cherry - tree with a parcel 
of tom tits: the next moment, you would be 
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ſurpriſed to find the ſame individual bird en- 
gaged with a flight of crows, and e 
upon a carcaſe. 

He took it one day into his head to viſit an 
old Raven, who liv d retired among the branches 
of a venerable oak ; and there, at the foot of a 
lonely mountain, had paſt near half a century. 

- T admire, ſays the prating bird, your moſt ro- 
mantic ſituation, and the wildneſs of theſe 
rocks and precipices around you: I am abſo- 
lutely tranſported with the murmur of that 
water-fall : methinks it diffuſes a tranquillity 
ſurpaſſing all the joys of public life. What 
an agreeable ſequeſtration from worldly buſtle 
and impertinence ! what an opportunity of 
contemplating the divine beauties of nature ! 
I ſhall moſt certainly quit the gaieties of town, 
and for the ſake of theſe rural ſcenes, and my 
pood friend's converſation, paſs the remain- 
der of my days in the ſolitude he has choſen, 

Well, Sir, replies the Raven, I ſhall be at 
all times glad to receive you in my old-faſhion- 
ed way; but you and I ſhould certainly prove 
moſt unſuitable companions. Your whole 
ambition is to ſhine in company, and to re- 
commend. yourſelf to the world by univerſal 


complaiſance: whereas my greateſt happineſs 
. conſiſts 
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conſiſts in eaſe and privacy, and the ſelect 
converſation of a few whom I eſteem. I pre- 
fer a good heart to the moſt voluble tongue; 
and tho' much abliged to you for the politeneſs 
of your profeſſions, yet I ſee your beneyolence 
divided among ſo numerous an acquaintance, 
that a very ſlender ſhare of it can remain for 
thoſe you are pleaſed to honour with the name 
of friends, 


FABLE XVII. 
The Diamond andthe Ladin. 


Alno of great backs and luſtre, 
obſerving not only many other gems of 
a lower claſs ranged together with him in the 
ſame cabinet, but a Loadſtone likewiſe placed 
not far from him, began to queſtion the latter 
how he came there; and what pretenſions he 
had to be ranked among the precious ſtones: 
he, who appeared to be no better than a mere 
flint; a ſorry, coarſe, ruſty-looking pebble; 
without any the leaſt ſhining quality to ad- 
vance him to ſuch an honour z and conelud- 
ed with defiring him to keep his diſtance, and 
pay a proper reſpect to his ſuperiors. I find, 
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faid the Loadſtone, you judge by external ap- 
pearances ; and it is your intereſt, that others 
ſhould form their judgment by the ſame rule. 
I muſt own I have nothing to boaſt of in that 
reſpeft; but I may venture to fay, that I make 
amends for my outward defects, by my in- 
ward qualities. The great improvement of 
navigation in theſe latter ages is intirely owe- 
ing to me. It is owing to me, that the diſ- 
tant parts of the world are known and acceſ- 
ſible to each other; that the remoteſt nations 
are connected together, and all in a manner 
united into one common ſociety ; that by a 
| mutual intercourſe they relieve one another's 
wants, and all enjoy the ſeveral bleſſings pecu- 
Har to each. Great Britain is indebted to me 
14 for her wealth, her ſplendour, and her power; 
| and the arts and ſciences are in a great mea- 
| ſure obliged to me for their late improvements, 
and their continual increaſe. I am willing 
to allow you your due praiſe in its full extent; 
| you are a very pretty bawble ; I am mightily 
delighted to fee you glitter and ſparkle; I 
look upon you with pleaſure and ſurpriſe : but 
T muſt be convinced that you are of ſome ſort 
of uſe, before I acknowledge that you have 
any real-merit, mm 
which you ſeem to demand, 


LEY 
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FABLE XIx. 


The Boy and the Nettle. 
LITTLE Boy playing in the fields, 
chanced to be ſtung by a Nettle, and 
came crying to his father : he told him, he 
had been hurt by that naſty weed ſeveral times 
before ; that he was always afraid of it : and 
that now he did but juſt touch it, as lightly 
as poſſible, when he was fo ſeverely ſtung. 
Child, ſays he, your touching it ſo gently and 
timorouſly is the very reaſon of its hurting you. 
A Nettle may be handled ſafely, if you do it 
with courage and reſolution: if you ſeize 
it boldly, and gripe it faſt, be aſſured it will 
never ſting you; and you will meet with 
many ſorts of perſons, as well as things in the 
world, which ought to be treated in the very 
fame manner. 4. | 


i FABLE 


X 
„„ 
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FABLE, XX. 
INNS fn. 


N * was obſerving the Sun 

thro' a teleſcope, in order to take an ex- 
at draught of the ſeveral ſpots, which appear 
upon the face of it. While he was intent upon 
his obſervations, he was on a ſudden ſurpriſed 


with a new and aſtoniſhing appearance; a 


large portion of the ſurface of the Sun was 
at once covered by a Monſter, of enormous 
ſize, and horrible form ; it had an immenſe 
pair of wings, a great number of legs, and 


a long and vaſt proboſcis; and that it was 


alive,. was very apparent, from its quick and 


violent motions, which the obſerver could 
- from. time to time plainly perceive. Being 
fure of the fact, (for how could he be miſtaken 
in what he ſaw ſo clearly?) our Philoſopher 


began to draw many ſurpriſing concluſions - 
from premiſes ſo well eſtabliſhed. He calcu- 
lated the magnitude of this extraordinary ani- 
mal; and found that he covered about two 
ſquare degrees of the Sun's ſurface z that plac- 


ed upon the earth he would ſpread over half 
F one 


T ©” > hed 
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one hemiſphere of it; and that he was ſeven 
or eight times as big as the moon. But what 
was moſt aſtoniſhing, was the prodigious heat 
that he muſt endure: it was plain that he 
was ſomething of the nature of the ſalaman- 
der, but of a far more fiery temperament; 
for it was demonſtrable from the cleareſt prin- 
ciples, that in his preſent ſituation he muſt 
have acquired a degree of heat two thouſand 
times exceeding that of red-hot iron. It was 
a problem worth conſidering, whether he ſub- 
ſiſted upon the groſs vapours of the Sun, and / 
ſo f. om time to time cleared away thoſe ſpots ' 
which they are perpetually forming, and which 
would otherwiſe wholly obſcure and incruſ- 
tate its face; or whether it might not feed | 
on the ſolid ſubſtance of the orb itſelf, which 
by this means, together with the conſtant ex- 
pence of light, muſt ſoon; be exhauſted and 
conſumed; or whether he was not now and 
then ſupplied by the falling of ſome eccentric 
Comet into the Sun. However this might 
be, he found by computation that the earth 
would be but ſhort allowance for him foria few 
months; and farther, it was no improbable- 
conjecture, that as the earth was deſtin- 
ed to be deſtroyed by fire, this fiery flying 

23 Monſter 
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Monſter would remove hither at the appoint- 
ed time, and might much more eaſily and con- 
vemiently eſſect a conflagration, than any Co- 
met, hitherto provided for that ſervice. In 
the earneſt purfuit of theſe, and many the 
like deep and curious ſpeculations, the Aſtro- 
nomer was engaged, and was preparing to 
communicate them to the public. In the mean 
time, the diſcovery began to be much talked 
of;. and all the virtug gathered together to ſee 
ſo ſtrange a fight. They were equally con- 
vinced of the accuracy of the obſervation, and 
_ of the concluſions fo clearly deduced from it. 
At laſt, one, moe cautious than the reſt, 
was: reſolved, before he gave a full aſſent to the 
report of his ſenſes, to examine the whole 
proceſs of the affair, and all the parts of the 
inftrument: he opened the Teleſcope, and be- 
hold! a ſmall fly was incloſed in it, which 
- having ſettled on the center of the object- 
glaſs, had given occaſion to all this marvellous 
Theory. ö 


Ho often do men, through prejudice and 
paſſion, through envy and malice, fix upon the 
brighteſt and moſt exalted character the groſs- 
eſt and moſt improbable imputations. It be- 

hoves 
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hoves us upon ſuch oecaſions to 1 
guard, and to fuſpend our judgmente; the the 
fault perhaps is not * the obje?, but in the 
mind of the er. 5 


FABLE 12 


The diſcontemed _ hk 


A EE complained to vpn of the nu- 
merous evils to which her condition was 
expoſed. Her body ſhe faid was weak and 
feeble, yet was ſhe condemned to get her liv-- 
ing by perpetual toil; ſhe was benumbed by 
the cold of winter, and relaxed by the heat 
of ſummer. Her haunts were infeſted with 
poiſonous-weeds, and her flights obſtructed by 
ſtorms and tempeſts, In ſhort, what with dan 
gers from without, and diſeaſes from within, 
her life was rendered one continual ſcene of 
anxiety and wretchedneſs, Behold now, ſaid 
Jupiter, the frowardneſs and folly of this un- 
thankful race! The flowers of the field I have 
ſpread before them as a feaſt, and have endea- 
voured to regale them with an endleſs variety. 
They now revel on odoriferous beds of 
thyme and lavender, and now on the ſtill 
| more 


| 
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more fragrant banks of violets and roſes. The 
| - . buſineſs they complain of is the extraction of 
| honey ; and, to alleviate their toil, I have al- 
lowed. them wings, which readily tranſport 
them from one banquet to another. Storms, 
| tempeſts, and noxious weeds, I have given 
| them ſagacity to ſhun; and if they are miſ- 
led, tis through the peryerſeneſs of their in- 
Clinations. But thus it is with Bees, and thus 
with Men: they miſconſtrue the benevolence 
| of my deſigns, and then complain that my 
| decrees are rigid: they ungratefully overlook. 
| all the advantages, and magnify allthe incon- 
| veniencies of their ſtation. But let my crea- 
| tures purſue theix happineſs, through the paths 


_ 
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marked out by nature; and they will then 
feel no pains, which e not pleaſures 
. | | 
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| S a ſportſman ranged the fields with his 
gun, attended by an experienced old 
| 


Spaniel, he happened to ſpring a Snipe; and 


| almoſt at the ſame inſtant, a covey of Par- 
| "a - tridges, 
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tridges. Surpriſed at the accident,” and divid- 
ed in his aim, he let fly too indeterminately, 
and by this means miſled them both, Ah, my 
good maſter, ſaid the Spaniel, you ſhould 
never have two aims at once, Had you not 
been dazzled and ſeduced by the luxurious 
hope of Partridge, you would moſt prodadly 
hays ſecured Io Snipe. 


FABLE XXIII. 
The Beggar and his Dog. 


A BEGGAR and his Dog ſate at the gate 
of a noble Courtier, and was preparing 
to make a meal on a bowl of fragments from the 
Kitchen maid. A poor Dependent of his Lord- 
ſhip's, who had been ſharing the ſingular favour 
of a dinner at the ſteward's table, was ſtruck 
with the appearance, and ſtopped a little to ob- 
ſerve them. The Beggar, hungry and voracious 
as any Courtier in Chriſtendom, ſeized with 
greedineſs the choiceſt morſels, and ſwallow- 
ed them himſelf; the reſidue was divided 
into portions for his children. A ſcrag was 


thruſt into one pocket for honeſt Jack, a cruſt 


into another for baſhful Tom, and a luncheon 


of 
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of cheeſe was wrapt up with care for the little 


favourite of his hopeful family. In ſhort, 


it any thing was thrown to the Dog, it was a 
bone ſo cloſely picked, that it ſcarce afforded a 
pittance to keep life and ſoul together. How 
exadly alike, ſaid the Dependent, is this poor 


Dog's, caſe and mine! He is watching for a 


dinner from a maſter ho cannot ſpare it; 1 
for a place from a needy Lord, whoſe wants per- 
haps are greater-than my on; and whoſe re · 
lations more clamorous than any of this Beggar's 
brats. Shrewaly was it ſaid by an ingenious 


Writer, 4 Courtier”s Dependent is a A A 


PY — 


* A 5 LE XXIV, 1a 1 
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ol 5 ©» The Sor and the peu, 


IN ae 1 
4. as he deſcended behind the weſtern hills, 
beheld a thick and unwholeſome Vapour ex- 
tending itſelf over the whole face of the val- 
lies, Brem ſhrub and every, flower imume- 
diately folded up. its leaves, and ſhrunk from 
the touch of this deteſted enemy. Well haſt 
thou choſen, ſaid the God of day, this the 
hour of my departure, to ſpread thy Alen, 
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tial influence, and taint the beauties of the 
creation. Enjoy for a ſhort ſpace the notable 
triumphs of thy malignity. I ſhall return 
again with the morning, repair thy miſchiefs, 
and put an end to thy exiſtence. May the 
Slanderer in thy fate diſcern his own, and be 
warned to dread the return of the Tub. 


FABLE XXV. 


Tove and Fully. 


Phi mat eat acting: nee 
the eldeſt of beings, exiſted that God, as 

the poets entitle him, or rather that Dzmon as 
Plato calls him, whoſe name is Love. He was 
aſſiſting to the father of the Gods, in reducing 
chaos into order, in eſtabliſhing the harmony 
of the univerſe, and in regulating and putting 
in execution the laws, by which the operations 
of nature are perſormed, and the frame of 
the world ſubſiſts. Univerſal good ſeemed to 
be his only ſtudy, and he was the ſupreme de- 
light both of Gods and men. But in proceſs 
of time, among other diſorders that aroſe in 
the univerſe, it appeared, that Love began to 
deviate very often from what had ſeemed till 


- 
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now to be his chief purſuit: he would raiſe 
frequent diſturbances and confuſion in the 
courſe of nature; though it was always under 
the pretence of maintaining order and agree- 
ment. It ſeems he had entered into a very 
intimate acquaintance with a perſon, who had 
but latetiy made her appearance in the world. 
This perſon was Folly, the daughter of Pride 
and Ignorance. They were often together, 
and as often as they were, ſome miſchief was 
ſure to be the conſequence. By degrees he 
introduced her into the heavens ; where it 
was their great joy by various artifices to lead 


the Gods into ſuch meaſures, as involved them 


in many inconveniencies, and expoſed them 
to much ridicule. They deluded them all in 
their turns, except Minerva, the only divinity 
that eſcaped their wiles. Even Jupiter himſelf 

was induced by them to take ſome ſteps not at 
all ſuitable to the dignity of his character. 
Folly had gotten the intire aſcendant over her 
companion; however, ſhe was reſolved to 
make ſtill} more ſure of him, and engroſs him 
wholly to herſelf: with this deſign ſhe infuſed 
a certain intoxicating juice into his near, the 
effects of which were ſo powerful that in the 
end it utterly deprived him of his ſight. Love 
Ta 5 was 
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* was too much prejudiced in her favour, to ap- 
prehend her to be the cauſe of his misfortune 
nor indeed did he ſeem to be in the leaſt ſe n- 


ſible of his condition. But his mother Venus 


ſoon found it out: and in the exceſs of her 
grief and rage carried her complaint to Jupi- 


ter, conjuring him to puniſh the ſorcereſs 


who had blinded her ſon. Jupiter, willing to 
clear the heavens of ſuch troubleſome com- 


pany, called both parties before him, and in- + 


quired into their conduct. _ After a full hear- 
ing, he determined, that Folly ſhould make 
ſome ſort of reparation for the injury done to 


Love: and being reſolved to puniſh both forthe 
many irregularities which they had lately intro- 


duced, he condemned Love to wander about 
the earth, and ordered Folly to be his guide. 


FABLE XXVI. 


The Eclip/e. 


eſt friend, faid ſhe, why do you not ſhine up- 


on me as you uſed to do? Do I ut ſhine 8 
L upon 


NE day when the Moon was under an ; 
Eclipſe, ſhe complained thus to the Sun 
of the diſcontinuance of his favours, My dear- 


a 
—_ J 
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upon thee? ſaid the Sun; I am very ſure that 
I intend it. O no, replies the Moon, but I 
now perceive the reaſon. I ſee that dirty 
planet the Earth, is got between us. 


The good influences of the great would 
perhaps be more diffuſive, were it not for 
their miſchievous” dependents, who are ſo fre- 


quently ſuffered to interpoſe. 


FABLE XXVII. 
The Bey and the Butterfly. 


A BOY, greatly ſmitten with the colours 
4 > of a Butterfly, purſued it from flower to 
flower with indefatigable pains. Firſt he aim- 
ed to ſurpriſe it among the leaves of a roſe; 
then to cover it with his hat, as it was feed- 
ing on a daiſy; now hoped to ſecure it, as it 
reſted on a ſprig of myrtle; and now grew 
ſure of his prize, perceiving it loiter on a bed 
of violets. But the fickle Fly, continually 
changing one bloſſom for another, ſtill eluded 
his attempts. At length, obſerving it half 
. buryed in the cup of a tulip, he ruſhed for- 
ward, and ſnatching it with violence, cruſhed 
FS it 
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it all to pieces. The dying inſect, ſeeing the 
poor Boy ſomewhat chagrined at his diſap- 
pointment, addreſſed him with all the calmneſs 
of a ſtoic, in the following manner.— Behold, 
now the end of thy unprofitable ſollicitude! 
and learn for the benefit of thy future liſe, that 
all pleaſure is but a painted Butterfly; which, 
although it may ſerve to amuſe thee in the 
purſuit, if embraced with too much ardour, 
will periſh in thy graſp. 


FABLE XXVIIL 
The Tead and the Ephbemeron. 


A ſome workmen were digging marble i in 
a mountain of Scythia, they diſcerned a 
Toad of an enormous ſize in the midſt of a 
ſolid rock. They were very much ſurpriſed 
at ſo uncommon an appearance, and the more 
they conſidered. the circumſtances of it, the 
more their wonder increaſed. It was hard to 
conceive by what means this creature had pre- 
ſerved life and received nouriſhment in ſo nar- 
row a priſon; and ſtill more difficult to ac- 
count for his birth. and exiſtence in a place ſo 
totally inacceſſible toall of his ſpecies, They 


L 2 could 
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could conclude no other, than that he was 

formed together with the rock in which he had 

been bred, and was coeval with the mountain 

itſelf. While they were purſuing theſe ſpecu- 
lations the Toad fat ſwelling and bloating, 
till he was ready to burſt with pride and ſelf- 
importance; to which at laſt he thus gave 
vent:—Yes, ſays he, you behold in me a ſpe- 
cimen of the Antediluvian race of animals. I 
was begotten before the flood; and who is 
there among the preſent upſtart race of mortals, 
that ſha!l dare to contend with me in nobility 
of birth, or dignity of character? An Ephe- 
meron, ſprung that morning from the river 
Hypanis, as he was flying about from place to 

place, chanced to be preſent, and obſerved all 

that paſſed with great attention and curioſity. 
Vain boaſter, ſays he, what foundation haſt 
thou for pride, cither in thy deſcent, merely 
becauſe it is ancient, or thy life, becauſe it 
hath been long? What good qualities haſt 
thou received from thy anceſtors ? Inſignificant 
even to thyſelf, as well as uſcleſs to others, 
thou art almoſt as inſenſible as the block in 
which thou waſt bred. Even I, that had my 
birth only from the ſcum of the neighbouring 

river, at the riſing of this day's ſun, and who 

| ſhall 
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ſhall die at its ſetting, have more reaſon to ap- 
plaud my condition, than thou haſt to be proud 
of thine, I have enjoyed the warmth of the 
ſun, the light of the day, and the purity of the 


air : I have flown from ſtream to ſtream, from - 


tree to tree, and from the plain to the moun- 
tain: I have provided for poſterity, and ſhall 
leave behind me a numerous offspring to people 
the next age of to-morrow: in ſhort, Thave 
fulfilled all the ends of my being, and I have 
been happy. My whole life, 'tis true, is but 
of twelve hours: but even one hour of it is to 
be preferred to a thouſand years of mere exiſt- 
ence; which have been ſpent, like thine, ia 
ſloth, ignorance, and ſtupidity. 


* 


FABLE XXIX, * © ; 
"The Peacock. 


Tn" HE Peacock, who at firſt was di Ringuiſh- 
ed only by a creſt of feathers, preferred 
a petition to Juno that he might be honoured 
alſo with a train. As the bird was a par- 
ticular favourite, Juno readily enough aſ- 
ſented ; and his train was ordered to ſurpaſs 
that of every fowl in the creation. The Mi- 

L 3 nion, 


Tn — 


* 1 
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nion, conſcious of his ſuperb appearance, 


thought it requiſite to aſſume a proportionable 


dignity of gait and manners, The common 
poultry of the farm-yard were quite aſtoniſh- 
ed at his magnificence ; and even the pheaſants 
themſelves beheld him with an eye of envy,— 


But when he attempted to fly, he perceived 


himſelf. to have ſacrificed all his afivity to 


o/:emtation ; and that he was encumbered by 
the pomp in which he placed his glory. 


FABLE XXX. 


The Fly in St. Pauls Cupola. 


S afly was crawling leiſufely up one of the 
columns of St. Paul's Cupola, ſhe often 
ſtopped, ſurveyed, examined, and at laſt broke 
forth into the following exclamation. Strange 


that any one who pretended to be an artiſt, 
ſhould ever leave ſo ſuperb a ſtructure, with ſo 


many roughneſſes unpoliſhed ! Ah, my friend ! | 
ſaid a very learned architect, who hung in his web 

under one of the capitals, you ſhould never de- 
cide of things beyond the extent of your capa- 


city. This lofty building was not erected for ſuch 
Aimigutive animals as you or I; but for a cer- 


tain 
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tain ſort of creatures, who are at leaſt ten thou- 
ſand times as large: to their eyes, it is very poſ- 
ſible, theſe columns may ſeem as ſmooth, as to 
you appear the wings of your favourite Miſtreſs. 


"FABLE XXXI. 
The Elm tres and the Vine. 


A extravagant young Vine, vainly ambi- 
tious of independency, and fond of ram- 
bling at large, deſpiſed the alliance of a ſtately 
Elm that grew near, and courted her embraces, 
Having riſen to ſome ſmall height without any 
kind of ſupport, ſhe ſhot forth her flimiy, 
branches to a very uncommon and ſuperfluous 
length; calling on her neighbour to take no- 
tice bow little ſhe wanted his aſſiſtance. Poor 
infatuated ſhrub, replied the Elm, how incon- 
ſiſtent is thy conduct! Wouldſt thou be truly 
independent, thou ſhouldſt carefully apply thoſe 
juices to the enlargement of thy ſtem, which 
thou laviſheſt in vain upon unneceſlary foliage. 
I ſhortly ſhall behold thee groveling on the 
graund ; yet countenanced, indeed, by many 
of the human race, who, intoxicated with va- 
nity, have deſpiſed cxconomy z and who, to. 
L 4 ſup- 
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ſupport for a moment their empty. boaſt of in- 
dependence, have exhauſted the very ſource 
of it in frivolous expences. 


FABLE XXXI. 
The Lauriſtinus and the Roſe-tree. 


N the quarters of a ſhrubbery, where deci- 

duous plants and ever-greens were inter- 
mingled with an air of negligence, it happened 
that a Roſe grew not far from a Lauruſtinus. 
The Roſe, enlivened by the breath of June, 
and attired in all its gorgeous bloſſoms, looked 
with much contempt on the Lauruſtinus ; who 
had nothing to diſplay but the duſky verdure 
of its leaves. What a wretched neighbour, 
cried ſhe, is this ! and how unworthy to par- 
take the honour of my company! Better to 
bloom and die in the deſert, than to aſſociate 
_ myſelf here with ſuch low and dirty vegetables. 
And is this my lot at laſt, whom every nation 
has agreed to honour, and every Poet conſpir- 
ed to reverence, as the undoubted ſovereign of 
the field and garden? If I really am fo, let 
my ſubjects at leaſt keep their diſtance, and let 
u circle remain vacant round me, ſuitable to 


* 
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the ſtate my rank requires. Here, Gardener; 


bring thy hatchet; prithee cut down this Lau- 
ruſtinus ; or at leaſt remove it to its proper 


ſphere. - Be pacified, my lovely Roſe, replied - 


the Gardener ; enjoy thy ſovereignty with mo- 
deration, and thou ſhalt receive all the ho- 
mage which thy beauty can require. But re- 
member that in winter, when neither thau nor 
any of thy tribe produce one flower or leaf to 
chear me, this faithful ſhrub, which thou de- 
ſpiſeſt, will become the glory of my garden. 
Prudence thereſore as well as gratitude is con- 
cerned, in the protection of a friend, that will 
ſhew his Friendſbip in adverſity. 


FABLE XXXIII. 
The Senſitive Plant and the Palm-tree. 


HE Senſitive Plant being brought out of 
the greenhouſe on à fine ſummer's day, 
and placed in a beautiful grove adorned with 
the fineſt foreſt trees and the moſt curious 
plants, began to give himſelf great airs, and 
to treat all that were about him with much 


petulance and diſdain. Lord! fays he, how 


could the Gardener think of ſctting me among 
Ls a parcel 
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a parcel of Trees ; groſs, inanimate things, 
mere vegetables, and perfect ſtocks ! Sure he 
does not take me for a common plant, when 
he knows, that I have the ſenſe of feeling in 
a more exquiſite degree than he has himſelf, 
It really ſhocks me to ſee into what wretched 
low company he has introduced me: tis more 
than the delicacy of my conſtitution, and the 
extreme tenderneſs of my nerves, can bear. 
Pray, Mrs. Acacia, ſtand a little farther off, 
and don't preſume quite ſo much upon your 
idle pretence of being my couſin. Good Mr. 
Citron, keep your diſtance, I beſeech you ; 
your ſtrong ſcent quite overpowers me. Friend 
Palm-tree, your offenſive ſhade is really more 
than I am able to ſupport. The lofty Palm- 
tree, as he was ſhooting up his head with 
the more vigour under the weight that was 
hung upon it, condeſcended to rebuke the im- 
pertinent creature in the following manner. 
Thou vegetable fribble ! learn to know thy 
ſelf, and thy own worthleſſneſs and inſignifi- 
cance. Thou valueſt thyſelf on a vicious ſoft- 
neis, a falſe delicacy, the very deſect and im- 
becility of thy nature. What art thou good 
for, that ſhrinkeſt at a touch, and droopeſt at 
a breath of air; feeble and barren, a perpetual 
ey . torment 


_ 
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torment to thyſelf, and wholly uſeleſs to others. 
| Whereas we, whom thou treateſt with ſuch 
diſdain, make a grateful return to man for his 
care of us: ſome of us yield him fruit, others 
are ſerviceable to him by their ſtrength and 
firmneſs ; we ſhade him from the heat of the 
ſun, and we defend him from the violence of the 
winds. I am particularly diſtinguiſhed for my 
hardineſs and perſeverance, my ſteadineſs and 
conſtancy : and on account of thoſe very qua- 
lities which thou wanteſt and affecteſt to de- 
ſpiſe, have the honour to be made the emblem 
of conqueſt, and the reward of the Conqueror, 


. FABLE XXXIV. 
The Tentyrites and the Ichneumon, 
/ deg e of prodigious ſize, and 


A uncommon fierceneſs, infeſted the banks 
of the Nile, and ſpread deſolation through all 
the neighbouring country. He ſeized the ſhep- 
herd together with the ſheep, and devoured 
the herdſman as well as the cattle. Embolden- 
ed by ſucceſs, and the terror which prevailed 
wherever he appeared, he ventured to carry 
his incurſions even into the iſland of Tentyra, 
and to brave the people, who boaſt themſelves 

| the 
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the only tamers of his race. The Tentyrites 
themſelves were ſtruck with horror, at the ap- 
pearance of a monſter ſo much more terrible 
than they had ever ſeen before: even the bold- 
eſt of them dared not to attack him openly; 
and the moſt experienced long endeavoured 
with all their art and addreſs to ſurpriſe him, 
but in vain. As they were conſulting toge- 
ther, what they ſhould do in theſe circum- 
ſtances, an Ichneumon ſtepped forth, and thus 
addreſſed them. I perceive your diſtreſs, neigh- 
bours: and tho I cannot aſſiſt you in the pre- 
ſent difficulty, yet give me leave to offer you 
ſome advice that may be of uſe to you for the 
future. A little prudence is worth all your 
courage: it may be glorious to overcome a great 
evil, but the wiſeſt way is to prevent it. You 
deſpiſe the Crocodile while he is ſmall and weak; 
and do not ſufficiently conſider, that as he is a 
long-lived animal, fo tis his peculiar property 
to grow as long as he lives. You fee I am a 
poor, little, feeble creature; yet am I much 
more terrible to the Crocodile, and more uſe- 
ful to the country, than you are. I attack 
him in the egg; and while you are contriving 
for months together, how to get the better of 
one Crocodile, and all to no purpoſe, I effec- 
tuzily deſtroy fifty of them in a day. 
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FABLE XXXV. 
The Tulip and the Roſe. 


A TULIP and a Roſe happened to be near 
neighbours in the ſame garden. They 
were both indeed extremely beautiful ; yet the 


Roſe engaged conſiderably more than an equal 


ſhare of the Gardener's attention. Enamoured 
as in truth he was, of the delicious odour it 
diffuſed ; he appeared, in the eye of the Tulip, 
to be always kiſſing and carefling it. The 
envy and jealouſy of rival beauties are not 
eaſily to be concealed. The Tulip, vain of 
its external charms, and unable to bear the 
thought of being forſaken for another, remon- 
ſtrated in theſe words againſt the Gardener's 
partiality, Why are my beauties thus ne- 
glected? Are not my colours more bright, 
more various, and more inviting, than any 
which that red-faced Thing has to diſplay ? 
Why then is ſhe to engroſs your whole affec- 
tion, and thus for ever to be preferred? Be 
not diſſatisfied, my fair Tulip, faid the 
Gardener, I acknowledge thy beauties, and 
admire them as they deſerve. But there are 
found 
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found in my favourite Roſe ſuch attractive 
odours, ſuch internal charms, that I enjoy a 
banquet in their fragrance, which no mere beau- 
ty can pretend to furniſh. 


FABLE XXXVI. 
| The Waodeoch and the Mallard. 


WOODCOCK and a Mallard were 
feeding together in ſome marſhy ground 


1 at the tail of a mill-pond. Lard, ſays the 


. ſqueamiſh Woodcock, in what a voracious and 

|beaftly manner do you devour all that comes 
before you ! Neither ſnail, frog, toad, nor any 
kind of filth,- can eſcape the fury of your 
enormous appetite. All alike goes down, with- 
out meaſure and without diſtinction. —W hat 
an odious vice is Glutteny / 


Good-lack ! replied the Mallard, pray how 
eame you to be my accuſer ? And whence has 
your exceſſive delicacy a right to cenſure my 
plain eating ? Is it a crime to ſatisfy one's 
hunger ? Or is it not indeed a virtue rather, 
to be pleaſed with the food which nature of- 
fers us ? Surely I would ſooner be charged 

| | with 
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with gluttony, than with that finical and ſickly 
appetite, on which you are pleaſed to ground 
your ſuperiority of ta/ie— What a filly vice is 
* / | 


( 6 « & 
Thus endeavouring to palliate their reſpec- 


tive paſſions, our epicures parted with a mutual 
contempt. The Mallard haftingtodeyourſome 
garbage, which was in reality a bait, imme- 
diately gorged an hook thro' mere greedineſs 


and overſight ; while the Woodcock, flying | 


through a glade, in order to ſeek his favourite 
juices, was -entangled in a net, ſpread acroſs 


it for that purpoſe : falling each of them a ſa- 


crifice to their different, but equal, foibles, 
FABLE XXXVIL 
The two Trouts and the Gudgeon. 


FISHERMAN in the month of May 
ſtood angling on the banks of Thames 
with an artificial ly. He threw his bait with 
fo much art, that a young Trout was ruſhing 
towards it, when ſhe was prevented by her 
mother, . Never, faid ſhe, my child, be too 
precipitate, where there is a poſſibility of dan 


ger. 
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ger. Take due time to confider, before you 
riſk an action that may be fatal. How know 
you whether yon appearance be indeed a fly, 
or the ſnare of an enemy ?—Let ſome one elſe 
make the experiment before you. If it be a fly, 
he very probably will elude the firſt attack : 
and the ſecond may be made, if not with 
ſucceſs, at leaſt with ſafety. She had no ſooner 
| uttered this caution, than a Gudgeon ſeized. 
upon the pretended fly, and became an example 
to the giddy daughter, A 
of her mother's counſel. 


FABLE xxxvm. 
The Stars and the Shy-Rocket. 


S a Rocket, on a rejoicing night, aſcend- 

ed thro' the air, and obſerved the ſtream 

of light that diſtinguiſhed his paſſage, he could 
not ferbear exulting in his elevation, and call- 
ing upon the Stars to do him reverence. Be- 
hold, ſaid he, what gazing multitudes admire 


the luſtre of my train, whilſt all your feeble . 


ſparks of light paſs unobſerved, or diſregarded ! 
The Stars heard his empty boaſt with a ſilent 
indignation; the Dog-Star only vouchſafed to 
anſwer 
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anſwer him. How weak are they, ſaid he, 
who value themſelves on the voice of popular 
applauſe ! Tis true the novelty of thy appear- 
ance may procure to thee more admiration 
from vulgar minds than our daily ſplendors can 
attract, although indeed a laſting miracle. But 
do not eſtimate thy importance by the capri- 
cious fancy of ill-judging mortals. Know thy- 
ſelf to be but the gaudy pageant of a few mo- 
ments, the tranſient gaze of a giddy and ig- 
norant multitude. Even while I ſpeak, thy 
blaze is half extinguiſhed, and thou art at this 
inſtant ſinking into perpetual oblivion. Where- 
as our fires were lighted up by heaven for the 
admiration, and advantage of the univerſe ; 
and our glory ſhall endure for ever. 


FABLE XXXIX. 
The Farmer and his three Enemits. 


WOLF, a Fox, and a Hare, happened 

one evening to be foraging in different 

parts of a Farmer's yard. Their firſt effort was 
pretty ſucceſsful, and they returned in ſafety 
to their ſeveral quarters: however, not ſohappy, 
as to be unperceived by the Farmer's watch- 
| ” —- 
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ful eye; who, placing ſeveral kinds of ſnares, 
made each his priſoner in the next attempt. 
He firſt took the Hare to taſk, who confeſſed 
ſhe had eaten a few turnip-tops, meerly to ſa- 
tisfy her hunger: beſought him piteouſly to 
ſpare her life, and promiſed never to enter his 
grounds again. He then accoſted the Fox ; 
who in a fawning obſequious tone, 
chat he came into his premiſes, through no 
other motive than pure good-will, to reſtrain 
the Hares and other vermin from the plunder 
of his corn; and that, whatever evil tongues 
might ſay, he had too great a regard both for 
him and for juſtice to be in the leaſt capable 
of any diſhoneſt action. He laſt of all exa- 
mined the Wolf what buſineſs brought bin 
within the purlieus of a Farmer's yard? The 
Wolf very impudently declared, it was with a 
view of deſtroying his lambs, to which he had 
an undoubted right : that the Farmer himſelf 
was the only felon, who robbed the community 
of Wolves of what was meant to be their pro- 
per food, That this, at leaſt, was his opinion: 
and whatever fate attended him, he ſhould not 


{cruple to riſque his life in the purſuit of his 
lawful prey. | 


The 
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The Farmer having heard their pleas, deter- 
mined the cauſe in the following manner. The 
Hare, ſaid he, deſerves compaſſion, for the 
penitence he ſhews, and the humble confeſſion 
he has made ;—As for the Fox and Wolf, let 
them be hanged together; criminals alike with 
reſpect to the fact, they have alike heightened 
their equal guilt by the aggravations of hypo- 
criſy and of impudence. 


FABLE XL. 
The Snail and the Statue. 


| STATUE of the Madicaan Venus was 
0 erected in a grove ſacred to beauty and 
the fine. arts. Its modeſt attitude, its elegant 
Proportions, aſſiſted by the ſituation in which 
it was placed, attracted the regard of every 
delicate obſerver.—A Snail, who had fixed him- 
ſelf beneath the moulding of the pedeſtal, be- 
held with an evil eye the admiration it excited. 
Accordingly, watching his opportunity, he 
ſtrove, by trailing his filthy ſlime over every 
limb and feature, to obliterate thoſe beauties 
whigh he could not endure to hear fo much 
applauded. An honeſt linnet however who 

obſerved 
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obſerved him at his dirty work, took the free- 
dom to aſſure him that be would infallibly 
Tofe his labour: For altho', ſaid he, to an in- 
Judicious eye, thou may ſt ſully the perfections 
of this finiſhed piece, yet a more accurate and 
"cloſe inſpector will diſcover its beauty, thro” 
all the blemiſhes with which thou haſt endea- 


voured to diſguiſe it. 


x ABLE XII. 
* N 


ROM the head of a narrow valley that 
is wholly overſhaded by the growth of 
trees, a large Caſcade burſts forth with a luxu- 

riance unexpected. Firſt the current ruſhes 
don a precipice with headlong impetuoſity ; 
then daſh'd from rock'to rock, and divided as 
it rolls along by fragments of ſtone or trunks 
of trees, it aſſumes a milk-white appearance, 
and ſparkles thro' the gloom. All is intricacy; 
all is profuſion: and the tide, however ample, 
appears yet more confiderable by the fantaſtic 
growth of roots that hide the limits of its chan- 
nel. Thus bouncing down from one deſcent 


to another, it no ſooner gains the level, than 
it 


| Ma — . 
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it ſinks beneath the earth, and buries all its 
glory at our feet. 


A ſpeQator, privy to the ſcanty ſource which 
furniſhed out this grand appearance, ſtood one 
day in a muſing poſture, and began to mora- 
lize on its prodigality. Ah ſilly ſtream! ſaid 
he, why wilt thou haſten to exhauſt thy ſource, 
and thus wilfully incur the contempt that 
waits on poverty? Art thou ignorant that thy 
funds are by no means equal to this expence ? 
Fear not, my kind adviſer, replied the generous. 
Caſcade ; the gratitude I owe my maſter, who 
collected my rills into a ſtream, induces me to 
entertain his friends in the beſt manner I am 
able; when alone, I act with more ceco- 
nomy. 5 


FABLE XIII. 
The Oak and the Sycamore, 


A SYCAMORE grew beſide an Oak; and 
being not alittle elevated by thefirſt warm 
days in ſpring, began to ſhoot forth his leaves 
apace, and to deſpiſe the naked Oak for in/enſi- 

Hlity, and tant of ſpirit, The Oak, conſcious 
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of his ſuperior nature, made this philoſophical 
reply. Be not, my friend, ſo much delighted 
with the firſt precarious addreſs of every fickle 
zephyr : conſider, the froſts may yet return: 
and if thou coveteſt an equal ſhare with me in 
all the glories of the riſing year, do not aftord 
them an opportunity to nip thy beauties in their 
bud. As for myſelf, I only wait to ſee this 
genial warmth a little confirmed: and, when- 
ever that is the caſe, I ſhall perhaps diſplay a 
majeſty that will not eaſily be ſhaken. But the 
tree which appears too forward to exult in the 
firſt favourable glance of ſpring, will ever be the 
readieſt to droop beneath the frowns of winter. 


FABLE XLIII. 
Th. Walf and Shepherd's Deg. 
A WOLF ranging over the foreſt, came 
within the borders of a ſheep-walk ; when 


meeting with a Shepherd's Dog, that with a 
ſurly fort of a grow! demanded his buſineſs 


there, he thought proper to put on as inno- 


cent an appearance as he cqu/d, and proteſted 
upon his honour that he meant not the leaſt 
offence, I am afraid, ſaid the Dog, the pledge 

of 
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of your henour is but a poor depoſite for your 
bone iy you muſt not take it amiſs, if I ob- 


ject to the Security. No ſlur upon my repu- 


tation, replied the Wolf, I beg of you. My 
ſenſe of honour is as delicate, as my great 


atchievements are renowned. I would nat 


leave a ſtain upon my memory for the world. 


The fame of what are commonly called great 


atchievements is very precious, to be ſure, re- 
turned the Dog; almoſt equal to the chatacter 
of an excellent butcher, a gallant highway- 
man, or an expert aſſaſſin. While the Dog 


was yet ſpeaking, a lamb happened to ſtray 


within reach of our hero. The tempta- 
tion was ſtronger than he was able to 
reſiſt: He ſprung upon his prey, and was 


ſcouring haſtily away with it. However, the 
Dog ſeized and held him, till the arrival of 


the Shepherd, who took meaſures for his exe- 
cution, Juſt as he was going to diſpatch him; 
I obſerve, ſays the Dog, that one of your noble 
atchievements, is the deſtruction of the innocent. 
You are welcome to the renown, as you are 
alſo to the reward of it. As for me, I ſhall 
prefer the credit of having hone/tly defended my 


maſter's property, to any fame you have ac- 


quired by thus heroically invading it. 
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FABLE XIIV. 
De Muſbroom and the corn, | 
N Acarn fell from the top of an old vene- 


A rable Oak full on the head of a Muſh- 
room that unhappily ſprung up beneath it, 


Wounded bythe blow, the Muſhroom complain- 


ed of the incivility. Im pertinent upſtart, replied 
the Acorn, why didſt thou, with familiar bold- 
neſs, approach ſo near to thy ſuperiors? Shall 
the wretched offspring of a dunghil! preſume 
to raiſe its head, on a ſpot enabled by my anceſ- 


6b" tors for ſo many generations? I do not mean, 


returned the Muſhroom, to diſpute the honour. 
of thy birth, or to put my own in competition 
with it. On the contrary, I muſt acknow- 
ledge that I hardly know from whence I ſprung. 
But ſure tis merit, and not mere anceſtry, that 


obtains the regard of thoſe, whoſe approba- 


tion is truly valuable: I have /iztle perhaps to 
boaſt, but ſurely thou who haſt thus inſulted 
me, canſt have no pretence to boaſt any. I 
pleaſe the palates of mankind, and give a poig- 
nant flavour to their moſt elegant entertain- 
ments ; while thou, with all the pride of thy 
anceſtry, art fit only to fatten Hogs. 
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FABLE ALY. 


„ * and Cunning, 


A In dun, in the form of a beauM young, 


lady, was travelling along the road, it 
happened that ſhe was benighted and Toft her 
way. She had not however wandered far, 


when perceiving a light glimmer from a win- 


dow at ſome diſtance, ſhe endeavoured to di- 

rect her ſteps towards the houſe where it ap- 
| peared. This proved to be no other than the 
miſerable abode of Se/fiſhnzſs ; who beneath the 
ſemblance of a churliſh and cloſe-fiſted peaſant, 


had long taken up his reſidence in this lone- 


ſome habitation. She knocked at the door, 
to enquire her way. The Lout opened it with 
caution; but, being immediately truck with 
the uncommon luſtre of fo fine a figure, he found 


his appetite awake, and became impatient for 


the gratification of it. J//dom, on the other 
hand, feeling an utter deteſtation of him, would 
have willingly withdrawn herſelf; but alas! 


it was too late, He took advantage of her - 


diſtreſs, ſeized, - and forced her to his bed. 


* months afterwards ſhe was delivered of 2 
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ſquint- eyed, ſallow- faced imp, unto whom ſhe 
could never be induced to ſhew any marks of 
natural affection. She would not even own 
him for her proper effspring ; and he was put 
into the hands of Dullineſs, to be nurſed and 
educated at her diſcretion... As he arrived to 
years of maturity, he was known by the name 
of Cunning. Some faint reſemblance which 
he bore of his Mather, procured him a de- 
gree of reſpect among perſons of {mall diſcern- 
ment; and he ſhewed ſomewhat of her ad- 
dreſs in regard to the means by which he 
gained his ends; but he had ſo much of the 
Father, as never to. extend his aims to any 
truly noble or ſocial atchievement. 


FABLE XLVL., 


The Toad and the Gold-fiſh 


_ newly brought from the 
warm regions of the caſt, diſplayed his 
beauties in the ſun; a Toad, who had long 
eyed him with no ſmall degree of envy, broke 
out into this exclamation. How partial and 
© how fantaſtick is the favour of mankind ! re- 
gardleſs of every excellence that is obvious 
2 and 


* 
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and familiar; and only ſtruck with what is 
imported from a diſtant climate at a large ex- 
pence! What a pompous baſon is here con- 
ſtructed, and what extreme fondneſs is here 
ſhewn for this inſignificant ſtranger ! While 
a quadrupede of my importance is neglected, 
ſhun'd, and even perſecuted. Surely were 1 
to appear in China, I ſhould receive the ſame 
or perhaps greater honours than are laviſhed 
here upon this tinſel favourite. 

The Gold-fiſh, conſcious of his real beau- 
ty, and ſomewhat angry to be thus inſulted by 
ſo very unſightly and deform'd a creature, made 
this rational reply. It muſt be confeſled, that 


the opinions of men are ſometimes guided by 


the caprice you mention. Yet as for me and 
the reſt of my tribe, it is well known that if 


we are admired in England, we are not leſs 
_ admired at home: being there eſteemed by the 
greateſt mandarins, fed by ſtated officers, and 


lodged in baſons, as ſuperb as any your na- 
tion has to boaſt. Perhaps then, notwithſtand- 
ing your ſage remark, there are ſome virtues 


and ſome qualities that pleaſe or diſguſt almoſt 


univerſally ; and as innocence joined to beauty 
ſeldom fails to procure eſteem, ſo malice added 
to deformity will cauſe as general a deteſtation. 
M a . FABLE 
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The Hermit. 


Arran. Hermit had ſcooped his 
cave-near the fummit of a lofty moun- 
tain, ſrom whence he had an opportunity of 
ſurveying a large extent both of ſea and land. 
He fat one evening, contemplating with plea- 
ſure on the various objects that lay diffuſed be- 
fore him. The woods were dreſt in the 
_ brighteſt verdure; the thickets adorned with 
the gayeſt bloſſoms. The. birds caroled be- 
neath the branches; the lambs frolicked around 
the. meads; the peaſant whiſtled beſide his 
team'; and the ſhips driven by gentle gales 
were returning ſafely into their proper har- 
bours, In ſhort, , the arrival of ſpring had 
doubly enlivened the whole ſcene before bis 
eye; and every. obje& yielded a diſplay her 


eee eee 


On : ſudden nol a vicleat y act The 
winds muſtered all their fury, and whole forefts 
of oak lay ſcattered on the ground. Darkneſs 
mitantly ſucceeced ; hal- ſtones and rain were 


EEA 12 1 poured 


ORIGINAL FABLES. 197 


poured forth in cataracts, and lightning and 
thunder added horror to the gloom. 


And now the ſea piled up in mountains bore 
aloft the largeſt veſſels, while the horrid uproar 
of its waves drowned the ſhrieks of the wretch- 
ed mariners. When the whole tempeſt had 
_ exhauſted its fury, it was inſtantly followed by 
the ſhock ory Ari 0 oe T 


The poor Abbie a ati vil- 
lage flocked in crowds to our Hermit's cave; 
religiouſly hoping, that his well-known ſanctity 
would protect them in their diſtreſs. They 
were, however, not a little ſurpriſed at the 
profound tranquility that appeared in his coun- 
tenance. My friends, ſaid he, be not diſ- 
mayed. Terrible to me, as well as to you, would 
have been the war of elements we have juſt 
beheld; but that I have meditated with ſo much 
attention on the various works of Providence, 
as ta be perſuaded that his eg is d 10 
mg ene e 27 ag; 0% 
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FABLE XLVIIL 


The Dove. 


A DOVE that had a mate and young ones, 

® happening to ſpy her cage door open, 
was driven by a ſudden impulſe to fly out into 
an adjacent grove, There, perched upon the 
bough of a ſycamore, ſhe fat as it were wrapt 


in deep contemplation; not recovering from 
ru 3 


W aki 


thus to deſert thy helpleſs 6ffspring? Art thou 
not baſe to abandon me, for the company of 
birds to whom thou art a ſtranger? Could I 
have harboured ſuch a thought? I, who have 
been ever conſtant to our firſt engagement; and 
muſt have died of mere deſpair, hadft thou not 
returned to my embraces ? But how, alas ! re- 
turned ! Not, as it ſeems, by choice ; but in- 


2 Bear acc and brought - hither 


by conſtraint. 


Have patience, replied the rambler, 5 


490. 


. 
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| hear the plea of thy repentant mate. Witneſs 
all ye powers of wedlock, ye that know what 
paſſes in the hearts of Doves, if ever, before this 
unhappy moment, I felt a wiſh to part from 
thee! The door, ſo ſeldom open, allowed 
but one moment for deliberation, and I hap- 
pened to decide amiſs. When removed to 
yonder wood, the air of liberty breathed ſo 
ſweet, that, with horror I ſpeak it, I felt 
a fuſpenſe about returning to the cage. 
Pardon, I pray thee, this one crime, and 
be well aſſured I will never repeat it. And 
that thou may'{ be the more induced to 
pardon me, know that the love of liberty 
burns ever. the ſtrongeſt, in boſoms that are 
e W and the love 


F Da BLE 2 
The Nightingale and the Bullfnch. 


NIGHTINGALE and a Bullfinch 
occupied two cages in the fame apart- 
ment. The Nightingale perpetually varied 
her ſong, and every effort ſhe made afforded 
* entertainment. The Bullfinch always 
M 4 wWhiſtled 
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whiſtled the ſame dull tune that he had learnt, 
till all the family grew weary of the diſguitful 
repetition. What is the reaſon, ſaid the Bull- 
fanch one day to his neighbour, that your ſongs 
are always heard with peculiar attention, while 
mine, I cbſerye, are almoſt as wholly difre- 
garded ? The reaſon, replied the Nightingale, 
is obvious; your audience are ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with every note you have been taught, 
and they know your natural abilities too well, 
to expect any thing new from that quarter. 
How then, can you ſuppoſe they will liſten to 
4 ſongſter, from whom nothing native or or . 
nal is to be l 717 N 


* * * * - 


The Fi bring cat and the lo. 


W O Cocks of the genuine game-breed 

met by chance upon the confines of their 
reſpectiye walks. To ſuch great and heroic ſouls 
the ſmalleſt matter imaginable affords occaſion 
ſor diſpute. They approach each other with 
pride and indignation ; they look defiance; 
they crow a challenge; and immediately com- 
mences n and bloody bazyle, It waz fought 
| ron 
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on both ſides with ſo mueh courage and den- 
terity ; they gave and received ſuch deep and 
deſperate wounds; that they both lay down: 
upon the turf utterly ſpent, blinded, and dif-, 
abled. While this was their ſituation, a Tur- 
key, that had been a- ſpectator of all that paſſed 
between them, drew near to the field of battle, 
and reproved them in this manner. How] 
fooliſh and abſurd has been your quarrel, my 
good neighbours ! A more ridiculous one could 
ſcarce have happened, among the moſt conten - 
tious of all creatures, men. Becauſe you have 
crowed perhaps in each other's hearing, or one 
of you has picked up a grain of corn upon the 
territories of his rival, you have both rendered- 
yourſelves * for the demeinder of your 


days.“. ends 
F * B LE LI. 
The Ng. le- and the Sparrow 


A* a King-fiſher was ſitting beneath the 
ſhade, upon the banks of a river; ſhe was 
ſurpriſed on a ſudden by the fluttering of a 


Sparrow that had eloped from the neighbour- 
ing town, to viſit ber. When the firſt; com- 
M 5 pliments 


— 
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pliments were over, How is it poſſible, ſaid 
the Sparrow, that a bird ſo finely adorned can 
think of ſpending all her days in the very depth 
of retirement ! 'The golden plumage of your 
_ breaſt, the ſhining azure of your pinions, were 
never given you to be concealed, but to attract 
the wonder of beholders. Why then ſhould 
you not endeavour to know the world, and be 
at the ſame time, yourſelf, both known and 
admired ? You are very complaiſant at leaſt, 
replied the King-fiſher, to conclude that my 
being admired, would be the conſequence of 
my being town. But it has ſometimes been 
my lot, in the loneſome valleys that I frequent, 
to hear the complaints of beauty that has been 
 neglefted; and of worth that has been deſpiſed. 
Poſſibly it does not always happen, that even 
ſuperior excellence is found to excite admiration, 
or to obtain encouragement. I have learned 
peſides, not to build my happineſs upon the 
opinion of others, ſo much as upon ſelf- con- 
viction, and the approbation of my own heart. 
Remember, I am a King-fiſher ; theſe woods 
and ſtreams are my delight; and fo long as 
they are free from winds and tempeſts, believe 
me, I am perfectly content with my ſituation. 
Why 
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Why therefore ſhould I court the noiſe and 


buſtle of the world, which I find ſo little 


agreeable to my native diſpoſition? It may be 
the joy of a Sparrow to indulge his curioſity, 
and to diſplay his eloquence. I, for my part, 
love filence, privacy, and contemplation ; and 


think that every-one ſhould conſult the native 


bias of his temper, before he chuſes the way of 


life in which he . to meet with happinels, | 


FABLE, Lth, 
The Tos and the Spider, 


N the leaves and flowers of the ſame ſhgub 
a Spider and a Bee purſued their fetal 
occupations ; ; the one covering her thighs with 
honey ; the other diſtending his bag with poi- 
ſon. The Spider, as he glanced his eye obligue 
ly at the Bee, was rumjnating with ſpleen on 


the Levant of her productions. And how | 


happens jt, ſaid he, in a peeviſh tone, that T. 
am able to collect nothing but poiſon from the 
 ſelf-ſame plant, that . 1 ther with, honey 7 
My pains and induſtry are not leſs than thine; 


in thoſe reſpecta we are each indefatigable. 
It proceeds only, replied the Bee, from the 
different 


= 


— aw —L—U— oe — 


—— — 
oo — — —_ 


4 —— — . 


. 
— — I — * - _ g 
.. V— K:? i I Gat $599 — — 
X = - my" - > 7 8 2 4 al IR - „ 
- — 
— ͤ— 2 — — _ 1 * 


204 ORIGINAL FABLES. 

different diſpoſition of our nature: mine 
gives a. pleaſing flavour to every thing I 
touch, whereas thine converts to poiſon, 


what by a different proceſs had been the pureſt 


honey. 


— 
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able part of ſelfodefence. 
FABLE XEVIL 
1 _ The ago ang Gy Get. | 
e e/i1Mgaite of our own abulities ever en u 
, pes reer, ** M 
FABLE XLVUL 
The Farmer and the Stag. ; 
Some expect the thanks that are due 10 a carvility, while 


tbey endeavour clandeſtinely to undermine the 


value Fit. þ 
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IND E X. 


FABLE XLIX. 
The Lion, the Tiger, and the Fox. 
The intemperate rage of clients gives the lawyer an 
opportunity of ſerzing the property in diſpute. 
. FABLE LI. 
The Lion and the Aſs. 
A totalniglett is thebeft return the generous can make 
185 the ſcurrility of the baſe. 8 
FABLE LI. 
The Snake and the Hedge-hog. 
'T1s ever imprudent to join intereſts with thoſe wha 
are able to impoſe upon 15 their own conditions. 
FABLE LI. 
The Trumpeter. 
rr 
© who put it in executions 
FAB IL. E LIII. 
Vice and Fortune. 


— 5 5 — wy concurrence of vice, cannot 
happineſs: whereas vice, 


— the 2 at of — can N us miſera- 
ble to the laſt — Earp 


GN The Bear and the Bees IVE 
Tiere more prudent to acquieſce under — 
from à ſingle perſon, than by an act of vengeance 
to bring upon us the reſentment of a whole com- 
unity. | 
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NB EX 
TO THE 
SECOND BOOK. 


FAB LE I. 
The Miller, his Son, and their Aſs. 


9 $ better to purſue the dictates of one's otun 
| reaſon, than attempt to pleaſe all mankind, 


FABLE II. 
The Sorcereſs. 


There are numbers of people who would unhinge the | 


world, to eaſe themſelves of the Jmalleft i inconve · 


nience. 
FABLE III. 
The Cameleon. 


The different lights, in which things appear to di fer- 
ent judgments, recommend candor to the opinions 
of others, even at the time that we retain our own. 


FABLE IV. 
The Wolf and the Lamb. 


The young and artleſs ſhould make caution ſupply the 


Place of years and experience. 
| n 
The Fox and the Bramble. 


W ſbould bear with patience a ſmall evil, when is 
it connected with a greater good, 


iy es 
mY „ . 
— 


INDE Xx. 


FABLE VMI. 
The Falcon and the Hen. 
ferent kinds e account for different 
F A B LE VII. 
The Travellers and the Money-bag. 
WW: cannot reaſonably expect theſe to bear a part in 
our ill-fertune, W 
in our pro 
'* A B L E VII. 
ö The diſcontented Aſs. 
#Y: 3 — the-happineſs of life, by under= 
valuing all that is ſhort perfection. 
FABLE IX. 


The two Springs. 


There be expected from and filent, 
hes from ach, — deen 


Finning. 


FABLE 4 
and the Roſe. 


Butterfly 
Ne exclaim that i 
Cap ds bn np) voy toy eng 


FABLE XI. 


The Tortoiſe and the two Ducks. 
Curiefity often excites thoſe people to hazardous un- 
. dertakings, whom vanity and indiſcretion render 
totally unfit for them. 
FABLE MI. 
The Cat and the ald Rat. 


Repeated inflances of artifice create a ſuſpicion, that 


is eur guard againſt it, 


The 


IND EX; 


FABLE XI 
The Country-maid and the Milk-pail. 

Iden we dwell much on diſtant andchimerical ad» 
vantages ; we neglect our preſent buſineſs, and are 
expoſed to real misfortunes. 1325 

| FABLE XIV. 
The Cormorant and the Fiſhes, 
*Tis extreme fally to aſhadvice of aninterefled adviſer, 
FABLE XV. 
1 N _—_— and the Acorn. 
e who diſputes the exiſtence of a deity, will find 
himfelf confuted by every part of nature. 
FABLE XVI. 
The Lynx and the Mole. 

We ſhould uſe the talents that are allotted, and are 
moſt ſuitable to our ſpectes ; inflead of diſparaging 
theſe faculties, that are as properly adapted 10 
anther, 

FABLE XVII. 
| The Spider and the Silk-worm. 
H. that is em in works of uſe generally advan- 
tages himſelf or others; while he who tails alone 
for fame muſt often expect ta loſe his labour, 
FABLE XVII. | 
The Bee and the Fly. 
The greateft genius with a vindictiue temper is far 


in point of happineſs by men of talents 
Aa ppingſs by men of talents leſs 


FABLE NIX. 


SGenius, Virtue, and Reputation. 
There are fewthingsſo irreparablyle/t, as reputation, * 


4 


INDE X. 


RE FABLE. XX. 
© _ The Court of Death. | 
Inteinperance is the great aud original cauſe, that 
_ generally ſhortens human life. 
FABLE. XXL 
Insduſtry and Sloth. 
Our term of life does not allow time for long-pro- 
tracted ations. 
FABLE XXII. 
The Hare's Ears. 
nt perſon will not reſerve his innocence 
A — , — ſeeming handls 
be may afford to bis oppreſſor. 
FABLE XXIII. 
The Hermit and the Bear. 


[The random zeal of inconfiderate friends is often as 


burtful as the wrath of enemies. 
FABLE -XXIV. 
The Paſſenger and the Pilot. 


WW: are no where out of the reach of providence, euber 

to puniſh or to protect us. 

. FABLE XXV. 
The impartial Judge. 

The injuries we do, and thoſe we ſuffer, are ſeldem 

weighed in the ſame ſcales, 
| FABLE XXVI. 

The Fox that. ad loſt his Tail. 

*Tis common for men to wiſh others reduced to their 
eon level; and we ought to guard again/? ſuch ad- 
dice, as may proceed from this principle, 


1NDE x 


FABLE XXVII. 
The Nobleman and his Son. 


De means ſuggeſted by ſuperſtition to ſecure ns fr 1m: 
mi fortune often bring it upon our heads. 


FABLE XXVII. 
Jupiter and the Herdſman. : 


Mere cur ill judged prayers ts be always granted, 


beo many would be ruined at their own rei- 


FABLE ARE 
The Eagle and the Owl. 


The partiality of parents often niakes themſelve; 


ridiculaus, and their children unhappy. 
FABLE XXX. 
The Plague among the Beaſts. 


The poor aud helpleſs undergo thoſe puniſhments far 


* ſmall and trivial offences; which the rich and 
power ful eſcape, for crimes of a much blacker 
nature. ' 


FAB LE XXXI. 


The Cat, the Cock, and a young Mouſe. 
It is not ſafe io truſt to outward appearatices. 


FABLE XXXII. 
The Farmer and his Dog. 

Thy greater room there appears for reſentment ; the 
more careful ſhould we be, not to accuſe” an 
innocent per ſon. | 

FABLE XXXIII. 
The Gnat and the Bee. 
Men expoſtulate to little purpoſe, when their ten 
 exampee confutes their argument. 
N 


, 
1 


'FABLE XXXIV. 
The Owl and the Eagle. 
Narrow minds . think the ſiſtem of the univerſe 
ſhould have been c to ſuit — alone. 
FAB LE XXXV. 
The Lion, the Wolf, and the Fox. 
Men, who , meditate miſc bief, ſugge/t the ſame to 
others; and generally pay dear for their froward . 
 gratifications, 


FABL E XXXVI. 
The Blind Man and the Lame. 
The wants and weakneſſes of individuals form the 
connettions of ſectety. 
FABLE XXXVII. 


The Lion, the Bear, the Monkey, and the Fox. 


Rt is often more prudent to ſuppreſs our ſentiments, 
than either to flatter or 10 rail. 
| FABLE XXXVIII. 
The Owl and the Nightingale. 
Tis natural for à pedant to deſpiſe thoſe arts, which 
poliſh our manners, and would extirpate pedantry, 
FABLE XXXIX. 


- The Ant and the Caterpillar. 

Boys of no very promiſing appearance often become 

the gredteſi men. 

FABLE XI. 
, The two Foxes. 

We fhould ever guard againſt theſe vices, that are 

chiefly incident to our times of life : exceſs and 

riot, whil/t we are young; and egreg:ous parſi- 

mom, as We grow in years. 


INDEX 


FABLE XL. 
; The conceited Owl. 
Schemes of ambition, without proper talents, always 
terminate in diſgrace, © 
FABLE: XLII. 
The Fox and the Cat. 
Perſons may write fine ſyſtems of morality, who 
never practiſed a ſingle virtue. 2 
F ABLE XLIII. 
The two Horfes. 


The object of our pride is often the cauſe of our 
W 


FAB LE XLIV. 
The Dove and the Ant. | 
The moſt important actions are often ermed by \ 
_ the 2 unlikely inſtruments. e 
| FAB LE XEV. (= | 
The Parrot. | 


Gravity, tho" ſometimes the mien of wiſdom, is 
often feund to be the maſk of ignorance. 
FABLE XLVI. 
The Cat and the Bat. 


It is eaſy to find reaſons to juſtify any thing we are 
inclined to do. 


F ABLE XLVII. 
The two Lizards. 


The ſuperior ſafety of an obſcure and humble ſtation, 
i a balance for t _ 17 high and envyed Gi. 


nE 


FABLE XLVII. 
Jupiter's Lottery. 

Polly, paſing with men for tuiſdam, makes each con- 
tented with his _— of under landing. 

FABLE XLIX. 

The litigious Cats. 

The ſcales of Judicature are ſeldom poiſed, ll 
little or 2525 remains in = _ | 


PABLE I. 
| * The two Dogs. 


Our own maderation twill not four us from diſtur- 
bance, if we connect ourſelves with men of tur- 
bulent and litigious diſpoſitions. 

FABLE LI. 
Death and Cupid. 


The young ſhould not aft, as th they were exempt 
from Death; nar the old forget to guard againſt 
the foolertes of Love. 
Ridicule appears with a very ill grace, in perſons 
who poſſeſs no one talent beſide. . 
FABLE LIE. 
The Spectacles. 
Our opinions of things are altogether as various, as 
if each ſaw them thro a different medium; our 
attachment to theſe opinions as fix'd and firm, as 
. if all faw them thro” the medium of truth, 


INDEX 


IN D E X 
TO THE 
T H IRD B O O K. 


FABLE I. 


The Red- breaſt and the Sparrow. '  » 
Mitation may be pardonable, where emulation 
would be preſumptuaus. 


The two Bees. 
Moderation and intemperance reward and puniſh 


themſelves. 
| F-ABLE MT 


The Diamond and the Glow-worm. 
A firong point of light is as favaurable to merit, as 
it is agſtructive to impoſlure. 


FABLE IV. 


The Oftrich and the Pelican. | 
The pleaſures of parental fondneſs make large amends 


for all its anxieties. 


FABLE V. 


The Hounds, in Couples. 
Mutual compliances are neceſſary to matrimonial 


neſs, 
3 FABLE VL 


The Miſer and the Mag-pye. 
Men are ſeldum found to condemn themſelves; 
otherwiſe than by the cenſure they paſs 28 their 
own faults in other N. 


* 
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INDE X. 


FABLE VI. 
The Senſitive Plant and the Thiſtle. 
Both a mild diſpoſition, and a vindictive temper, 


generally meet with ſuitable returns. 


| FABLE VII. 
The Poet and the Death-watch. 


The ſuggeflions . 


fuperſiitron, 
_ FABLE IX. 
Pythagoras and the Critic, 


Te eftimate the works of others by the ſole flandard 
of eur own conceptions is always „ | 
and often ridiculous. 


FABLE X. 
The Bear. 


Religious epinions are by no means the proper ob- 
feels of ridicule. h 


FABLE XI. 
The Stork and the Crow. 


We ſould never place the efſence of religion in the 
mere alhſer vance of rites and ceremonigs. 


FABLE XII. 
Echo and the Owl. 


The wain believe their imaginary per fectious engrofs 
the attention of all mankind. 


FABLE XIII. 
Prometheus. 


The li ing o e ir better — to the late of 
mortals, . the g. gift of preſcience, 


INDE X. 


FABLE XIV. 
Momus. 


tis le levalence 
5 ef 2 of cy 


The Butterfly, the Snail, and the Bee. 


* may boaſt of their extenſive travels, but tis 
only a fr ing perſons that made a prop 
uſe of them. 


FABLE XVL 
The Tuberoſe and the Sun - fower. 
To reſt in cauſes without reference to the | 
firſt, is both impious and abſurd. | 
FABLE XVII. 
The Mag-pye and the Raven. | 
The fop who prides himſelf upon a large acquaintangy 
2 2 25 Cee e friend. 
FABLE XVIE. 


The Diamond and the Load-ſtone. 
The greate/t merit is often concealed under the 
moſt unpromiſing appearances. © 1 
FABLE MX. 
The Boy and the Nettle. 
n 


rather wi 2 and reſolution, than either ten 
derneſs or 


FABLE XX. 
The ful The Monſter in the Sun. | 
we many times impute io a charatter 
eee 
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IN D E x. 


FAB LE XXI. 
The diſcontented Bee. 


The life would be a balance he 
bo 2 — increaſe the lt by my 


perver ſeneſs. 
FABLE XXII. 
| The Snipe-ſhooter: 
e often miſs our point by dividing our attention. 
FABLE XXIII. 
The Beggar and his Dog. 
to on}, whoſe 
rs = 3 


FAB L E 3 
The Sun and the Vapour. 


Truth, tho vaniſhed, returns again; /lander i 
never of @ durable nature. N F 


FABLE XXV. 
Love and Folly, => 
Folly has often - 2 a eat 


tron of our amours, , 
FABLE XXVI. 

The Eclipſe. 
er 
FABLE XXVII. 

The Boy and the Butterfly. 


* 


An immoderate 22 of pleaſure is generally do- 
its object, 


Jiructroe of 


INDE x. 


FABLE XXVII. 
The Toad and the Ephemeron. | 
A lazy reliance on the antiquity of a family is by 
far leſs honourable than og; mduſtry. 
FAB L E XXIX. 
The Peacock. 
The parade and ceremony belonging to ad 4 are 
often a reſtraint upon their f Freedam activity. 
FABLE XXX. 
The Fly in St. Paul's Cupola. 
Nan never gſtimate things beyond our reach, by 
narrow ſtandard of our own capacities. 
FAB LE XXXL 
The Elm- tree and the Vine. | 
People whe pride 
often ſlight economy, the ſole foundation of it. 
FABLE XXXII. 
The Lauruſtinus and the Roſe, 
That friend is highly to be raſpec ted at all times, whoſe 
. peer p is chiefly diſtinguiſbed in adverſity. 
FABLE XXXIII. ; 
The Senſitive Plant and the Palm-tree. 
An exceſs of delicacy is to be EN dit as an 
mfirmity, than as @ virtue. 
FABLE xXxxIv. 
The Tentyrites and the Ichneumon. 


W: conquer many evils at firſt with facility, which 
being Pg as neglected become un ſur mountable. 


ND EX. 
"FABLE XXXV. 
The Tulip and the Roſe. 
External byauty will often captivate ; but tis inter- 


nal merit that ſecures the conque/?. 
FABLE XXXVI. 


The Woodcock and the Mallard. 


A voracious appetite, and a 1 fondneſs ofe for dainties, 


_ equally take off our attention from more material 
CONCerns. 


FABLE XXXVI.. 
| The Trouts and the Gudgeon. | 
HM perſon can hardly be deemed too cautious, where 
the firfl miſtake is irretrievable, or fatal. 
FABLE XXXVIII. 
The Stars and the Sky-rocket. 
Pretenders to merit r 


who really poſſeſs it. 
p FABLE XXXIX. 


The Farmer and his three Enemies. 

Humility extenuates any crime, of which bypacriſy 
and imbudence are equal aggravations. 

FABLE XL. 


The Snail and the Statue. 
"Tis the fate of envy to attack thoſe charafters, that 


are ſuperior to itt malice. 


STABLE ALL 
The Water-fall. 


— nature will find reſources in economy, 


2 "OR exertion of . — ond 


IN: DB 


FABLE MAH. 
| "The Oak and the Sycamore. 
* 4 up with the le gale s of pro 


perity, ill as ſuddenly 105 — the we þ 


- ml sfortune. 
FABLE XIII. ; 
The Wolf and the Shepherd's Dog. 


Common honefly is a better principle, than what 


we often compliment with the name of heroiſm, 
FABLE XLIV. 


_ The — and the Acorn. 
man who values himſelf too highly upon his 
birth, has ſeldom much claim to any other merit. 


FABL-E XLV. 
Wiſdom and Cunning. 


Cunning ſeems to differ from wiſdom, more in the 
end that it propoſes aa, than in the means 


that it employs. 
| FABLE XLVI. 
The Toad and the Gold-fiſh. 


joined with innocence is univerſally * | 


malice added to deformity as univerſally abborr 
FABLE XLVII. 
The Hermit. 


The goodneſs of Providence, apparent in his works, 


is proper motive for our tranquility amidſt 
every exertion of his power. 
FABLE XLVIIL 


*'The Dove. 


”- 


The love of liberty, in well conflituted minds, holds 
a place little inferior to that of natural affettion. 
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INDE X. 


FABLE XLIX. 5 
The Nightingale and the Bull-finch. 
Learning is undoubtedly. of the urmaſt advantage to 
real geniute yet, when put in competition, the 
Funds of the one are limited; and of the other 
FABLE. L. 


„Tue Fighting Cocks and the Turkey. 


Litigi ons con they go to 
3 — worth the coft, 
FABLE LI. | 
The King-fiſher and the Sparrow. 


Men's natural tempers will beft direci them to their 
proper ſphere in the purfurt of happineſs. 
| FABLE LIL 
The Spider and the Bee. 
The candid 7 :ader will reap improvement, where thi 
freward crit finds only. matter of cenſure. 
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